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DESCRIPTION 
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SORIGINAL S I T E  

- M O V E D  D A T E  

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 

The Alexander Wade House, l o c a t e d  on P r a i r i e  Avenue a t  Wagner Road i n  
Morgantown, Monongalia County, West V i r g i n i a ,  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1860 f o r  Judge  
Edward C .  Bunker. At t h a t  t ime ,  and f o r  a lmost  t h e  e n t i r e  r e s i d e n c e  of Alexander  
Wade ( c .  1872-1904), t h e  house  was e s s e n t i a l l y  a  s i m p l e ,  Greek R e v i v a l  mass. 
R e c t a n g u l a r  i n  s h a p e ,  i t  was c o n s t r u c t e d  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  common bond on a  
hewn-stone f o u n d a t i o n .  The s t r u c t u r e  had a  c l a s s i c ,  one s t o r y  p o r t i c o  and 
three-windowed f r o n t  f a c a d e  w i t h  s t o n e  s i l l s  and l i n t e l s  a t  a l l  openings .  
At t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  roof  was s l i g h t l y  p i t c h e d  w i t h  gabled ends  and a c e n t r a l l y  
p l a c e d  dormer on e i t h e r  s i d e .  Change w a s . f i r s t  made i n  abou t  1901 when t h e  
bay  p r o j e c t i o n s  were  added t o  e a c h  s i d e  w i t h  t a l l  windows, a g a i n  w i t h  s t o n e  
s i l l s  and l i n t e l s  i n  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  s p i r i t .  U n t i l  t h e  d e a t h  of Wade i n  1904, 
t h e r e  were no o t h e r  major  changes t o  t h e  house.  

The p r e s e n t  Wade ( o r  Bunker-Wade) House i s  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  which reached  
c u l m i n a t i o n  i n  1911  when t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  under t h e  mansard roof was added. 
P i e r c e d  by o rnamenta l  donner windows ( 1 6 / 1  double  hung sash) -  and e x t e n d i n g  
a  few f e e t  beyond t h e  lower f l o o r s  under  a  s imple  c o r n i c e ,  t h e  most r e c e n t  
a d d i t i o n  b rought  a  b i t  o f - t h e  Franco-American Mode, o r  F rench  s t y l e ,  t o  t h e  
Greek and I t a l i a n  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g .  It may be s a i d ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
i s  a  composi te  mode, d i s p l a y i n g  a  we l l -ba lanced  m i x t u r e  of f e a t u r e s  common 
t o  a  v a r i e t y  of s t y l e s .  

The Wade House h a s  been d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  a p a r t m e n t s ,  one on each of 
t h e  t h r e e  l e v e l s .  A n  e n t r a n c e  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  house and i s  
b e l i e v e d  t o  be  t h e  accessway t o  t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r  apar tments .  L i t t l e  
i s  known of t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  house a s  a  v i s i t  th roughout  was n o t  p o s s i b l e .  
The f i r s t  f l o o r ,  however, i s  q u i t e  modest. I t  i s  used by t h e  p r e s e n t  owner, 
M i s s  Rebecca Wade, and h e r  s i s t e r .  One e n t e r s  from t h e  w e s t  i n t o  a  ha l lway ,  
which s e r v e s  a s  a  s i t t i n g  room. To t h e  n o r t h  i s  t h e ' l i v i n g  room. The ha l lway  
l e a d s  back t o  a  bathroom, l o c a t e d  j u s t  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  and t o  t h e  r i g h t  i s  a  
doorway which l e a d s  t o  t h e  bedrooms and k i t c h e n .  

S i n c e  t h e s e  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  has  undergone on ly  r e g u l a r  
main tenance  w i t h  no major changes .  The b r i c k  i s  p a i n t e d  r e d ,  and green s h u t t e r s  
a r e  on t h e  f r o n t  windows of t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  The grounds complement 
t h e  w h i t e  t r i m  w i t h  t h e  mix ture  of w h i t e  b i r c h  and e v e r g r e e e n  t r e e s .  Immediately 
s o u t h  of t h e  Wade House i s  a  one s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  was o r i g i n a l l y  
t h e  wash house .  It i s  p r e s e n t l y  used a s  a  s t o r a g e  house .  To t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  g a r a g e  which h a s  accomodations f o r  two v e h i c l e s .  Both s t r u c t u r e s  
a r e  p a i n t e d  r e d  l i k e  t h e  house.  
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v a l u a b l e  t h a t  methods." 

Through h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  a s  an " i n s t i t u t e "  l e c t u r e r  and th rough  p u b l i c a t i o n  
o f  h i s  book A G r a d u a t i n g  System f o r  Country  S c h o o l s ,  wade's  sys tem was adop ted  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  h i s  advocacy of t h e  m e t r i c  sys tem he  s t i l l  was 
somewhat ahead of  h i s  t ime .  
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Alexander  Wade, a s  a  t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  schoo ls  of Nest  V i r g i n i a  and 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  i n  Monongalia County,  developed a  sys tem of g r a d u a t i o n  
i n  c o u n t r y  s c h o o l s  which was adopted th roughout  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  He had 
observed  t h a t  r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  l o s t  much t ime  i n  e n r o l l i n g  and r e - e n r o l l i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s c h o o l  c a r e e r s .  He found a  remedy f o r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  a  
sys tem of g r a d e s ,  promotions ,  and g r a d u a t i o n s .  H i s  sys tem of g r a d u a t i o n s  
and p romot iona l  examina t ions ,  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  Monongalia County s c h o o l s  i n  
1874 ,  brought  such  f a v o r a b l e  n o t i c e  t h a t  h e  was i n v i t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  i t  t o  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  Educa t ion  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1879. The NEA passed a  r e s o l u t i o n  commending 
h i s  p l a n ,  and w i t h i n  a  few y e a r s  i t  was w i d e l y  adopted.  

Wade l i v e d  i n  t h i s  two-story b r i c k  house a t  256 P r a i r i e  S t r e e t ,  Morgantown 
from 1872 u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1904. It i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  u n a l t e r e d  from h i s  t i m e ,  
t hough  now conver ted  i n t o  t h r e e  a p a r t m e n t s .  The b u i l d i n g  is  p r i v a t e l y  owned. 

The Wade house was t h e  home of Alexander  L. Wade, who a s  a  t e a c h e r  
and s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  of Monongalia County developed a  g raded  
sys tem f o r  c o u n t r y  o r  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s  which was adopted n a t i o n a l l y .  

The home h e  acqu i red  i n  1872, and where he  s p e n t  t h e  remainder  of h i s  
l i f e  u n t i l  1904, was b u i l t  by Judge Bunker about  1860. Wade was born i n  
R u s h v i l l e ,  Maryland, b u t  came t o  West V i r g i n i a  when h e  was seven .  

- - 
\ I&, ,A ,/ ' - ---- 

Wade's exper iments  on / m a t e r i a l  g r a d e i  t o  a  s t u d e n t ' s  c a p a c i t y ,  and h i s  
sys tem of promotion based upon examina t ions  a t t r a c t e d  n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  i n  1879,  
when h e  r e a d  a  p a p e r  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a t  a meet ing of t h e  N a t i o n a l  Educat ion 
A s s o c i a t i o n .  A r e s o l u t L o n  by t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  Wade p l a n  was 
d i r e c t e d  t o  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  th roughout  America. 

At t h e  P a r i s  E x p o s i t i o n  of t h e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r ,  t h e  Honorable J . D .  P h i l b r i c k ,  
U.S. Commissioner of Educa t ion ,  had a l r e a d y  expressed t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t f l ~ o n o n g a l i a  
County ought  t o  be  marked a s  a  b r i g h t  s p o t  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  map of t h e  coun t ry . "  

To test t h e o r y  w i t h  p r a c t i c e ,  Wade r e s i g n e d  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of s c h o o l s  
and assumed a p o s i t i o n  a s  a  p r i n c i p a l  of a  l i t t l e  s c h o o l  f o u r  b l o c k s  from h i s  
home. One of h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  o f t e n  r e c e i v e d  c o l d l y  by h i s  con temporar ies ,  was 
t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t t e r  should  be p r e s e n t e d  i n  p a l a t a b l e  form, and t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  
c a n  be  an e n j o y a b l e  exper ience .  As he  e x p r e s s e d  i t ,  "Motives  a r e  esteemed more 

( c o n t i n u e d )  



Wade, A l e x a n d e r .  G r a d u a t i n g  Svs tem f o r  Coun t rv  S c h o o l s .  ( B o s t o n ,  Mass . ,  1 8 8 1 ) .  

West V i r g i n i a :  A Guide  t o  t h e  Moun ta in  S t a t e ,  s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
Commission of  West V i r g i n i a  (Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  T r e s s ,  New York,  1 9 4 1 ) .  
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