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Present Owners Owners Mailing Address
Hicks, John

Phone #

Describe Setting

Large original land grant to John Kuykendall along the South Branch River. Lot 7 of the Fairfax South Branch River Survey,
conveyed to Kuykendall by Thomas Lord Fairfax on June 15, 1749. It was the site of two armed exchanges with Indians and
served as a publicly supported fortress during the colonial Indian Wars and the French and Indian War.

400 Acres

X Artifacts

Present

Description of Building or Site (Original and Present) 2 Stories 5  Front Bays

This building has evolved in four iterations, the first being the original fort, the second being a settler’s cabin that was
attached to the fort, an 1840 addition, and a 1987 kitchen addition. There are many outbuildings including an original slave
dwelling. The original fort was a two story log house surrounded by a stockade and was centrally located on the broad
bottom lands. It was built and used by the several Kuykendall families who settled there after 1749.

See continuation sheets

Alterations

Additions % Only the 1987 addition is not historic

Yes No

Describe All Outbuildings
Multiple barns, two of which are derelict and are being torn down.
(Use Continuation Sheets)

Statement of Significance

This building offers much information about settlement patterns, building styles and life ways of more than 250 years along
the South Branch River. The fort and its activities are well documented in the public records and historical accounts.
Individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

(Use Continuation Sheets)
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John Kuykendall House

John Kuykendall was the original grantee of this land,
in 1749 from Lord Fairfax. During the French and Indian
War in 1756, then Colonel George Washington ordered a
detachment to John Kuykendall's. Washington referred to
"Kuykendall's fort" in other war-time communications.

From existing evidence it cannot be said with
certainty whether the present house is on the location
of Fort Kuykendall. The fort may have been an adaptation
of John Kuykendall's original home, and may make up part
of what now stands.

The only complete log building is two stories high
with logs carefully hewn to approximately 6" x 12" and
joined with a complex, well-executed dovetail.* This
section was remodeled and rerbofed when the south wing
was built, circa 1840.

Attached to the north end of the two-story log house
are two one=-story log buildings, neither of which has a
south wall. A»vperently these both were altered_a£ time of
connection, but a sequence is hard to establish.

The central log house is built over a nartial basement
anc¢ around a stone chimney, and would a9near to be on its
original site. While its corner joints are not visible,
its original rafters are. They are hewn square, lap»ned and
ninned at the ridge, and have crudely-joined horizontal

bincers.
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The north-most log room appears to be only half of
a house, possibly relocated. Its joists, half of them
stubs, bear on a central log beam. It has no old
rafters and its logs are concealed by modern siding.

The south wing, circa 18h0, is a post-and-beam
structure. Its walls are filled with mud and board ends.*
Its interior is original and consists of two rooms and
large hallway with staircase. The wood trim is Greek
revival, closely related to that of'Sycamore Dale-
an 1839 house five miles to the North., The rafters in
the Kuykendall south wing are peeled pine rounds, nziled
to a ridge board.

This house has strong ties to the settlement and
French and Indian War periods, but lacks solid evidence
to identify and date its earliest part. If a restoration
occurs, many questions could be answered.

The south wing is one of the latest of the post-and-
beam structures in this survey. It is the site where,
according to family history, escaped Confederate Lt. John
Blue assumed another's identity when Union troops searched

the hoﬁse. .

¥see detail nhoto
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