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STREET ADDRESS COMMON/HISTORIC NAME NO. IN SURVEY NO. OF BAYS
Zmiles So. oF CCo. 2—\-.%} W
Haemison YromeE _
FRONT SIDE
TOWN OR COMMUNITY COUNTY NEGATIVE NO.
o NOT VISIBLE
Bom nej Tl e AwFs\\'\r‘e_ FROM ROAD
ARCHITECT/BUILDER DATE OF CONSTRUCTION EXTERIOR BUILDING FABRIC
V160 Pastered Stone.
DATE ROOFING MATERIAL STYLE (STAFF USE ONLY)
NAT. REGISTER LISTED N\ \
STATE REGISTER LISTED cta
PROPERTY USE OR FUNCTION TYPE OF FOUNDATION
S&-o Ne=,
QUADRANGLE NAME
. PHOTOGRAPH
SURVEY ORGANIZATION AND DATE ‘Eonmas (2" X 3" CONTACT)
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PRESENT OWNERS OWNER ADDRESS K .

John Decker Warmisen Comney | WY
(822-5082.) 5

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY

Keod
ADDITIONS IF YES, DESCRIBE
YES NO
ALTERATIONS IF YES, DESCRIBE
YES NO

NO. AND NATURE OF OUTBUILDINGS

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY (ORGINAL AND PRESENT)
This property contains a fwo-story plasterzd stone and frame Nouse. There ace 12 Yooms
i the Stone seckion . Bach rocom nas o door b Yhe og,c\-s\c\n:.1 but not to the othev yooms. Twe

Lrome oddition has five rooms with similar a.rv*omc&emer\"rs. Each room ln the stone section

hos a Slreplace. The plaster covenng the etterior shones s enﬂmved +o look like Stones
pointed White. Adjocent bul \dinﬁs inclde a Stone Spring house | a barn and a \-D%
O crib .

HISTORICAL/CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE . _ . i< much evidence of prenistonric sccupation of this site .
A number of PoINtS, pleces of pottery and oYhey ar¥i€acts have ween founcl near the house‘. The Sivat
niskoric account Aaal‘m% with The sf WAS N relation +o the Falvrfay \ands. This arza was included (n (ot
awmber™l and Vas surveyed April 8 ITHE. The survey party included both Geerge Wnshington and Lorel
Fairfak - The Site was referred +0 as rhe Falrfay Mill site or Reserve. Thc Eirst settler was Peter
-\{u,\ikendo,\l. Tn 1753 huke Decker bouﬁh'*' -\—he,pm?erl'b and Pmba.blg bui i+ the stone. howse, he died \’r‘\ 1747 .
Tre Gounty oougnt™ the property in 795 for o poor farm and i+ remained such until 1445 Puring this
Mme the Counky builr a frame addition . Tn 144S +he property was bouqht by ameBowIman
o€ h)\-\ee\'\r\.s. Rormisons bbluf)h:\" +he Vo{xﬂj n 1AbZ or b3,
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DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE & HISTORY
THE CULTURAL CENTER
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25305

1. NAME(S), bistorieommon: Hampshire Parish House

‘ (Proposed)

Poor House
weeosd:  Fast of River Rd.
aprx. 9 miles south of

cdyhown: - Romney, WV
{incarporatedfunincorporated)

2. LOCATION,

3 .USE/FUNCTION,

onginat: Parish House (?)

4. OWNER/ADDRESS,  present: David Harmimon

RT. 4 Bx. 28

pecn: Hunting lodge {rental prop.)
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Romney, WV 26757

ergma: Trustees of the Parish of Hampshire (?)

. PHOTO/SKETCH OF:

3

6. LOCALEIENVIRONMENT(mp):
No.

8. ACREAGE (approxg

1 on nmavo

7. PLAN (includ

360 acres
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a, Exterior Fabric b. Structural System ¢. Roofing Material
,Quarried sand stope

stope
brick . frame meal X__C & stand,seam
con log slate
€  metal tile
weatherboard other . phal
I—.'L A \ p iﬁw
board & batten other _____
shingle foundation_oLONE
other
d. Assaciated Structures (use/type): ¢. Integrity (include datesk
oubuildings_SDring house original siterelocated Qriga Site
Kitchen/wash room (ruins) dentemdtairs changed; upner Q.

i enine e Naes Garel e TBOS
MmI&EnﬂuunLgquJuxL4xuu;_$iM£ additions
to the sout

f. Condition: ¢ Theaw: Maintenance neglect

10. SIGNIFICANCE (use additional sheet if necessaryk

a. Architect/Buildet/Engineer:

b. Style/Period:

e Daepy _1793=1805 (?)

Hampshire Co., W.V. Deed Book #14, p. 62-65,

Hampshire Co., W.V. Deed Book #9, p. 118,

11. BIBLIOGRAPHY: . :
Mead, W. 0ld Churches, Ministers and Families of
Virginia. (Philadelphia: J.P. Lipvencott & Co.)

Peterkin, G. W. A History and Record of the Protestant Epi
Episcopal Church In the Diocese of West Virginia. Charleston,

West Virginia: Tribune Co., 1902.

WPA: Historical Records Survey. "Inventory of the
Church Archives of West Virginia, Protestant Episcopal

Church.'"c. 1938. . '
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Hampshire Parish House/ The Poor House

This lot, number one, was first granted to Peter
Kuykendall in 1749 by Lord Fairfax. Luke Decker bought
the land in 1758 and his son, John, inherited it.

The stone house which stands on it long served as
a poor house for Hampshire County. Its plan is unusual:
none of the six ground floor rooms connect, each having
one door opening to the porch., Upstairs there are six
rooms as well, partitioned into two three-room wings.
Access from downstairs wzs apparently by two sets of
winding stairs (now gone)..

rooms

All twelveashave a fireplace with mantle and one
window opening North. Two rooms downstairs with more
elaborate woodwork probably served a formal function.

In 1793 John Decker sold the land to the "Trustees
of Hamopshire Parish, in the county of Hampshire."

The formation of Hampshire County in 1753 included the
formation of a Parish (of the Episcopal Church of England.)
Anyone living in the county was automatically a member of
the Parish, regardless of religious belief. This meant
that in addition to taxes, all were liable to pay tithes
to the Parish for support of the clergy.

The Vestry (later "Trustees") of the Parish, an
elected body, served the function of today's police
in the county. They also administered aid to the poor,
and were émnowered to purchase land and put up houses
for the use of the clergy and the Parish,

It is possible then that the Parish Trustees, after
buying this land, had the stone house built as a-Parish
house.

Lands so owned by the Episcopal Church,bought with
tithe money, were referred to as "Glebe lands". (It is
noteworthy that this area is still locally called
"the Glebe".)

In 1802 the Virginia General Assembly sought to
dissolve any vestige of a state church. An Act was
vassed empowering the Overseers of the Poor in each
county to sell the Glebe lands, when vacated.




The Hampshire County Overseers of the Poor, noting
the "resignation and removal of the Rev. J.H. Reynolds",
in 1805 sold the property to its former owner John Decker,
He sold it back to the Overseers of the Poor that same day.
Presumably soon after, it assumed its function as a poor
house, -

It is oroposed that this is one of the last Parish
houses put uo by a Vestry of the "Established Church",
and that it was built between the years of 1793 and 1805.




WEST VIRGINIA ANTIQUITIES COMMISSION
HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM

Please send completed forms to:
West Virginia Antiquities Commission
0ld Mountainlair, West Virginia University

. Inv Res

Sub

Acc

Rej

P .
Tep Morgantown, West Virginia 26506
. COMMON HAL M1 Son  Bowe
NAME and/or HISTORIC | ®rp CouwTy HOME  CeupnsTy  PooR FaARu
STREET & NUMBER | 4t A e, Sourn oF 5w (ch"( RouTe g)
LOCATION TOWN Rompey
COUNTY FOAMPOSHIRE Ceou Wy
OWNER'S NAME JornN PeckKepf HARMISoA)
OWNER'S
STATUS ADDRESS
PROPERTY USE
PUBLIC ACCESS YES: NO: \/ REMARKS ;
COURTHOUSE AT
LEGAL WHICH RECORDED | HAUP SHIRE CounsTY
DESCRIPTION ADDRESS
RomNey
APPROX. ACREAGE
CONDITION oo D B
. THIS PELECETY CoRTMIRSG A Twe SRy PLASTERED STonE AnD
FRANGE fou T - THELS ARSE /2 oD 18 "TUS Shy,ue SecTieo;
EfcH Room wios A Dook To THE Qug sibe DUT NeT Te Tua
PHYSICAL oTueR RoonS, THE FRAME ADRTION Has FIVE ReonS Wi
SITE DESCRIPTION Shml LAR ApANCmMenNTS, ERCH Rocm I T""C. *S'Tiou'cs sECTo .
DESCRIPTION i helude phot MAS A FIRCPACE . Tic PLaSTel Coverd e Tuae EXTerich
(inc ude Photo= |+ oo 1 E0GRAVED To oo idKE SRNES PauTed
graph if possi- |, .c ADTacest BuitDicesd NCupe A DPORE 3pawc
ble) Hous & & Boero AoD A LG Col il CIB.
TIME PERIOD
THERE (S MucH EVIDeENCE oF PREsSTORIC ogcu{PA‘no.Q
OF THIS STE. A NUMBER oF PoinTs, PLECES oF PolTeRY AN
oTHeE. METIFACTS HAVE BEan) FoundD BREARTHS houseE,
STATEMENT OF THE FIRST tis Tl ACouT DEALING WiTH THE SITE LOAS 0 RELA;
SITE To THE FPARFAX LAnDS, THis AREA WAS (N cauden (& «oT N umpe:
INCUDED B¢ TH GeorR e WIRSH L eTony AD CORD ;2‘2“‘7\7‘- e
SiTe WAS ReFERRch To AS THE FARFax ML SITE ReSzpvE, THE
ERST SeTTLeER. WAS PETeRr_ KuY ewpart, N 1753 LuKe DeuseR. |
BouctrT THE PRoPeRTY ARD PROBABLY BUiLT Tue BTonE HOUSE, #E Dier
11767, Tie CounTy BoudHT THE PRoPeety 10 1793 FoR A Pook.
%E:%é”c&@?"éﬁ'?’q A FRAME ADD TION, 1 Q4 S THE
PRoPERTY WAS BoucHT BY A MR BowMAn oF WHEEUINE,
ROUGH MAP OF H AR MiSoms BouGHT THE PROPERTY IN 1162 oR- 1963,
PROPERTY IN
RELATION TO
MAP SURROUNDINGS
(show route num-
bers and street
names)
PHIL PITTS, RESEARCH ASSISTANT
FORM NAME West Virginia Antiquities Commission
PREPARED
BY ADDRESS
Morgantown, West Virginia 26506
DATE JThNUARY 976
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