HPI FORKS OF CACAPON BRIDGE
Internal Rating:

WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY

INVENTORY FORM
Street Address Common/Historic Name/Both | Field Survey # Site# (SHPO Only)
. ) O B3}
Located in Hampshire County . HPI #1 e e
Forks of Cacapon Bridge 1M -N3FY G
along WV 127 at M.P. 1.40 R HIMYT-0O495
Town or Community County Negative No. NR Listed Date
Forks of Cacapon, WV Hampshive County
Architect/Builder Date of Construction Style (SHPO Only)
E.R. Mills 1937
Exterior Siding / Materials Roofing Material Foundation
Construction material: concrete Deck material: Concrete Abutments: concrete  Piers: concrete
and steel
Property Use or Function Utm Zone 17 NAD 1981
Transportation Easting 712,989
Northing 4,337,083
Quadrangle Name
Largent
Survey Organization & Date
TEFLDH Part of What Survey / FR#
Forks of Cacapon Bridge, State
Sepiaribes 1. 200 Project Number S314-127-1.40 00
Federal Project Number BR- !
0127(006)E (F ¥ Ol 158 -1 11N
"
:—,—-"C-_ Vo127
zZ
g Tl 3
s}




HP| FORKS OF CACAPON BRIDGE

Name: Forks of Cacapon Bridge

Survey #: HPI #1

Survey / FR#: _Forks of Cacapon Bridge Replacement: $314-127-1.40 00/BR-0127(006)E
Present Owners Owners Mailing Address
WVDOT Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV
Describe Setting Unknown — <1 Acres

[ Archaeological Artifacts Present
The bridge is located in a very rural area and spans the Cacapon River. The bridge carries WV 127 over the Cacapon River,
approximately 1 % miles east of the WV 127 and County Route 29 intersection. There is an abandoned house (structure #18) and a
wood frame storage building (structure #19) near the job site.

Description of Buildings or Site (Original and Present) Stories Front Bays
See Continuation Sheet

Alterations Yes O No Ifyes, describe
New flexbeam approach rails were installed in April of 1985.

Additions [ | Yes & No |If yes, describe

Describe All Qutbuildings
NIA

Statement of Significance:
See Continuation Sheet

Bibliographical References

WVDOH Bridge Files, Maintenance Division, October 1994 & 2004,

WVSHPO, Historic Property Inventory Form, Cultural Center, Charleston , WV, Jan. 1990
WVSHPO, HAER Inventory, Charleston, WV, Jan. 1978

Form Prepared By: Date: September 2,2005

Name/Organization: Sondra Mullins

Address: WV Division of Highways
Capitol Complex
Building 5, Rm. 483
Charleston, WV 25305

| Phone #: 558-9487
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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM
CONTINUATION SHEET

Name: Forks of Cacapon Bridge
Survey Number:
Project/ FR#:  Forks of Cacapon Bridge Replacement, S314-127-1.40 00/BR-0127(008)E

DESCRIPTION:

The existing bridge was built in 1937 and consists of a three span steel beam bridge spanning the Cacapon River. The builder was

E. R. Mills from Charleston, West Virginia. The structure consists of two concrete abutments and two concrete piers. The bridge
carries a 27" wide out to out cast in place reinforced concrete deck with an additional hot laid bituminous concrete (HLBC) wearing
surface. Both approaches consists of 25' high shale fills extending some 300’ in both directions. There are 4'4" wide additional gravel
stabilized shoulders along each edge bringing the total approach roadway width to 31’. There are galvanized flexbeam rails and posts
along each approach with wooden impact blocks in between. They overlap the concrele bridge parapets with adequate attachment.
They terminate by flaring back with cable ties and treatments. The structure is 238'8" long and is 25" wide measuring from the insides
of the railings. There are reinforced concrete open gothic parapets along each side. The travelway across the bridge has no sidewalks
or shoulders. The curbs are reinforced concrete with the usable roadway width between them measuring 23'10-1/2" wide. Itis
approximately 20’ from the bottom of the steel to the Cacapon River normal pool elevation. The bridge is located on a long tangent
saction of roadway with the nearest horizontal curve ending some 200" before abutment #1. The bridge is nearly level with a negative
grade of 0.25%. There is no skew. There are no nearby intersections but a sportsman’s access road and a concrete boat ramp begins
200" on the left from abutment #2 continuing back along the approach fill to the river. The Department of Natural Resources
constructed the boat ramp in 2002-2003

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFIGANCE: The Forks of Cacapon Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion
C for master bridge builder, E.R. Mills.
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Date of Construction:

Builder:

Present Owner:

Present Use:

Significance:

Project Information:

STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION
FORKS OF CACAPON BRIDGE

West Virginia Route 127, over Cacapon River
Forks of Cacapon

Hampshire County

West Virginia

USGS Largent Quadrangle

1937

E.R. Mills

West Virginia Department of Transportation
Division of Highways

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Building 5, Room A-110
Charleston, WV 25305

Transportation

The Forks of Cacapon Bridge is significant due to its association with a
well known bridge builder.

The project has been undertaken due to the poor condition of the
structure. Any future deterioration of the bridge would result in its
closure, the existing bridge warrants replacement. The documentation
was undertaken in December 2006 in accordance with a Memorandum of
Agreement among the West Virginia Department of Transportation,
Federal Highway Administration and West Virginia State Historic
Preservation Office. These measures are required prior to replacement
of this National Register eligible structure.

Sondra L. Mullins, Historian

West Virginia Division of Highways
Charleston, WV 253056

January 2008
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The Forks of Cacapon Bridge was built in 1937 by E.R. Mills of Charleston, WV. E.R. Mills
began its operation in Kentucky and opened offices in Charleston in 1929. They continued to
build bridges in West Virginia throughout the 1920’s and 1930’s. By 1941, the company was not
awarded any new bridge contracts. After that the company seems to go out of business, they
were no longer in the industrial directories put out by the WV Department of Labor.

The Forks of Cacapon Bridge consists of a three span steel beam bridge spanning the
Cacapon River. The structure consists of two concrete abutments and two concrete piers. The
bridge carries a 27’ wide out to out cast in place reinforced concrete deck with an additional hot
laid bituminous concrete (HLBC) wearing surface. Both approaches consists of 25’ high shale
fills extending some 300’ in both directions. There are 4'4" wide additional gravel stabilized
shoulders along each edge bringing the total approach roadway width to 31'. There are
galvanized flexbeam rails and posts along each approach with wooden impact blocks in between.
They overlap the concrete bridge parapets with adequate attachment. They terminate by flaring
back with cable ties and treatments. The structure is 238'8" long and is 25" wide measuring from
the insides of the railings. There are reinforced concrete open gothic parapets along each side.
The travel way across the bridge has no sidewalks or shoulders. The curbs are reinforced
concrete with the usable roadway width between them measuring 23'10-1/2" wide. Itis
approximately 20’ from the bottom of the steel to the Cacapon River normal pool elevation. The
bridge is located on a long tangent section of roadway with the nearest horizontal curve ending
some 200’ before abutment #1. The bridge is nearly level with a negative grade of 0.25%. There
is no skew. There are no nearby intersections but a sportsman’s access road and a concrete
boat ramp begins 200’ on the left from abutment #2 continuing back along the approach fill to the
river. The Department of Natural Resources constructed the boat ramp in 2002-2003.
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Forks of Cacapon Bridge

West Virginia State Route 127
Cacapon River

Forks of Cacapon

Hampshire County, West Virginia

Photographer: Sondra Mullins June 2006

FORKS OF CACAPON-1 End View of structure looking East

FORKS OF CACAPON-2 Elevation View (Westside) looking downstream

FORKS OF CACAPON-3 View from Upstream side of bridge looking East

FORKS OF CACAPON-4 Elevation View looking downstream

FORKS OF CACAPON-5 Northside of Bridge looking downstream from
Boat Ramp

FORKS OF CACAPON-6 Concrete Parapet Wall

FORKS OF CACAPON-7 Bridge Builder Plate on Abutment #2
downstream side

FORKS OF CACAPON-8 Bridge plaque on Abutment #1 upstream side

FORKS OF CACAPON-9 Photographic copy of original drawing (From

of West Virginia Division of Highways Bridge
Files, Charleston, West Virginia) Original plans
for superstructure and substructure.
Photographic copy of original drawing (From
collection of West Virginia Division of Highways
Bridge Files, Charleston, West Virginia) Original
plans for piers and abutments.
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