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| Survey Organization & Date
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Sketch Map of Property
Or Attach Copy of USGS M:

Quadrangle Name
Rio

Part of What Survey
Hampshire County
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Architect/Builder Date of Construction Style
Circa 1833 Gable front
Exterior Siding/Materials Roof Foundation
Wood over logs Metal Stone
Property Use or Function UTM# 17S
Residence 0] 0701317E/ 4334554N




Present Owners Owners Mailing Address

Phone #
Describe Setting Church sits on a level lot at the intersection of two roads

<1 Acres

Artifacts Present

Description of Building or Site (Original and Present) 1 Stories _1 Front Bays

Double doors with federal transom over. Windows are on the long sides of the building. Wide eave overhang and deep eave
returns. Wide cornice board and end gable trim at the rake. Working shutters. See continuation sheet
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Alterations If yes, describe
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Describe All Outbuildings

(Use Continuation Sheets)

Statement of Significance

Associated with rise of community, architecture
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Rio called North River Meating House .
Mission Baptist Church also calied Primitive
Baptist Church - A log buliding with land
deeded by Caleb Evans

The Rev. Xenathon J. Richardson - First some
missionary appointed by the Virginia Synod
organized the first Lutheran Congregation. The
church was called The North River Evangelical
Lutheran Church,

Reverend Petar Miller reorganized - thereafter
called Ebenazer Evangelical Church.

Postmaster Benjamin Richards changed the
namé to Rio

During the Civil War the jog building burned
down after a skirmish between opposing forces. §
Several people were killed in the fighting. The
dead were buried in the church property.
Somatime later, due to a stipulation in the
church deed, sll grave markers were ramoved
and replaced with flat stones. Some can still

be seen at the right-hand corner of the road.

&7 members of the Ebenezer Evangelical
Lutheran Church resolved to build a church
within 400 yards of present church building

1905 Services were still beld at the North River
Meeting House (Rio Baptist Church)

1977 Rio Baptist Church, due to declining E o
mambarship, no longer held services.
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