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1. Name 
historic Scanlon Farm 

anttor common Scan1 on Log House 

2. Location 
street & number County Route 5/4;  Three Churches Run Road N / A  not for publication 

city, town Three Churches FlLa vicinity of 

state West V i r g i n i a  code 54 county Hampshire Code 027 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
- dlstrlct - puMk 

buifdlng(s) 2 private 
- structure - both 

*- site Public Acquisition 
- object X in process 

- king considered 

Status 
- occupied 
_x- unoccupied 
- work in progress 
Accessibie 

yes: restricted 
- yes: unrestricted 
n o  

-- -- 

Present U u  
- agdculture - museum 
t o m m e r c i 8 i  - PS* 
- educationrl - .  X private residence - entertainment - religious 
( ( o v s m m c n t  - sckntlfk 
- industrial - transportation 
- milltaw o t h e r :  

4. Owner of Property 
,, T. Dennis Siepmann 

street a number 215 P r imve ra  C i r c l e  
, 

citv.town S te r l i ng  MA vkinity of state V i r a i n i a  

5. Location of Leqal Description 
Hampshire County Courthouse courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. - 

street & number Route 50 

city, town Romney state West V i r g i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
~ W I  N/A hu this pmprty been detembd dlglbk? s n o  x 



-. 

7. Description 

CondHiorr C k k  o m  Check ocr. 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered original site 
2- good - ruins - altered - moved date N/A X 

x-- hfr - unexposed 
1 

Domcribo tho premont and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Scanlon Log House i s  the focus of what was once a t h r i v i n g  fami l y  farm. The 
cabin i t s e l f  s i t s  on a small r i s e  over looking Three Churches Run and Three Churches 
Run Road, about one-half mi le  from the small crossroads hamlet o f  Three Churches i n  1 
r u r a l  Hampshire County, West V i rg in ia .  The area was o r i g i n a l l y  known as Jersey 
Mountain. 

The nominated area includes the fami ly  log  house, the barn on the farm, and two 
small outbui ld ings.  Beyond the c l u s t e r  o f  man-made dwell ings t he  land r i s e s  gen t l y  
i n t o  large open f i e l d s  t o  the nor th  and northwest u n t i l  i t  terminates i n  f o r e s t  as the 
land r i s e s  sharply again. It i s  a p r i s t i n e  r u r a l  ag r i cu l t u ra l  se t t i ng  t h a t  i s  l i t t l e  
changea from the mia-19th century when it f i r s t  began t o  operate as a farm. 

The p r i nc i pa l  s t ruc ture  on the proper ty  i s ,  o f  course, the Scanlon Log House, a 
two s t o r y  log  s t ruc tu re  b u i l t  c. 1840 by the Larimore fami l y  and acquired by the  
Scanlon f am i l y  i n  the  1860's. Actua l ly ,  the house i s  more accurately r e fe r red  t o  as a 
one ana a h a l f  s t o r y  structure, w i th  a porch and room added t o  the rear (nor th  s ide )  
o f  t he  house. It i s  a log Folk House o f  the Midland Tradi t ion,  i n  the e a r l y  Germanic 
set t lement era pat tern.  The house i s  bas i ca l l y  one room deep and l i nea r  i n  design, 
with externa l  chimneys on both gable ends of the house. The logs are squared, 
hand-hewn, and l a i d  hor izonta l ly ,  notched on the ends and w i t h  narrow chinking. There 
are v e r t i c a l  end logs t ha t  serve t o  anchor the four  corners. The two massive stone 
ena chimneys are o r i g i n a l  t o  the house, although the east s ide has been p a r t i a l l y  
re-bui 1 t. The side-gable roof  i s  moderately p i tched and i s  composed o f  s la te .  The 
house was b u i l t  i n  two sections; the east  side being the o r i g i n a l  sect ion b u i l t  by the 
Larimores. It i s  surmised t ha t  Thomas Scanlon o r  h i s  brother added the western h a l f  
about 1865 when they acquired the property. The rear room and porch i s  a c. 1890 
replacement of an o r i g i n a l  log room. This room and porch are frame w i th  v e r t i c a l  wood 
s id ing,  and are on ly  one s to ry  h igh and ra ther  narrow. On the west end wa l l  o f  t he  
house, the  l o g  e x t e r i o r  has been l oose l y  f i t t e d  i n  a temporary manner w i t h  an aluminum 
cover ing t o  prevent f u r t h e r  weathering u n t i  1 such t ime as. the  l'ags and ch ink ing can be 
restored. 

To the rear  o f  the house and s l i g h t l y  west stands the remains o f  a la rge stone 
chimney. This chimney, c. 1840, served the detached k i tchen which i t s e l f  disappeared 
in  the 19th century. 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  the house d isp lays a ra ther  simple two rooms over two rooms 
arrangement, whi le  a ra ther  narrow, s l i g h t l y  winding enclosed s t a i r  connects t h e  two 
f l o o r s .  The two bedrooms a t  the upper l eve l  are somewhat smaller than t h e i r  f i r s t  
f l o o r  counterparts, w i th  a small connecting room, o r  cen t ra l  h a l l .  Overhead beams are 
exposed on the i n t e r i o r ,  and the i n t e r i o r  wal ls  are composed o f  unadorned v e r t i c a l  
wood s id ing.  A wooden mantle piece, o r  f ire-surround, graces t he  end o f  the  f i r s t  
f l o o r  bearoom and the  par lor .  Much o f  the furn ish ings on the i n t e r i o r  are o r i g i n a l  
Scanlon f am i l y  pieces. 

) There are narrow, s i x  over s i x  windows a t  the f r o n t  o f  the second f l o o r .  There i s  
a small, one s to r y  porch, somewhat r a i sed  on wooden posts, on the f ront ,  o r  south 



OMB No. 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
E x p f  re+ 1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7  

Continuationsheet Scanlon Farm Item number 7 

side, o f  the house. A whi te wood p i c k e t  fence runs across the f r o n t  edge o f  the 
property t h a t  faces the road, adding a somewhat picturesque qua l i ty .  

To the r ea r  o f  the Scan1 on Log House are two adjacent outbui ld ings,  both da t ing  t o  
the 19 th  century. One i s  a one s to ry  wood frame, gable r o o f  smoke house w i t h  wide 
v e r t i c a l  s id ing.  Next t o  i t  i s  a s l i g h t l y  smaller gable r oo f  wood ou tbu i ld ing  t h a t  
serves as a p r i vy .  It i s  character ized by whi te washed v e r t i c a l  narrow boards and 
some s l i g h t l y  decorat ive woodwork over the door and along the c e i l i n g  l i n e  on the  
ex te r i o r .  A b i t  f u r t h e r  d i s tan t ,  and t o  the east, i s  the two story gable r o o f  wood 
s ided barn; a t y p i c a l  1 a te  19th century ag r i cu l t u ra l  b u i l d i n g  i n f a i r  condi t ion.  

There are, then, f i v e  s t ruc tures w i t h i n  the nominated property (one o f  them, t he  
chimney o f  t he  o l d  ki tchen, a ru in ) .  A l l  o f  them are con t r i bu t i ng  s t ruc tu res  t o  t he  
p roper ty ' s  s ign i f icance.  There are no non-contr ibut ing structures.  

The Scanlon Farm i s  a l ove l y  r e l i c  o f  the 19th  century, i n  a p r i s t i n e  r u r a l  
environment, t h a t  i s  h igh ly  representat ive of a now almost vanished way o f  l i f e ,  and 
one t h a t  has been wel l  preserved. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significanco-check and Justify below 
- prehistoric - .- archeology-prehistoric - - cornmunlty planning . -. landscape architecture - religion 

1400-1499 --A archeology-historic - -- conservation - - law 
- science - 

- t 50&1599 ,L igriculture . -- economics 
-- - literature -- sculpture 

t - 1600-1699 --. architecture --- educatlon 
. - military -k social/ 

- 1700-1799 ,- art - engineering -- musk 
humanitarlan 

X - 1800-1 899 - commerce . -. explorationlsettlement -- philosophy - theater 
X 190s -- communications --- industry X- potitics/governmant - transportation 

-- - invention other (specity) L o x  H ~ s t o r y  

Specific dates C. 1840 1865 Builder/Architect 

Statmment of Significance (in one paragraph) 
Meets Criteria 

The Scanlon Farm, located on County Route 5/4,  known l o c a l l y  as Three Churches Run 
Road, near the hamlet o f  Three Churches, i n  Hampshire County, West V i rg in ia ,  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  as a preserved, i n t a c t  example o f  ea r l y  19th century log  const ruct ion and 
the r u r a l  working family.l The property i s  also s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  having been the 
home place, since 1865, of the l o c a l l y  important Scanlon f am i l y i 2  The property i s  
most s i gn i f i can t ,  however, fo r  having been the boyhood and'fami l y  home o f  D r .  Charles 
Scanlon, na t iona l  l y  and- i n t e r n a t  i o n a l l y  known leader of the Temperance ~overnent . 3  

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

]The Scanlon Farm, w i t h  the Scanlon Log House as i t s  foca l  point ,  i s  a good 
i n t a c t  example o f  the type o f  medium-size subsistence f a m i l y  farm t h a t  f l ou r i shed  i n  
the Appalachian region dur ing the 19th century, espec ia l l y  i n  the-per iod p r i o r  t o  the 
coming of the r a i  lroads. Before mass-produced house-bui l d i n g  mater i  a1 s were 
avai lable,  farmers were l e f t  t o  t h e i r  own resources t o  construct t h e i r  housing and 
other  needs, and a l l  o f  the bu i ld ings  on the Scanlon property, w i th  the  exception o f  
the are good examples of t h i s .  The log house i t s e l f ,  the f i r s t  pa r t  o f  which 
was constructed about 1840, i s  almost a c l ass i c  example o f  the "Midland T rad i t i on  Log 
HouseN of the  Folk House Pre-Railroad Era i n  American Architecture, w i t h  i t s  two and a 
h a l f  s t o r i e s  of hand-hewn logs, i t s  massive stone end chimneys, and f a i r l y  simple 
rec tangular  two-over-two plan. The s ize  of the farm, which tended t o  f l u c t u a t e  from 
several hundred acres t o  smal ler  parcels d iv ided  among fmily members, i s  a lso 
representat ive  o f  t h i s  type of fami l y  farm. For a more aeta i led descr ip t ion  of the 
house and farm, see Item 7. - - , 

2 ~ h e  Scanlon Family, who inmigrated t o  t h i s  p a r t  o f  Hampshire County (then known 
as .Jersey Mountain*) from I re land  i n  t he  1850ts, qu i ck l y  became, through t h e i r  
Indus t ry  and dedication, among the  more important fami l ies  o f  the area. Michael 
Scanlon came t o  the United Stantes i n  1852, served two years i n  the U.S. Amy, then 
c a m  t o  Jersey Mountain (now Three Chruches) I n  1854, j o i n i n g  h i s  brother Thomas 
Scanlon, who had s e t t l e d  here i n  about 1851 o r  1852. I n  1865 Thomas purchased t he  Larimore Farm and added on t o  the log  buf lding, and i n  1871 purchased the adjacent 
Parker Farm. The Larimores had been among t he  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  i n  t he  region, having 
come t o  Hampshire County i n  1760. 

The Scanlon Family qu i ck l y  rose t o  l oca l  prominence i n  Hhpsh i re  County. Michael, 
a f t e r  several years as a school teacher, worked f o r  the  B a l t i w r e  and Ohio Railroad, 
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r i s i n g  t o  the  tnen p r e s t i g i o u s  p o s i t i o n  o f  D i v i s i o n  Superintenaent. The Scanlons are 
c r e d i t e a  i n  l o c a l  accounts as be ing  t h e  f i r s t  f r u i t  growers i n  t h e  area, a farming 
i n d u s t r y  t h a t  was t o  grow t o  r e g i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f rom the  lead theq took. 

The secona genera t ion  o f  Scanlon 's  con t r i bu ted  a number o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who became 
prominent i n  Hampshire County a f f a i r s .  k a r g u e r i t e  Scanlon became a school teacher 
both a t  Three Churches ana a t  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  School f o r  t he  Deaf i n  nearby Romney. 
her  tenure o f  45 years i s  a reco ra  f o r  Three Churches and i s  one o f  t he  longest  such 
tenures i n  Hampshire County annals. David Howara Scanlon a lso  became a school teacher 
as w e l l  as serv ing  as a clergyman i n  Hampshire County f o r  over 40 years. F r a n k l i n  
Taylor  Scanlon became a l o c a l l y  prominent phys ic ian  and rose t o  t h e  rank o f  Captain i n  
the U.S. Meaical Corp a u r i n g  Worla ka r  I. It should be notea t h a t  Davia H. Scanlon i s  
l i s t e a  (see Par t  9 )  b j  Brarrnon as one of t h e  two e a r l i e s t  teachers i n  t h e  Three 
Churches area, tne o the r  belng dohn 3. Cornwell, who rose t o  become West V i r g i n i a ' s  
15th governor. Of Dr. Charles Scanlon, more i s  t o  f o l l ow .  Annie Scanlon marr ied i n t o  
the  very prominent Swisher fami l y .  Thus, i t  can be seen t h a t  t he  Scanlon family,  soon 
a f t e r  coming t o  the  area, began t o  p l a y  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  l o c a l  annals. 

3 ~ r .  Charles Scanlon (1869-1926) was born on t h e  Scanlon Farm i n  a nearby, no 
longer extant ,  house i n  1865 and spent h i s  youth  t h e r e  before going t o  school i n  
Shepherdstown, West V i r g i n i a  ana t o  col lege, where he was a roommate o f  John 3 .  
Cornwell. P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime, he had marr ied  (1894) and taught  school l o c a l l y .  
Charles oecame a P r e s w t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  and receivea a aegree f rom Valpara iso 
Un ive rs i t y .  Ea r l y  i n  h i s  career  he became an in tense be l i eve r  i n  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  
a l c o h o l i c  beverages, or  Temperance, ana began t o  l e c t u r e  wiaely  on t h e  subject ,  
acqu i r i ng  a na t i ona l  r e p u t a t i o n  as a p r o h i b i t i o n i s t .  I n  1902 he was nominated f o r  
governor of k ~ n n e s o t a  b j  t he  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t  Par ty .  Although r e a l i z i n s  he had l i t t l e  
chance of e lec t i on ,  he p u t  on a s p i r i t e a  campaign, becoming t h e  f i r s t  gubanator ia l  
candiaate i n  the  s t a t e  (and one of t h e  na t ions)  t o  t o u r  t he  s t a t e  by automobile. 

I n  1903 Dr .  Scanlon was namea the  Nat ional  Lec turer  f o r  t h e  Presby ter ian  Board o f  
Temperance and i n  1904 became Execut ive Secretary o f  the Boara o f  Temperance o f  the 
n a t i o n a l  church, a p o s i t i o n  he h e l d  u n t i l  h i s  death. I n  1908 Dr. Scanlon was e lec ted  
Permanent Chairman o f  t he  P r o h i b i t i o n  Par ty  Nat iona l  Convention and, a t  t h a t  
convention, was nominated f o r  President .  While accept ing the former p o s i t i o n ,  he 
aec l inea the  p r e s i a e n t i a l  nomination, s t a t i n g  he could accomplish more f o r  the  p a r t y  
by keeping f r e e  of p o l i t i c a l  entanglements. The convent ion then nominated Eugene 
Wllaer Cha i in  of I l l i n o i s ,  who received over a q u a r t e r - m i l l i o n  votes i n  t he  general 
e l e c t i o n .  

I n  1 9 0 ~  Dr. Scanlon was appointea b j  President  Theoaore Roosevelt  as t h e  Uni ted 
States Representat ive t o  t h e  World Temperance Conference, which met t h a t  year  i n  
London. He has re-appointed i n  191 1 by President  Taf t  (The Hague, Netherlands),  and 
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i n  1913 b j  President  k i l s o n  (Mi lan,  I t a l y ) .  he tourea the European b a t t l e f i e l d s  f o r  
Pres iaent  Wilson i n  1519, ana i n  1521 was re-appointed as U.S. Representat ive t o  t h e  
conference b j  Pres iaent  hard ing.  Dur ing t h i s  t ime he served as Pres ident  o f  t h e  
American branch o f  t h e  World P r o h i b i t i o n  Feaerat ion and as President  o f  the Nat iona l  
Temperance Soc ie t j .  He was a l so  the  long t ime e d i t o r  of Moral Welfare and e d i t o r  o f  
t he  Rat iona l  Advocate i n  hew York. D r .  Scanlon, i n  a l l  these capac i t i es ,  was a  
spearheau o f  the S U C C ~ S S ~ U ~  movement which culminated i n  t h e  passage o f  the 18th 
Amendment t o  the  U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  151.9. Dr .  Scanlon was a l so  h i g h l y  invo lved i n  
t he  f i g h t  against  ~ u v e n i l e  del inquency and, a f t e r  the  passage o f  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  
Amenament, i n  attempts t o  reform t h e  Motion P i c t u r e  Indus t ry .  He was pres ident  o f  t he  
Federal M o t ~ o n  P i c t u r e  Counci l  from 1921 u n t i l  1325. During the  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  
career,  D r .  Scanlon was a  c lose  assoc ia te  of k i l l i a m  Jennings Bryan, and worked 
i n t i m a t e l y  w i t h  such i n d i v i d u a l s  as Bruce Barton, Gordon B a t t l e ,  W i l l  H. Hays, S. S. 
Kresge, Wal ter  Lippman, Governor Frank 0. Lowden, Dwight W. Morrow, Oscar Straus, and 
M i l l i a m  A l l e n  k h i t e .  

Even aur ing  the  pe r iods  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  renoun, D r .  Scanlon sought refuge from 
the  s t rong  t i d e  o f  events b y  frequent t r i p s  home t o  the  f a m i l y  farm a t  Three 
Churches. During h i s  European t r i p s ,  h i s  w i fe  and f a m i l y  l i v e d  i n  t h e  Scanlon Log 
House. A f t e r  h i s  un t ime ly  aeath a t  age 57, he was bur ied  i n  t he  nearby churchyard. 

I t  shoula be notea t h a t  about one j e a r  ago, a  p rev ious l y  undiscovered batch o f  Dr. 
Scanlon 's  o f f i c i a l  s t a t i o n e r y ,  w i t h  t h e  names of many o f  t he  e a r l y  20th cen tu ry ' s  most 
prominent Americans, was a jscovered i n  a  cupboard on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  the Scanlon 
Log House, f u r t h e r  eviaence t h a t  some of h i s  important  work was done from h i s  "home 
base". Examples of t h i s  s t a t i o n e r y  are being donated t o  the West V i r g i n i a  S ta te  
Archives. 

The Scanlon Farm, preservea i n  i t s  19th century p r i s t i n e  cond i t ion ,  i s  then 
s i g n i f i c a n t  as a  gooa i n t a c t  rep resen ta t i ve  example o f  a  prosperous middle l e v e l  fa rm 
o f  the  per ioa,  ana as home t o  the  l o c a l l y  prominent Scanlon fami ly ,  one o f  whose 
members, Dr. Charles Scanlon, rose from these humble beginnings t o  na t i ona l  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n f l uence  and renoun. 
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9. NAJOK BI~LIOGRAP~~CAL REFERENCES (Cont inuea) 

Maxwell, Hu, and H. L. Swisher, H i s t o r  o f  Hampshire County, West V i r g i n i a ,  From 
T- 

- - 
I t s  E a r l i e s t  Sett lement -- t o  t h e  resentyMorgantown, k .  Va., A. B. Boughner, 
PrTnter ,  1897. 

Nest V i r g i n i a  h e r i t a g e  Encyclopedia, "Scanlon, Charles", by A. Ka r l  Rannel ls , -  
Richwood, W .  Va., Comstock PuD., 1973. 

The k e s t  Vir i n i a  Review, "Prominent West V i rg in ians :  Charles Scanlon, L.L.D." by 
T o h n  S'. T-7 ornwe 1- I, ho. 9, June, 1924. 

Wilson, G i l l  I . ,  The S to ry  of' Presbyter ianism i n  Nest V i rg in ia ,  n.p., 1958. - - -- 
Oral I n te rv iews  w i t h  T. Dennis Siepmann, by Michael J. Pauley, Romney, W. Va., 

June ana September, 1987. 

Hampshire County Deea Books. -- 

10. VERBAL BWNGARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION (Continued) 

Run Roaa; thence 500 f e e t  nor theas t  a long t h e  1200-foot Contour L ine  t h a t  
p i l r t l a l  l y  f o i l ows  the  east s iae  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  access road ana so as t o  i nc lude  
t h e  main t a r n  on the  proper ty ;  thence 400 f e e t  i n  a l i n e  due n o r t h  t o  t h e  
1200-foot Contour L ine  approximately due nor theast  f o r  600 f e e t  t o  a s l i g h t  
southwara t u r n  i n  sa ia  l i n e ;  thence i n  a l i n e  1,000 f e e t  southwest t o  t h e  p o i n t  
o f  beginning, encompassing approximately seven acres, having taken i n  the  Scanlon 
Log House, t h r e e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l a i n g s  a n c i l l a r y  t o  t h e  house, and t h e  
immediately aajacent  open spaces t h a t  are na tura l  open spaces, r inged by f o r e s t e d  
h i l l s i d e s  and r iages ,  t h a t  have h i s t o r i c a l l y  formed p a r t  o f  t h e  imnediate 
environment o t  the  farm, p r o v i d i n g  space f o r  t he  growing of crops t h a t  supp l ied  
t h e  imnediate neeas of t he  fami ly .  These open spaces are, there fore ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  
nominated area of the  Scanlon Farm. 
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i 1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property APP~OX.  7 acres 
Quadrangle name S p r i n g f i e l d ,  W. Va. Quadrangle scale 1" :24'oOo1 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 
Beginning a t  t h e  p o i n t  on t h e  south s ide  o f  Three Churches Run Road where sa id  road 

i n t e r s e c t s  on unimproved d i r t  road t h a t  goes south and f o r d s  Three Churches Run (Lower 
Branch); thence 600 f e e t  due southeast along t h e  south s i d e  o f  Three Churches 
List al l  states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/ A code county code 

state code countv code ---- 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
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The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for ional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665),1 hereby nominate this property for incl that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set 5 

State Histork Preservation Officer signature 
/ / '  

t l tk  S ta te  H i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion  O f f i c  date December 11, 1987 

Mkd:  date 
ChWdFbOietratkm 

GPO 91 1-899 










