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“fne pnilippl covered bridge 1s a_uwo:TZne wooden bridge on
; U. S. 250 at the junction of T. S. 250 and U. S. 119, crossing
the Tyzart's Valley River at Philippl, Barbour County, West Vir-

ginia. L Ll

The western abutment is built on solid rock at the level of
the river bed and is 25 ft. high. The foundation of the origin-
2l pier 1s slate rock sbout 2 feet below. the surface of the rive
bad. ‘The eastern abutment is three feet below the surface of th
river bed on a bed of ‘tstone coal! and built-to a height of 20ft}
Later, two concrete piers were constructed on eifher side of the
original pier to strengthen the bridge's foundation. .

The wooden superstructure consists of two spans with arches
of 138-2/3 feet in length. An unusual stringer system 1s com-
posed of diagonal 3x8 in., 3x10 in., end 3x12 in., beams, notcheg
half and half into the floor beams and -into 6x8 in. timbers
placed on, and running parallel with the lower chords, Thess
stringers, being framed into ths floor beams and pinned as well,
serve as bracing, and no lateral’ system for bracing is used. A
type of fish-plate Joint is used for lower chord splicing. The
only metal in the bridge is in the form of hand-made bolts used
to hold the various members together, but in no case do these
bolts take any primary stress, = The transfer of load from one
element to another is accomplished-by.direct bearing or by
notching. Wedges take cavre- of shrinkage conditions and wooden.
pins are used in the bracing systems.

Some decay has occurred in the archés, but ths properly pro-
tected timbers are in good condition, After nearly 120 years
of continuous use, the stfucture is almost perfectly aligned.

Original masonry material was from ths Philippi vicinity.
The yollow poplar used for the superstructure vas cut and pre-
pered in Barbour County. The sides of the bridge are boarded.

In the period 193&—3% the fourndation end floor .of the bridge
were strengthened. Two concrete plers wers added to accommodate
motor vehicle traffic., A concrete floor was lald. A pedestrian
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rounded portals were squared to accommcdatle stake bodied truclks.
3ecouse of truck damsge to the portals,-the clearance 1imit neas
been reduced to a height of 12 feet. This 1limit allows most
tractor trailer traffic to use the brildgs.

The West Virginia Department of Highways maintains the bridge.
The Barbour County Historical Society has waged a constant cam-
veign to prevent the bridge's demise.

The woodwork above the portals has been replaced a number of
times following damages from large truck traffic. Thne woodwork
is painted white and carry this historical message: "Philippi,
W. Va. Scens of First Land Battle of Civil War. This Bridge
Zrscted 1852 Served Both North and South in Passage of Troops
and Supplies Across Mountains into Virglnia,"
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STAT;?‘ENT OF slgNlF)CANCE . . - s =t
e wooaen, two-lane covered bridge, crossing che Yygert's

Valley River, at Philipni, Barbour County, West Virginia wag

to accormodate busy federal highway traffic, U. 5. 250. %The

Lagt

& 0O..io iizilroad. )
Tae Clarisburg Democrab printed a request for bids for tne
bridge at Prilippl in May 1850, Contracts wvere avarded to
Prmett J. O'Brien for tie masonry woTll,
Cuenow

)
B

superstructure of tl.e pridse. The found
tasl- and an cutbrealr of typhoid fever Im
Late in 1852 the bridge was completed at
ILeruel Chenoweth, a cabinet, furniturs
been building bridges on the Staunton Road for
venrs. lecgerly educated 1in "pavper Schoolz”,
the Virginia Literary Fund, Chenoweth credited
ordinary talents in bridge design and constructl
2ar t.e Siounton Turnpike bridges nad becen given
e toolr a collapsible model of nis bridge 206 il
mounteins to Riclmond. ‘[uere he demonstrated its
nlacing tiie model betieen two cinairs and walliing th
%..e bridse. <This model may be seen tcday i
bridge rerains nicg grasatest masterplec
1, tne bridse nas had continuous use in
~ros built.
ainl bridse Tigur
in western Vi
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built in 1852. It is one of only six remaining two-lane cocv-
cred bridges in the United States. It 1is tne only wooden bridgT

bridge was constructed in 1551-52 to facilitate the 16L8 SBeverly
and rPairmont Road, waich had been built to stirulate the use of
the Staunton-Parkersbturg Turnpikse, an important linik with Rich-
mond and Horfolk. The Beverly and Fairmont Recad ended at Fair-
mont on the lionongahela River, 2 terninal on the new Szltirore
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e trcops, some of whom were sleeping within the covered
"captured™

Significance Pnilippi Covered Bridge

Kclley, caught vy with th

retreating; Confederzstces,

sicir-ish en“ued o ultln; in tarce casualties,

nastily fled. Dumont's 7th Indiana Volunt

tue bv:cgn for the Union. McClellan's reports of
sent to Washinecton were so glowing that the engafement ®as halled

gexrs
the

en:a

covson T
Seene

as a -wjor VlCuOTy for the Union. This first inland cnjjasze-ent of]
tne Civil “War snd t.:e later battle near Belin*‘on did, in lzrge
part, seccurs viie B0 and this section of western Vl“““ﬁla for

cre Union czuse,

At ti-es, Union troops used the bridge as bc**ac”° and wartime
trafific flowed over it in movement of supplies fr the railroad
at Webster, souttr along the Tygart's Valley to ﬁaintain the a2rmy
of cccupaticn., Many of the other Chencweth bridges on the Scaun-
ton rike were destroyed. The Yhilippi bridge remained intact,
larsely because it was controlled by the Unlon, whose cause it
served,

Reportedly, the bridge was in danger on two cther occasiong duri
the war. In 1863, the Confederate ralde*, Gen, Villiam Jones r~ade
*1::? e “urn che bridge. A local citizen, Rev. Joshua. forder,
cénvincel Jones to spare the bridge. Azein in 188l, thrce —merdors
or Coﬁ;ﬁcc:goc Company -D, 2Cti Vlruiriﬁ ilounted Infontry uere
o:dcred Lo Jcoctroy the bridse. Their cormander, Bri. Sensval W,
L. Jaclzzon r zcinied the corder wnen it was lecurned Lhat tneir
nloans rerc Wnoim.

The old covor°d bridse has curvived the elements, war, Ilao
Tire and venicular aqmaﬁe Tor nearly 12C rears. In 1952 poil
and e Zarbour County ﬂistorical Society sponsored a ccnbenn
celebration, at walch time a history of the bridge was co-nil
and published. The bridge's real significance may well ke it
long histosry of service in providing for She transportation needs
of cocuntless Virginians and %West Virginians.
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PHILIPPI,W.VA. ,
SCENE OF FIRST LAND BATTLE OF o

: CIVIL WAR
This Bridge Erected 1852 Serving BothNorth and South
in Passaqe of Troops and Supplies Across Mountains into Virginia






