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DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE & RISTORY
THE CULTURAL CENTER
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25305

| CONTEXT.

1. NAME(S), hisorideommon: NON€e  assigned

L
Stone Fort
weetioad: p nrxe 450" west of River Rd.

8 miles south of

2. LOCATION,

pend) 98N
(soN #oN
{spmag
0N 34

Hm-206 9

cityltown: Romnsj, wv
{incorporatedlunincorporated)
3 .USE/FUNCTION, pesen: StOrage shed- (publicfprivate,
restricted)
oigna: S€ttlers' fort during French
and Indian war (?)
4. OWNER/ADDRESS, present (O, Ellis Hood (public/private)
Woodsboro, Maryland
original: ?
5. PHOTO/SKETCH OF: 7. PLAN (include app: di R
Attached

*

6. LOCALE/ENVIRONMENT(map}
No. 2a on map

8. ACREAGE (approxy
405 acres
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a, Exterior Fabric

b. Strucinral System

c. Roofing Material

@

stone _2A y wood__shingles
brick v frame metal

concrele log slate

to metal tile

weatherboard other _& hewn phal

elnpboud l ve P os

board & batten__ OOTe other

shingle foundation Stone

other

e. Imegrity (include dates):

cutbuildings original sitefrelocated OPigas Site

altcrations Sgnf.h wWall § fhlmneg?‘z
depend removed, uppose y use in

incow added, vé e 0 . w?i'n
other additions
. Condition: ¢ Tea  Water draining from main house L48'

excellent away is pooling at north end of fort,
o - 1
fair causing collapse of corner.g2uwea
deteriorated

10. SIGNIFICANCE (use additional sheet if necessary}

a. Architect/Builder/Engineer:
unknown

b. Style/Period: Af G SIGLE
e. Daeer _C, 1755=60 (7)

v

11. BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Brannon, S. W. (%d.). Historic Hamoshire. Parsons, WV: McClain, 19756

12. FORM PREPARED BY

EUGENE H., WILLIAMS

Fugene Williams gy~ RIVER ROAD  .oate _2=8J,

a. Address

b. Organization

ROMNEY, —WEST VAL L6757
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"Stone Fort" at Van Meter House

Strong local tradition identifies this as a fort,
built for defense against the French and Indians, circa
1755.

Its unusual tapering portholes, originally eighteen
in all, support such a use, at least in plan. Other
evidence is the lower level of joists which would permit
use of the upper portholes. It is assumed that the taper
of these »ortholes was to allow pivot space for a rifle.
The hevn joists are haphazardly spaced, suggesting hasty
construction. The upper ones are secured to the wall
plates with iron dogs, driven in, another unusual feature.

It is obvious that from early in its life this
building has functioned as a smokehouse; all joists hold
forged meat hooks, and a hollowed-log meat-salting trough
remains in place.

Possibly this building was built with a du@l purpose
in mind: that is, a meat house with double—functioning

2ir vents/gun portholes, and a well-provisioned stronghold.




