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{Property Owners - Owner's Mailing Address

|Phone #
[Describe Setting

This property lies on a county road in rural south-central Hampshire County, northwest of
the unincorporated crossroads village of Kirby.

Acres

none Archaeological
Artifacts Present

Description of Buildings or Site (Original and Present) 1  Stories 1 Front Bays

1-story vernacular fraternal assembly building of wood construction, set on masonry piers, with a 1-bay fagade and centered entrance featuring a solid
panel door with a solid transom. The entrance is accessed from a concrete block stoop. The building is finished in shiplap siding, with sidings set
along the diagonal in the pediments. Above the door is a simply-lettered sign with the initials “M. W. of A. Kirby Camp No. 12608.” Side elevations are
penetrated by 3 flat topped windows, 2/2, and a shed-roofed addition is on the rear.

(Use Continuation Sheets)

Alterations [ If yes, describe
Yes No Appear minimal

Additions O O If yes, describe
Yes No

]Describe all Outbuildings

The building sits in a rural setting near the unincorporated village of Kirby, with picnic and assembly
Igrounds behind, including sheds and an open-sided picnic pavilion.

(Use Continuation Sheets)

Statement of Significance:

This was the local assembly hall of the Modern Woodman of America and was used for community gatherings sponsored
by the organization. The organization was founded in 1883 in Lyons, lowa by Joseph Cullen Root as a fraternal benefits
society. According to the organization's website, "During a Sunday sermon, Root heard Reverend Sydney Crawford tell a
parable about the good that came from woodmen clearing away the forest to build homes, communities and security for
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their families. Because this seemed the perfect symbol for Root’s goal of clearing away financial burdens
for families, he adopted the term 'Woodmen." To express that his fraternal society would be ever
changing to keep up with the times, he added 'Modern."™ It appears eligible for the National Register
under Criterion C for architecture and Criterion A for is association with the patterns of fraternal/social

development in the U. S.

e
o EhEb
é\ﬁ:% =

AR

(AT TR

=



