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MECHANICSBURG GAP UNION ENCAMPMENT (ROM-003)

Number and Nature of Outbuildings
There are no outbuildings associated with this resource.

Resource Description
Components of the encampment are the campsite, the Northwestern Turnpike, Yankee
Spring and the Trenches. '

This area was used as a campsite for Union forces in the spring and fall of 1863. A
lithograph of the site illustrates the camp layout. Two regiments of infantry were camped
west of the Northwest Turnpike. The enlisted men where housed in circular Sibley tents,
which are shown “stockaded” in the lithograph. The wall tents of the company officers were
located to the rear of the enlisted men’s tents (Billings 1887:73). The color area was directly
west of the road. Brigade officers were probably quartered in the Hamilton House. Metal
detection to the north of the house located officers’ equipment (Wolford 1999 personal
communication). ' '

Three tents, one Sibley and two large hospital tents were located east of the encampment.
These could have been the infirmary, which was located away from the main camp. Yankee
Spring (Wolford 1999 personal communication) is located on the east bank of Mill Creek.
Here Union soldiers constructed a dry-laid stone lining for the spring.

The fort was located on the hill directly east of the encampment. This consisted of an egg-
shaped outer perimeter of entrenchments. Inside this was the central redoubt. This
stronghold was square and about 40 feet long on each side. At the corners were traverses,
projecting earthen walls which protected the redoubt (John Milner Associates, Inc.-1998:np).
There were two passageways or covered ways between the fort and the outer perimeter.

From the lithograph it seems likely that the three sections of artillery had their camps outside
of the fort. Joshua Winters mentioned digging rifle pits for the fort; these were located on =
the eastern side of Fort Mill Ridge. : :

Historical /Cultural Significance
Historic research indicates that the 4® Brigade moved to the camp in March, 1863 and that
fort was constructed between March and June of 1863. Colonel Jacob Campbell, brigade
commander, recorded in his diary for March 16, 1863: “move the forces from Romney to
east end of Mechanicsburg Gap” (Jacob M Campbell Papers 1863:n. p.). -

Construction on this battery began immediately. In his diary Private Joshua Winters,
Company G, 1% West Virginia Volunteer Infantry, recorded his picket and fatigue duty at the
battery. March 24, Tuesday: “iwas on gard at the battety tonight.” April 4, Saturday: “i was
on furtigue today on the mountain.” May 28, Thursday: “i was on furtigue today a diggin
rifell pits.” In aletter to his sister dated 6 June 1863 he wrote: “i guess they ar about dun
with the fort and the intrenchments, then our deuty wont bee so heavy” (Swiger 1991:61, 62-
63, 68, 69).
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In the lithograph of the site, the 1% infantry regiment was still designated Virginia
Volunteers. This was changed to West Virginia after statehood was proclaimed on June 20,
1863. The site was abandoned for the month of July 1863, then reclaimed and occupied until
November 1863.

Atthe begmmng of the Civil War, both sides considered western Virginia very important
territory. The north believed it was the “back door” to Richmond; the south wanted to
control the area and the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. Both sides considered Romney a
strategic town. The camp was occupied for eight months during 1863. The north believed it
was necessary to hold Romney to protect the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, their main east-
west transportation route, from Confederate raids. In the last two years of the war, the
Confederates did not try to occupy territory in West Virginia, but raided the area for food
and supplies.

National Register Eligibility Assessment

The resource was evaluated under the Criteria for Evaluation for the National Register of
Historic Places. It was found to be noz eligible because of loss of integrity. There have been -
changes in the setting in the last 130 years. Fort Mill Ridge is now heavily wooded, and
several modern houses have been constructed in the encampment area.
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