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Lenuel Chenoweth 3ridge at P h i l i p p i  
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2. LCCAi ION . . .  I e .  

S T R E E T  A N C  NUMBER: U. 5. 25C. at t h e  Junction vit i i  U. S .  119 
f'ain S t r e s t ,  Crosses Pmart Val lev  River,  PC; r i l e s  5. c.C Grn 

C I T Y  O i l  TOLIN: J' 

f i e z t  vexinla 26iL16 , 1 5 4  . / aarbour . . 
3. CLASSIFICATION .. X '  ' 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE CATEGO.PY OWNERSHIP 

(Check One) +- Public Acquiritian: Occupied TO Yes: THE P U e L l C  

Districf 0 Building @ Pub'ic a I n  Broctss 0 Restricted 
,I Site ~tructura C Privot' Unoccvpiod a F3nrestrictad a Ohlec t  a 80th Cj  @Icing Considerad prcsc~vatioo work 
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D A T E  0 5  S U D V E Y :  C) Federal a Stote 0 County 0 LDCZI 

F o i l  S U R V E Y  RC-CORDS:  
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COHDITION 

(Chmck Onm) 

a Excet1e.t a G o d  0 FoI? 0 Deterlorated 0 Ruin. 0 U n ~ x p o s s d  

[Check One) (Check One) 

X] Altered 0 Unoltermd . 0 Moved Oripinol Sltr 

o E S L , ~ l B E  THy q E?EHT A N 0  O R 1 C I H A L  ( i f  k " 0 ~ n  P H V S I S A L  A P P E A R A N  
i n c  ~ m ? h ~ ~ i  covered brld6e 1s a bwo-skne ie~o~den br idge on 

U. S .  256 at the junction o f - U .  S. 250 and U. S. 119. c r o s s i a s  
, t h e  Tygert 9s Valley River at. P h i l i p p i ,  B a r b o u r  County, West V i r -  
~ i n i  a. - 

The western abutment i s  b u i l t  on s o l i d  rock a t  the l ave1  of 
the  r iver.  bed and is 25 f t ,  high. The foundation of t he  o r ig in -  
21 pier i s  s l a t e  rock about 2 f e e t  below the surface of t h e  r i v e  
bad. The eas tern  abutment is t h r e e  f e e t  below the surface of th 
r i v e r  bed on a bed of :'stone coal '  and built - t o  a height of 20ft. 
Later ,  two concrete p i e r s  were constructed on ei$her  s ide of %he 
o r i g i n a l  p i e r  to s t r ens then  the bridge's  foundation. 

The ;-mocien super s tmc tu re  conslats  of trro spans w i t h  arches 
of 136-2/3 f e e t  ir, length.  An u n u s u e l  stringer syste?. i s  con- 
posed of dicgnnal 3x8 in., 3x10 in., and 3 4 ~ 2  iin:, be&-s, no tcha t  
half and hal f  into the  f l o o r  bems  and i ~ t o  6x8 in. t i a b e r s  
placed on, and running p a r a l l e l  w i t h  the lower chords. These 
s t r i n g e r s ,  being f r a ~ e d  i n t o  the f l o o r  beams and pinned as  well, 
serve as b r ~ c i n g ,  and no l a t e r a l f  systen f o r  bracing i s  used. A 
t p e  of fish-plate join% i s  .used f o r  lover. chord sp l i c ing .  The 
only r e t a l  i n  the bridge i s  in the f o n  of hand-made b o l t s  used 
t o  hold t h e  various nzrnbers together ,  but i n  no case do t hesa  
b o l t s  take m y  prlmary s t r e s s .  The t r a n s f e r  of l o a d  from one 
eler,~ant to . ano the r  i s  accomplished-by d i r e c t  bewing  o r  by 
notching. liedges take care  of skrinlrage conditions &d wooden 
? ins  are used i n  t h e  S r a c i r s  s y s t e m ; .  

Sone decay  has occurred i n  the arches, but the proger ly  pro- 
t e c t e d  timbers are i n  good condition. After nearly  120 years 
of con",ir,uous use, t h e  stj?ucture i s  a l x o s t  per fec t ly  al igned.  1 O-iglnal masomy mate r i a l  was f r o n  the T h i l i p r ~ i  v i c i n i t y .  
The yellow poplar used f o r  the ~ u p o r s t r u c t ~ e  iras cu t  and pre-  
pared i n  Barbour Comt . The s ides  of the bridge a r e  boar8ed. 

I n  the p e r i o d  193?+-3% the f o i ~ M n t i o n  end f loor  .of t h e  brid;e 
were strcnzthened. TXO concrste p i e r s  x e r 9  added to acco~3o.ia'ce 
nctor vehicle  t r a t f i c .  L A concrete f l o o r  was ].aid. A pedestrian n 
7..;r.l:: i : ~  &<ed a l o r ~   ha soutbsrn s l d s  of t h e  bridge. 1h3 
rounded p o r t a l s  were squared t o  accoixsdate s t a k e  bodied t r u c k s .  
Bscnuse of truck damage t o  the  portals, - t h e  c l e ~ x s n c e  limit hns 
h e m  reduced t o  e height of  - 1 2  f e e t .  This l i n i t  ellows most 
t r a c t o r  t r n i l e r  t r a f f i c  t-o use t h e  bridga.  

The West V i r g i n i a  Departmant of' EighWays naintains t h e  bridge. 
The 3arbou.r County B l s t o r i c a l  Society  has waged a cons taz t  caq- 
peien t o  prevent the  br idga ' s  demise. 

The wood~rork absve the  p o r t e l s  has bden replaced a nuqber of 
tiles fol louing d a ~ z g e s  f r o n  large t ruck  trsi'f i c .  The 1-jood~or'i 
i s  painted white and ca r ry  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  messege : "Ph i l i pp i ,  
W. Va. Scene of F i r s t  Lax& Ijatt le of C iv i l  W a r ,  This Bridge 
B ~ e c t o d  1852 Served Eoth Borth end South i n  passage of Troops 
and Suppl ies  Across Mountains i n t o  VirginZa. " 
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Nrvrbrr  all onlr lea)  S i g n i l i c z n c e  Yhi l ipp i  Covered S r i d p  cor?";i:lzzd go. .8 

,-. b.-e Tnion czuse. 
.At ti-:es, Ur.ion t r o o g s  used t i r e  bridge as b~-=.~ac!.:s z ~ d  wert;ixe 

trz,Cf i c  f lowe6 o v e r  i t  in. zovel?ent of sup2lies f ror: tile r ~ f l r o ~ d  
z+u ! ieSster ,  s o u t h  a long  the 'i";zcrt 1s Val ley  tc; r t z i n t z l n  the 2.1~7 
of ~ccupa' ; icn.  Eany of the o t h e r  Cbenctceth Sridges  oil t'.e S t a m -  l- 

Lon Filre %ere des t royed,  The I . 'nil igpi b r idce  5' rer?alned i n t z c ~ ,  
l z r ~ e l y  because i t  was c o n t r o l l e d  by ti le Unlon, whose cmse it 
served.  

3spol-tr-dl_y3 t h e  S r i d g e  was i n  danger on two o t i ze r  occas in i l s  6ur 
the v:nr. Ir_ 1863, the Confederate r a i d e r ,  Gen, \,!illia:? Jones race 
r j l q z ~  kc. 1xm1 2% Spidge, A l o c d  c i t i z e n ,  3ev. 3'osh~:..,at Cnrcicp, 
r , + n ~  : L4..r,i:cr;.l W n c s  t o  ngare t i le br idge .  Assin in leb!), tiil'se -.c:-Lei? 

( ; o : - L ~ , z d ~ ~ ~ r , t c  Co~:?ar,l; -D, 2 C Z -  ?Jir;ir_Lc Ilol,tntoc I:-s~..;:tr;.- s:e:-:.e 
O L . < ~ ~ . C C  tC) , < L ~ : C ~ ~ r  b r i d c e *  T h e i r  co:r;cende-;., ik71:;,0 Z c n a ? d  i.;, . . L. Z ~ C ~ ; S O E  rezc-jn-',ed tile ci-dey r.:z~.s lc:!.:?xxl ";:-?~t t ixi .? 
217~~2 :??re >:LIo;..~. 

7.- -:&e 01.1;, coversd. b r i d ~ e  has survhec i  t'rle ele'.'el~tr., ;:ra2, f!.oc.5,, 
:-: 75 q-.-+rT 1 -  - .-.,, vc;:ic~lli.ir dmrare Toy n e n r l y  12G ye?.rs. 1s lcj':2 Pi:ili;::;i e 
a;?F. L:,.c z.~.rbour Coi_mty l i i s t o r i c . l  Society sponsored a c~:?tc?:?.i21 

, . 
ce]-e':pz<ion, zt i.r:?ich t i y e  a history oi' Z C L ~  br idge  ;.:ns co..:?j.icc', 
a2.J. ?ut?lj.st?ea. T h e  b r i d c e  I s  real s i g n i f i c m c e  m y  well b e  its 

P lor.;: - h i : l t c , r j  sf s e r v i c e  ~n p r o v i d i n g  for ';he t r & o  ase9s - - 
of co-i1xtles s ' J i r ~ i i l i a n s  racl :;.e s t  Virsini2-?ls . 



c.l' t h e  lJ!?il i?zi Covcl-ed -- 
i n i a  : The 3afDov.r 

t Vir;;inia. l i o r ~ m t o k . n ,  

--- -- _- 
L A T I T U D E  A N D  L O N G I T U D E  C O O R D I N A T E 3  L A T I T U D E  A N D  L O N G I T U D E  COORDINL .T€S  

DEF(N IHc  R E C T A N G L E  L O C A T I N G  TGE P R O P E R T Y  0 DEF'NING THE CENTER OF 

R - O F  LESS T H A N  T F N  ACRES 

. C O R N E R  L A T I T U D E  L O N G I T U D E  L A T I T U D E  L O N G I T U D E  

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutss Seconds Degrees Minuter Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

N W 
0 0 . 39 " 09 ' 11 Ii GV C 2  ' 36 N 

N E 0 0 1 * 

SE 0 . . 0 * D 

t S W . 1  Q . I 0 I . I  I I 
APPROX1.MATE A C R E A G E  O F  N O M I N A T E D  P R 3 P E R T Y :  acre ' 
L I S T  A L L  S T A T E S  A N D  C O U N T I E S  FOR P R O P E R T I E S  O V E R L A P P I N G  5 7 A T E  OR COUNTY BOUNDAR'EC 

S T A T E :  C O D E  COUNTY C O D E  

1 I i 
\ 

S T A T E :  

.- - f l f -  FO2H P R E P A R E D  BY - 

As t he  des igca ted  S ta t e  Lia ison Officer for the Na-  

t ional  His tor ic  Preservat ion Act of 1966 ( P u b l i c  &aw 

89-663). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inclus ion 

i n  t h e  Xat ional  Regis ter  and certify that i t  h a s  baen  

evnluatcd according to  tha  c'ritrria and p r o c e h r e s  set 

for:h b y  the National Park Service. The recommended 

lev21 of s ign i l i cance  of th i s  nomination is: 

Ns t iona l  13 State  0 Loca l  0 

Y A T E  ( C O D E  

Jest .  7:; r-i - c i  ? 3;<~)6  1 5 L  
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION . 

I hereby cer t i fy  that t h i s  p r o p r t y  is included i n  :he 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology a n d  Historic Preservation 

Date  

ATTEST: 

Keeper  of The Na!ional Register 
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2. PHILIPPI OVERED BRIDGE 








