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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY

INVENTORY FORM
Street Address Common/Historic Name/Both Field Survey # Site # (SHPO Only)
801 Jefferson Avenue ® o o m Q -0I% 5
Old Grave Creek Mound Museum
Town or Community County Negative No. NR Listed Date
Moundsville, West Virginia Marshall N/A July 19, 1964 (non-contributing)
Architect/Builder Date of Construction Style

Residence (0]
Commercial O
Other ®

Zone 17, E 521822 N 4418518

Survey Organization & Date

West Virginia Division of
Culture and History

February 26, 2015

Quadrangle Name
Moundsville, WV-OH

Part of What Survey/FR#

State of West Virginia circa 1940 Gothic Revival
Exterior Siding/Materials Roofing Material Foundation

Cut stone Asphalt sheeting Probably cut stone
Property Use or Function UTM#

Photograph
(2” x 3" Contact)

Sketch Map of Property
Or Attach Copy of USGS Map
(2]
°
Z
°
N




Present Owners Owners Mailing Address

State of West Virginia 1900 Kanawha Blvd. E.
managed by Div of Culture and History Charleston, WV 25306

Phone # 304-558-4800

Describe Setting

Located on the grounds of the Grave Creek Mound Archaeological Complex. The 2 Acres
property is located within Moundsville city limits on a city lot of approximately three )
acres. The property consists of flat level ground and is maintained. Building is Archaeological

located on the south side of Grave Creek Mound, a prehistoric Adena burial mound. Artifacts Present

Description of Building or Site (Original and Present) 1 Stories 7 Front Bays

The main building is constructed of mortared cut stone and measures c. 49 x 28 feet. It was constructed under the oversight of the
warden of the old West Virginia Penitentiary, and was originally primarily used as a gift shop where items made by prisoners were
sold. A later addition was built to accommodate archaeological displays. The building is now closed to the public with access blocked.
See Continuation sheet for additional information.

(Use Continuation Sheets)

Alterations If yes, describe

@ O Chimney may have been added later, prior to 1949.
Yes No

Additions If yes, describe
A u-shaped addition was added on east and west sides and along the back

ves No of the building. Archaeological exhibits were displayed in this area.

Describe All Outbuildings

A second building of similar cut-stone construction is located approximately 80 feet east of the
building. It measures c. 24 x14 feet and was used as a rest room.
See continuation sheet for more information.

(Use Continuation Sheets)

Statement of Significance

As a gift shop, the larger building was part of daily management of the Penitentiary. It was also important in the
interpretation of the Grave Creek Mound, as well as West Virginia Archaeology in general. See Continuation Sheet.

(Use Continuation Sheets)

Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet
(Use Continuation Sheets)

Form Prepared By: Date: 2-26-2015

Name/Organization: Grave Creek Mound Archaeological Complex
Address: 801 Jefferson Ave.
Moundsville, WV 26041

Phone #: (304) 843-4128

@ West Vireinia Division of Culture and Hist

State Historic Preservation Office
This program receives federal funds from the National Park Service. Regulations of the U. S. Department of the Interior prohibit unlawful discrimination in dep Federally Assisted
Programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap. Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any prog activity, or facility operated by a

recipient of Federal Assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127,



WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM
CONTINUATION SHEET

NAME 0Old Grave Creek Mound Museum SITE#

Description of Larger Stone Building:

Single story building measuring c. 49 x 28 feet with cut stone exterior wall and asphalt roof. Built in Gothic Revival
style, similar to the old West Virginia Penitentiary. An older (c. 1940 - Delf Norona reports construction began in the
1930s but building remained unfinished for several years) central section features a window flanked by single doors
in the front facade. A u-shaped addition was made c. 1949-50, adding two more windows on either side, creating a
facade with a total of 7 bays. The exterior consists of rusticated cut sandstone. A subtle change was observed in the
masonry between the older and newer sections: There diagonally cut stones were used in the older section, but not
the newer walls. In addition, the windows and doors in the central section are capped by keystones whereas the
windows in the addition are capped straight across. The central section also features small corner towers similar to
the prison's architecture. A large stone inscribed "Grave Creek Mound" is prominently placed over the central
window. A chimney is located on the west wall of the older section. The interior of the building appears to be brick
covered with plaster.

Description of Outbuildings:

A second,single story cut stone building is located c. 80 feet east of the old Grave Creek Mound museum. It
measures c. 24 x 14 feet. The stone exterior includes diagonally cut examples similar to those in the original
museum building. The corners are capped with similar, although lower crenelations / towers.

The front facade (facing the other building) features two single doors capped with keystones.

The building is divided into two rooms. The northern room contains a toitet - thus the building served as a rest room
for the mound property. The other room contains pipes and other debris. The roof of this building appears to be
concrete with iron or steel supports, while the interior walls are brick covered with plaster and/or paint.

Statement of Significance

The Old Grave Creek Mound Museum building has significance in terms of the old West Virginia Penitentiary as well
as the Grave Creek mound Archaeological site.

In style and construction, the building reflects the architecture of the penitentiary. The building and additions were
constructed while the mound property was under the management of the penitentiary. An aspect of prison
management was involved in terms of the gift shop where items made by prisoners were sold. The extra income a
prisoner could earn from such sales was a privilege that could be withdrawn in case of bad behavior. A article from
the March 13, 1949 edition of the Wheeling News-Register shows a photograph of Mrs. E.N. Russler who was
assigned the job of clerk at the Mound Museum after having served as matron in the women's section for 22 years
(the women were moved out of the penitentiary). One can see lamps with horse figurines and models of log cabins in
the photo. Many visitors to the Grave Creek Mound Archaeological Complex have mentioned remembering "trustee”
prisoners staffing the shop and museum.

The new addition was primarily constructed to house archaeological displays that interpreted Grave Creek Mound but
also West Virginia archaeology in general. A detalled description of these exhibits can be found on page 58 of
"Moundsville's Mammoth Mound" written by Delf Norona. The development of the West Virginia Archeological
Society and the construction of the addition and installation of archaeological progressed in tandem.



Old Grave Creek Mound Museum
Bibliography
Hemmings, E. Thomas

1984. “Investigations at Grave Creek Mound 1975-76: A Sequence for Mound and Moat
Construction”, West Virginia Archaeologist 36:2, Fall 1984, pp 3-49

Ketchum, M.E.
1939-1942 West Virginia Penitentiary Official Report and Souvenir. M.E. Ketchum, Warden.
West Virginia Archives, Con. 1 Pen. 1 1:1939-41

National Register Nomination, West Virginia Penitentiary
National Register Nomination, Grave Creek Mound

Norona, Delf.
1950. “The Grave Creek Mound Museum”, West Virginia Archeologist, No. 3, October, 1950,
pp 22-25
1951. “The Grave Creek Mound Museum”, West Virginia Archeologist, No. 4, June 1951,
pp. 26-28
1962. Moundsville’s Mammoth Mound. Third Edition revised, Moundsville, West Virginia.

Vosvick, Jamie, Sarah Posin, and Christopher Jackson
2012. A Phase | Archaeological Literature Review and Reconnaissance Survey for the Proposed
Complex Security Fence Replacement Project at the Grave Creek Mound Archaeological
Complex in the City of Moundsville, Marshall County, West Virginia. Archaeological Consultants
of the Midwest, Inc. FR # 11-1092-MR.

Note: Additional information can be located in the archival files house at the Grave Creek Mound
Archaeological Complex. This includes some notes by Delf Norona regarding the excavation behind the
mound. Delf Norona also describes a time capsule that was enclosed in the walls of the old museum
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Photographs of Old Stone Buildings at Grave Creek Mound Archaeological Complex

Present Appearance of Museum Building

Old Grave Creek Mound Museum. 2-24-2015. Facing NE

Old Grave Creek Mound Museum. 2-24-2015. Facing E.
Note weeping mulberry tree, which appears in historic illustrations.



Masonry details in old museum building.

Top center of building with inscription.
2-24-2015

Center (original) part of building.
Note diagonally cut stones.
2-24-2015

Right side of building (later addition).
No diagonally cut stones. 2-24-2015



Changes through time.

o

“Largest Mound in the United States"” CA-HIS4

Post card dating to 1936. Entrance to Grave Creek Mound prior to construction of building.

Grave Creek Mound Museum, same location as above. February 1949



MUSEUM BUILDING ON MOUND sITE

Photo from 1939-1941 West Virginia Penitentiary Official Report and Souvenir, M.E. Ketchum,
Warden. This photo shows no chimney on the building’s west wall. Chimney must have been
either a later addition, or the photograph has been reversed. It is also interesting to note that
the caption labels the building as a museum building. The penitentiary appears to have
primarily used it as a shop for selling items made by its inmates.

A similar view as above,
dated February 1949.

The chimney can be seen in
this photo.




. Mds.Echo Au 17'49
Break Ground

To Enlarge

MoundMuseum

Ground was broken today at the
site of the Mound Museum in
Moundsville in preparation for the

construction of a new addition to
the museum building.

Plans call for the museum to; be
enlarged in order to make room for
detailed exhibits dealing with the
history of the Mound Builders.

The present structure is too

small for that purpose.

While ground breaking for the new addition
took place on August 17, 1949, construction
work was in full swing on March 1, 1950, when
the photograph below was taken. Note half-
finished stone wall on right edge of photo.

This photo is dated March 1, 1950.
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The new aiditien 1o the Muscum building at the Grave Creek Mannd in Moundsville is now laking shape wwder the supervision
of the West Virglnis Archenlogical Suelety. Prison labor is being msed to comsiruet the addition, n{lah will emlarge the ent
ballding on three sides te permit the housing of artieles atirihuted te Ahariginal men, . s
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Undated newspaper clipping documenting construction of the addition. Caption mentions
prison labor is being used for the construction, and notes the involvement of the West Virginia
Archeological Society.

Construction of addition,
Summer of 1950

Rear view looking towards the east

Photograph taken in the summer of 1950 during con-
struction of outer walls.)
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pling  News-Regisier, Sunday, March 13, 1949
Mound Museum Houses Store for Sale of Sowvemrs
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Wheeling News-Register, Sunday, March 13, 1949.
“Mrs. E.N. Russler, a clerk in the Mound Museum at Moundsville, displays a part of the many
hand-made souvenir items made by inmates of the West Virginia penitentiary for sale to the
public. Money obtained by purchases is turned into the individual accounts of the inmates.
Mrs. Russler served as a matron in the women’s section of the prison for 22 years before
women prisoners were transferred to Pence Springs.”

i
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Gift shop.
Unknown date.
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A family visits
exhibits in
museum.
Unknown date.

Museum
exhibits.
Unknown
date.




Roof showing asphalt covering wood beam frame. 4-8-2013. The roof has since collapsed into
the building.

Interior showing center window flanked by doors of original building 4-8-2013.



Interior of museum building. 4-8-2013.



Rest Room Outhuilding

Restroom outbuilding. 2-24-2015. Construction date unknown, but stone work resembles older
part of old Grave Creek Mound museum building.

Interior view.
2-24-2015.




Third Outbuilding
This building has been demolished. Its function is not know at the present time.
Photo is dated March 1951.




O et

R A L

—_— e e o a =

~

“sappuafe puw suonMINSUI
£q asn 1oj swoy 1o puv saed
asuot| ‘sessanjew quind ‘Hunpo,o
sonposd o Aep e Sjusd o1 J0 2dum
B JE Jog®| JlEWUL SaSN ydlyav
‘sornsnpu)  uwosug  paesodo-nreis
oyr woa) apwaedos fpanua e
sassamsnyg pauwo - {uatd sy

‘sanuoy)
-ne g pauonoes udaq dary ‘|edy|
-]l 2q 0) puUno) SEA IDIE] YDIym
JorAuod gws suiyun  dupn
-Ul ‘S3NIANDR $SAUISNG A 10 ||V
"000°1$ Ve
JJ0W  JU SIduR|eq Jary SO1UWUL
JAYI0 [BIIAIS C000°01S UBY dlow
jo oouejeq v dn aping sey ‘ofe
SI100A Q7 QWOS S[[eaL AUy LIYHM
SSAUISNG B pPauOpuUBQR  SIdUMO
apisino. oyeaud uwaym juawdinbd

Suir0(tey Sty jO 1SOW PAULE]QO oYM

‘quiun ey pajtodal sea )

eEBrTEr SR
‘2104 wWnasny

punop ayy ut pue ‘Lrenuanuad oyl
12 WOOI S.IOMSIA I ul ISIIE]
1Y) 0) puas o) way Ang sy
-ut sraym ‘Alessiwwoed uosLd
ut pjos a1e swaly oy jo Auep
Spunj Jo ueIpoIsnd se
$19¢ OUm ‘udpiear oyi Ay pasosd
-de 9q Isnw v pue jduds ul age
suonousuesy, ‘siouosud Lq  pap
=uzYy S1 {YSed Ou pur UONRLNSIUIU
-pe uosuid sy ySnoayy patopio aue
sojuwuy ayy Aq pasn sanddng
saewuL Yy Jo I8
-zout Jiedwy £|snowas pinom ‘pres
Y JUSLUYIRIIND DY CuOnENjIqE]
-31 Ul (nyasn 21e Koy ples 'sassau
-ISN DY) PIPUIIP oy ‘Swepy
"000'T1S 18 panjua pajuawdinba suy
(i “sdweg pue splojjiq 's3uil
‘53199 @Y1] Swayt asnposd pue doys
Suuoney S ynjjun ueyy Jojjeus

_ an

JO IS0l PiEs uapiem SUL
"S121AU00 1w S1oenu0D duryuw
wotp sy Lq pangyord staws . )
PIIDALISIP SEM L JI)E POjloouDd
SeAL JoRNU0D QUL Swlojiun Iy
10 ainmppRuew Y} 10§ PiYy 150M0]
ayy panuugns pey ‘sdutdes 2o
d0) S00UDIUDS Q1| VI JO 18I Sy
0] GIGT Ui PARIAU0D "4y "IIJUD

“UOISSIWIOY) UOLJEAIDSUOD) LIS
3 JO SIADIP0 UILUADIONUA ME 10]
SWIOJIUN JAWWNS JO DINORjRURL
Y} 204 PP IOH VUL YA
10BIU0D SIS GLTTS JO HIIwm ase|
UONE[DOUED 911 SUImO[[of Saniry
-ae ssauisng siouostid oY) pasopd
-SIp Suepy ‘I UOAIUO MapIeA

s|jem S uon
-mnsul oy apstl sosudaaiud ssou
-sng [jews pg awos Junesado pue
Huuamo o] Ssnq e are Spudsedde
fienuanuag 21eIS Y1 1B SIBWU]

yonw ate sasudiaue .m._ocomta_lnaa A M OTHTUASAONNON

S|[DM Pulyag sosiidiajug ssauisng O
3jpiad(Q pub UM S{IIAUOD) UOSHI{ 9IPIS

*SINSLITDTIVUD MRS I13U0]

A @0

qunos s | (9 utanjony ‘z 9de  uvo panunuen)

o O N LT SO OO e
elgssnspasga|s
W s ks s o2 o o
> 2P egfeglES T
g. ..mﬂu.‘.u ﬂrnc

S ad S o v hm
T oo S N I
«He Q GPMUSS
. a 2 v B g 5 9 g e w
readeIeCH "
S B oo = =T u o
.ecumupvm»Wbm.ﬂ
~E e :f\\.sm T o -w
!llf.hu...eo eomCd L0
Se2Efecs5558<¢
v W o> O bt e uygon
LS o2 $-2E8FE
&tn l-.lfs = ey

E 0 o= A, = T~ S o O
F89EB .38 EXEED
..MQTM.MVV&..%..MOOCFI“
SR SR8 EZYS
T O ¢ i B~ S = S+ |
0 E5 ¢ e O
Oua ar a- o

(=]

U=
+ <

E el

Education has granted $15-per-
month salary incheases to 430
teachers and principals Ten-dol-
lar boosts were given 30 full
time jamitors, bus garage me-
chanics, 16 maintenance employ-

n
ces
the
L] -

©at

fon POST- 3-04-5€

post
50- 5

W\W



T e

Prison Labor to Build
Moundsville Museum

MQOUNDSVILLE, Aug. 17—@#F—
Construction of a new museum
building at the Mound state park
here will be started soon, peni-
tentiary officials announced today.

The structure i1s to be financed
through private dJdonations,

sible, It will replare B8 smaller
building now used for the purpose.
Preliminary survey work already
has been completed,

The prehistoric Indian burial
mound, which is located in the

park and which gives thig city its
|Iname, is located a short distance
from the penitentiary.
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the height of the mound by
soveral feet, but the other
dimensions are approximate-
ly the samne.

There. I8 today a museum
just outside the Grave Creek
Mound. Completed in 1952,
its construction was agonizing-
ly stow, Dr.’C. F. McClintic be-

~an the ereclion of 2 st one

building on the site while he
was warden of the penitenti-
ary in the ‘thirties. Warden
M. E. Ketchum completed this
initial struclure in the early
“forties, ,

The local Rotary Club. th
Marshall County Hislorical So-
ciety, and the omnipresent
Delf Noropa were active in
procuring muscumn  exhibils.
But Pearl Harbor put a stop
o these activitics.
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History Society

Dr. 0. D. Lambert of the West
Virginla untversity history nmﬁﬂn_-_.
moent was elected pretident of the
Weat Virginla Historical mo&mn_u‘.w
Saturday ant the annurl meating nt

Delf Naroma, colrt reperier in;

Noundsville H
A. D, Kenamernd of Shepherds-,
town was named first vice uwm.ﬁ._"
dent; Mrs. Gladys Gray of Charles-
ton, zecretary, succeedlng Willlam
Maglanls of Chatleston who de-
clined renemination, and Ross B..

ed), treasurer,

vwere choSén. S
The scociety in o resohition pro-

tested ihe proposed use of the

famed Moundsville Indlan mound
for ercotion of a residence for the
penitentiary warden, . .

A commilles wos appeoinied to
werk out plans for publication of
historical rocords In book farm
through publie subscription. The
original geal is $2.000.

Ancther resalution called for
trans{er of the state muscum from
the bgsement of the stete capited

Binding of old Stake nowsDAPSTs]
general preservallon of plonesr

tngs and relles were recommended
In oiher resolutions.

Distriet vice presidents nre Miss
Virginla Ebeling of Whaellng, first]

L L S BT

Dr. E. E. Myors of Fhillppl, scc-

the Xanawha hotel, He mcnnnmmnnw .

Johnston of Charleston (re-glect-

Six district vice presidents Bmom

eabine and other historleal buld-|

DR. O. D, LAMBERT .

ond, John W. Alatheny, Montgoms-
gry, third; Charles P. Harper,
Euntingion, fourth; M. "D, E.
¥rench, Bluefleld, fifth, and Roy;
Bird Cook, Cherleston, sixth. |
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GUARANTEED RADIO
REPAIR SERVICE
On All Moker and Styles

EAST END RADIO SERVICE

200 Oney 51 of Washington
Phone 37.954
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Mound Museum
10th Anniversary
Observance Held

MOUNDSVILLE (® — Wednes-
day was observed here not oaly
tedlas Independence Day but 3lso as

at{the 10th anniversary of the open-
ighling of the Mound Museum at the
site of the prehistoric Grave

to|Creek burial mound. .
thl The mound, located in the city

iesland near the State Penitentiary,|

~od|was a burial place for the Adena
?ﬁv@u_a. who roved this section of
ighithe Neorth Amerzican continent
snd|long before the Indians,
Participants in an anniversary
ajcecemony on e lawn of the mu-
use|scum inclided Edward MeMi-
earichacl -of Morgantown, state
deJarchacologist, and mayor Leroy
.gnmﬂm:m. .
McMichacl said the Grave
wresiCreck mound remains the larg-
thelcst burial mound discovered in

of ‘this country. He said the museum
» tolig the only place in West Virainia
cialwhere the public can view exten-
nay'sive archacological exhibits.

ibly "
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Riebe, Erin M

From: Riebe, Erin M

Sent: Friday, February 27, 2015 1:53 PM

To: Kohus, Jeremy A

Cc: Pierce, Susan M; Keller, Andrea K; ReidSmith, Randall; Morris, Charles W; Gresham, Caryn
S

Subject: FW: Grave Creek Outbuildings

Jeremy -

We have reviewed the Historic Property Inventory Form for the Mound Museum and have determined that it is eligible
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If your staff or someone from the HLC plans to proceed with the
preparation of a nomination, please let me know and | will forward the appropriate materials. Also, the HLC s eligible to
apply for our Survey and Planning grants to hire a qualified professional to complete the nomination. Those applications
are due October 31%.

Please do let me know if you have questions.

Erin

Erin M. Riebe

National Register and Survey Coordinator
WV Division of Culture and History

State Historic Preservation Office
304.558.0240

From: Kohus, Jeremy A

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 10:52 AM
To: Riebe, Erin M

Cc: Morris, Charles W; Pierce, Susan M
Subject: RE: Grave Creek Outbuildings

Erin,
Thank you for responding. | will get you that information as soon as possible.

Jeremy

From: Riebe, Erin M
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 9:21 AM
To: Kohus, Jeremy A



Riebe, Erin M

From: Wyatt, Barbara <barbara_wyatt@nps.gov>

Sent: Friday, February 27, 2015 12:42 PM

To: Riebe, Erin M

Subject: Re: Grave Creek Mound - NHL

Attachments: SLR if not listed for Gap Valley HD 12-29-14.docx

Hi Erin, You can prepare an NR nomination that includes the two buildings and excludes the mound (although a
little bit of it may be included to have a reasonable boundary. So, your boundary may be a straight line (or a line
with a little jog) that extends from the parking lot on the right to the street on the left, with the bottom boundary
being the street. Does that make sense? Of course, I don't know the site, but I was suggesting a little setting for
the buildings.

On Fri, Feb 27, 2015 at 10:02 AM, Riebe, Erin M <Erin.M.Riebe@wv.gov> wrote:

Hi Barbara —

I hope this email finds you well. We need your advice.

We were recently asked to evaluate the eligibility of two stone buildings within the boundary of Grave Creek
Mound (a National Historic Landmark). The two buildings are listed in the nomination as

noncontributing. They were constructed ¢.1936 — with an addition in 1952 — to serve as the Mound
Museum. They were constructed with prison labor from the state penitentiary who owned the property at the
time. Further, though the intent of the original building was a museum, we think it also served as a gift shop
where inmates sold items they made while incarcerated. The penitentiary is located on the next block and is
listed in the NR at the state level.

We have determined that the buildings are eligible for listing at the local level under Criterion A (and maybe at
the state level for its association with Delf Norona), but we are not sure how to go about listing. Do we prepare
a stand-alone nomination with just the two buildings? Do we prepare a nomination that includes the mound (at

the national level) and the two buildings (at local and state level) with two separate periods of significance?

I’ve attached an aerial view for your reference. The two buildings are outlined in red. The mound’s NHL
boundary is in yellow (and approximated). The building in the NE corner of the block was constructed in the
early 1970s to serve as the new museum. Its large addition (c.2005) houses the state’s archaeological
collection.

Please let me know when you might have time to discuss.
1



Further, if you or Edson could forward a copy of the SLR for the Gap Valley Historic District, I would
appreciate it.

Thanks!

Erin

Erin M. Riebe

National Register and Survey Coordinator
WYV Division of Culture and History

State Historic Preservation Office

304.558.0240

Barbara Wyatt, ASLA

National Park Service

National Register/NHL Programs
1201 Eye Street NW
Washington, DC 20005
202.354.2252
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