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Over the years (according to local residents) this building
has housed the Opera House, the ldeal Theatre, Alpine

Bowling, and currently the Ben Franklin Store. Advertisements
from The Review (now the Hampshire Review) in 1909 boast

that the Opera House provided '"Good clean entertainment

each night'' and indicated a price range of movies being

10, 15, and 20 cents, with a '"Big Vitagraph Blue Ribbon
Programme''.

A January 2, 1935 advertisement in the Hampshire Review
gave the billing for Saturday, January 5 as being ''Defense
Rests' with Jack Hott and Jean Arthur, also, the fifth
chapter of the serial '"Red Ridder''.

The building facade has changed somewhat over the years
to accomodate large slate glass windows. The building
has played an integral role in the evolution of Romney's
downtown area.




Opera House - Ben Franklin Store
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Romney Hampshire County 1
Architect/Builder Date of Construction Style
¢.1920
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Quadrangle Name

Survey Organization & Date

Aarcher, Inc.
Field Survey October 2006
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Present Owners Owners Mailing Address

Phone #

Acres

Describe Setting

Archaeological
Artifacts Present

Description of Buildings or Site (Original and Present) 2 Stories 2 Front Bays

This building features a concrete block front wall, and side walls built with large (1' x 5") terra cotta tiles. A stepped parapet distinguishes the
roofline of this otherwise plain and altered building. The 1% story commercial front is faced with formstone. This appears to be a later
treatment. The metal-and-glass door and the flanking plate-glass windows appear to be later considerations. Second-story windows are
arranged in pairs and also are not original to the building. The side entrance leading to the upper level does retain an original transom light.

This commercial building experienced a series of alterations, but it retains much of it essential historic character and massing.
(Use Continuation Sheets)

Alterations If yes, describe: The 1% story commercial front is faced with formstone. Second-story windows are arranged in
X pairs and also are not original to the building.

No
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Located on the west side of 8 Main Street, this 2-story, 2-bay building features a
concrete block front wall, and side walls built with large (1’ x 5”) terra cotta tiles. A
stepped parapet distinguishes the roofline of this otherwise plain and altered
building. The 1* story commercial front is faced with formstone. This appears to
be a later treatment. The metal-and-glass door and the flanking plate-glass
windows appear to be later considerations. Second-story windows are arranged
in pairs and also are not original to the building. The side entrance leading to the
upper level does retain an original transom light. This commercial building
experienced a series of alterations, but it retains much of its essential historic

character and massing. It remains a contributing resource within the Historic
District.





