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foundation limestone 
Gothic Revival walls brick 

roof s l a t e  

Oescribe present and historic physical appearance. 

Old Main, a  420-foot-long red br ick  Gothic bui ld ing ,  e r e c t e d  between 1858 
and 1871, r e s t s  on t h e  c r e s t  of the  p r inc ipa l  h i l l  on t h e  Bethany Campus, 
some 100 f e e t  above t h e  main s t r e e t  of the namesake town. The clock 
tower,  which r i s e s  140 f e e t  from the cen te r  of t he  r e a r  of t h e  bui ld ing ,  
dominates t h e  campus and t h e  town and i s  v i s i b l e  f o r  miles around. 

The bu i ld ing  c o n s i s t s  of seven d i s t i n c t  s e c t i o n s ,  arranged symmetrically 
f a c i n g  eas t - southeas t  along a  s i n g l e  long a x i s ,  a l l  t h e  s e c t i o n s  of t he  
f r o n t  facade be ing  arranged i n  almost the same plane,  but with the  two 
end pav i l i ons  and t h e  free-standing c e n t r a l  c lock tower p ro j ec t ing  t o  the 
r e a r .  The end s e c t i o n s ,  Commencement Hall  and Oglebay Hall, a r e  a t  t he  
s o u t h  and n o r t h  ends, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  While t h e  seven s e c t i o n s  have d i s t i n c t i v e  
massing and facade  deco ra t ion ,  they a r e  coordinated and balanced t o  
appear  a s  a u n i f i e d  whole. 

A l l  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  bui ld ing  da t e  from the o r i g i n a l  per iod of cons t ruc t ion  
except  f o r  Oglebay Hall, a  1911-12 replacement of t h e  former Society Bal l  
wing, which burned i n  1879. Although the re  have been modi f ica t ions  of 
room use  over t h e  yea r s ,  t h e  general  arrangement of t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  
l a r g e l y  i n t a c t .  A continuous open arcaded c o r r i d o r  runs a long  t h e  r e a r  
of t h e  connect ing s e c t i o n s  a t  the  f i r s t - f l o o r  l e v e l ,  pass ing  beneath the 
tower. It l i n k s  a l l  seven elements of the complex bui ld ing .  

As conceived by a r c h i t e c t  James Keys Wilson wi th  some sugges t ions  by 
W.K. Pendleton, t hen  vfce-president of the co l l ege ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  contained 
p r a c t i c a l l y  every f a c i l i t y  necessary i n  a  19th-century s e c t a r i a n  co l l ege :  
chape l ,  l i b r a r y ,  museum, l abo ra to ry ,  s o c i e t y  h a l l s ,  classrooms, o f f i c e s ,  
a n  assembly h a l l ,  j a n i t o r s '  q u a r t e r s ,  and some s tudent  chambers. It -8 

r a t h e r  symbol ica l ly  organized around the  Bible.  The chapel  was immediately 
above t h e  c e n t r a l  en t rance  on the  second l e v e l ,  and within i t  the  Bible  
was kep t  on a  p u l p i t ,  which was placed d i r e c t l y  behind t h e  bay window 
a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  f r o n t  facade. 
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ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION: 

Facade Details of Note: 

The main facade of Old Main presents an impressive appearance when it is 
approached up the hill from the town of Bethany. A driveway, situated on 
axis with the tower of Old Main, runs halfway up the hill and terminates 
in a gateway with a semicircular double stairway behind. This formal 
approach to Old Main was built in 1910. A sidewalk continues up the 
slope to the main entance of the building. The immediate site is land- 
scaped with large sugar maple trees near the top of the hill some 50 to 
100 feet in front of the building. 

The building's construction is predominantly of red brick with only a limited 
amount of explicitly Gothic detailing, mostly in stonework in its doorways, 
windows, finials, and capstones. The design shows the adaptation of the 
Gothic style from a type of construction relying on elaborately carved 
and fitted stone masonry to one relying on the massing of building blocks 
with relatively austere surfaces of brick--the material most readily 
available to this Ohio Valley college when Old Main was built. The brick, 
in fact, was burned on-site. 

The building has six front entrances: one main central entrance on axis 
with the tower; one in the outermost bay of each 2-story connecting section; 
one at the center of each of the end sections; and one passageway between 
Oglebay Hall and the one-story connecting section adjoining it to the 
south. The central entrance is sheltered by a broad four-centered arch 
which opens upon a wide passageway to the main stairs in the tower at 
the rear. One-story, gable-roofed masonry porches shelter the entrances 
at the outside ends of the 2-story connecting sections and the center of 
Oglebay Ball and Commencement Hall. 

There is one rear entrance, at the base of the tower, on line with the front 
entrance. Like the main front entrance, it is enclosed by a broad four-centered 
arch. There is also a secondary entrance into the north end of Oglebay 
Hall. 

The arcade on the rear of Old Main consists of 17 four-centered arches. 
These had diamond-patterned wrought-iron railing at least as early as the 
1890s. 

Old Main's gray slate roof is divided into a series of gabled sections, 
with the ridge lines running north and south parallel to the long main 
axis, except for the roofs of Commencement Hall and Oglebay Hall, which 
are perpendicular to it, and the cross gables along the front elevation. 
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The grade s lopes  down about 16 f e e t  between the  north and south ends of the  
bu i ld ing  so t h a t  a  basement i s  i n s e r t e d  under a l l  s ec t ions  of t h e  bu i ld ing  
s o u t h  of t he  c e n t r a l  tower s e c t i o n .  

Cen t r a l  Tower Sect ion:  

The octagonal b u t t r e s s e s  t h a t  f l ank  t h e  center  bay of t he  main facade  
culminate  i n  sandstone p innac les .  There a r e  two f r o n t  and two. rear  wooden 
dormers i n  the  a t t i c  l e v e l ,  one of e i t h e r  s i d e  of the main c ross  gab le  
The c e n t r a l  tower s e c t i o n ,  some 66 f e e t  square i n  plan a t  the  ground l e v e l ,  
i s  divided i n t o  nine " c e l l s "  on the  ground f l o o r .  These include two 
rec tangular  rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  rec tangular  passageway a t  t h e  
f r o n t  of the bui ld ing ,  t h a t  t o  the  no r th  being the  o r i g i n a l  and p re sen t  
o f f i c e  of t h e  pres ident  of t h e  co l l ege  and t h a t  t o  the south  formerly t h e  
p r e s i d e n t ' s  recept ion  room and now t h e  dean's o f f i c e ;  two square rooms on 
e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  square  s t a i r h a l l  forming t h e  base of t h e  tower a t  t h e  
r e a r  of the  bu i ld ing ;  and t h r e e  thrown toge ther  without obs t ruc t ion  t o  
form t h e  long c o r r i d o r ' s  passageway a t  t he  r ea r .  

The second f l o o r  conta ins  only the  square  s t a i r h a l l  i n s i d e  the  tower a t  
t h e  r e a r  and a  s i n g l e  58-foot by 41-foot room a t  the  f r o n t ,  with a  r a i s e d  
p la t form s e t  i n t o  the  3-bay o r i e l  window over t he  f r o n t  entrance.  This 
room may have been intended f o r  use a s  a  l i b r a r y ,  but from 1860 t o  1925, 
i t  was used a s  t he  co l l ege  chapel .  In  t h e  recent  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  p o r t r a i t s  
of f i g u r e s  a s soc i a t ed  with t h e  founding of Bethany College and outs tanding  
p a i n t i n g s  of scenes of the  Holy Land, by Edward Troye, have been rehung 
on t h e  walls. The o r i g i n a l  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  panels i n  f i xed  sash i n  t h i s  
room a r e  a l s o  impressive. 

The main tower, 22 f e e t  square  i n  p l an ,  r i s e s  a t  the  r e a r  of the c e n t r a l  s ec t ion  
and i s  centered above t h e  passageway between t h e  main f r o n t  and r e a r  en t r ances .  
I t s  b r i ck  body rises 96 f e e t  above t h e  basement l eve l .  An octagonal  b r i ck  
t u r r e t ,  conta in ing  a  winding s t a i r ,  i s  a t tached  t o  t he  southwest corner  of 
t h e  tower. This t u r r e t  rises t o  an eaves l i n e  124 f e e t  above basement l e v e l .  
The tower corn ice  c o n s i s t s  of a  b i l l e t e d  molding of corbe l led  b r i c k ,  with 
l a r g e r  s tone  co rbe l s  carved with a bal l - f lower pa t t e rn .  The tower has a  s t e e p  
t runca ted  pyramidal roof r i s i n g  24 f e e t  above the  the  eaves l i n e .  Each of 
t h e  fou r  roof s lopes  has  a  wooden dormer containing a  clock face .  A working 
c lock  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  1904. I ron r a i l i n g s  run around t h e  perimeter  of the  
pyramidal roof a t  i t s  base and a t  i t s  top. The octagonal  t u r r e t  is surmounted 
by a  10-foot openwork cone of i r o n  rods and has a  13-foot i r o n  weathervane a t  
t h e  top.  Or ig ina l ly ,  t e r r a  c o t t a  chimney pots were mounted on the  s l e n d e r  
b r i c k  pedes ta l s  a t  each co rne r  of t h e  base of t he  tower roof .  
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Connecting Sect ions:  

Between the  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  and the  two end pav i l i ons ,  the  connecting 
s e c t i o n s ,  about 120 f e e t  long ,  c o n s i s t  of 2-story u n i t s  67  f e e t  long ad jacent  t o  
t h e  c e n t r a l  s ec t ion  and 53-foot long 1-story sec t ions  adjacent  t o  e i t h e r  end 
pav i l i on .  The more n o r t h e r l y  of t he  nor th  connecting sec t ions  i s  two 
bays and conta ins  classrooms; t h e  ad jacent  2-story u n i t ,  of four  bays, 
a l s o  con ta ins  classrooms. The south 2-story and 1-story sec t ions  have 
5 and 4 bays, respec t ive ly .  

The f i r s t  f l o o r s  of the  no r th  and sou th  connecting s e c t i o n s  have a  s t a i r h a l l  
a t  t h e  outermost end of t h e  two-story connecting u n i t ,  running from t h e  
f r o n t  en t rances  t o  the long r e a r  co r r ido r .  The l a r g e r  classrooms a r e  t h e  
p a i r  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  s t a i r h a l l .  Smaller classrooms a t  the  extreme 
ends of the  connecting s e c t i o n s  a r e  en tered  from the  long r e a r  co r r ido r .  

A second-floor room (25 f e e t  x  41 f e e t )  i n  t h e  north connecting u n i t ,  
ad j acen t  t o  the l a r g e  c e n t r a l  tower room, was used a s  a g a l l e r y  a f t e r  
1870. I n  t he  corresponding p lace  i n  t he  south connecting un i t  i s  a  room 
t h a t  was used a s  a  na tu ra l  h i s t o r y  and e thnologica l  museum i n  1860-1911. 

Commencement Hal l :  

Commencement Hal l  i s  a  55-foot high auditorium t h a t  has been used f o r  
c o l l e g e  convocations and a s  t h e  co l l ege  chapel  s ince  an i n i t i a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  
i n  1924. A f u r t h e r  r e s t o r a t i o n  i n  1982-84 returned i t  more c l o s e l y  t o  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  1871 appearance. I ts e x t e r i o r ,  a t  the  extreme southern end,  
f e a t u r e s  a  s t a i r  t u r r e t  square  i n  p lan  a t  ground l e v e l  and octagonal i n  
p l an  above the  bu t t r e s se s .  The h a l l ' s  roof i s  supported by e igh t  a t t r a c t i v e  
l a r g e  wooden t r u s s e s ,  exposed on t h e  i n t e r i o r .  The window over t h e  f r o n t  
en t r ance  has f i v e  pane l s ,  culminat ing i n  decorated Gothic t r ace ry .  A 
th ree-par t  decorated Gothic r e a r  window i s  a l s o  notable.  

Oglebay Ba l l :  

Oglebay H a l l  measuring 65 f e e t  x 130 f e e t  has an i r r e g u l a r  f l o o r  p lan ,  
arranged around T-shaped hallway on both l e v e l s ,  with a  secondary c ross  
h a l l  toward the  r e a r  on t h e  stem of t h e  T. The stem of t he  T ad jo ins  the  
long  r e a r  co r r ido r  and con ta ins  t h e  main s t a i r c a s e .  The arms of t h e  T 
l e a d  t o  t he  classrooms a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  and, on the  f i r s t  
f l o o r ,  t o  t h e  vaul ted v e s t i b u l e  a t  t h e  f r o n t .  
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CONSTRUCTION HISTORY: 

C o n s t r u c t i o n  began i n  1858, w i t h  a n o r t h ,  o r  Soc ie ty  Hall, s e c t i o n .  By 
March 1859, t h e  n o r t h  c o n n e c t i n g  s e c t i o n  and t h e  c e n t r a l  tower were be ing  
e r e c t e d .  The c o r n e r s t o n e  of t h e  southernmost  u n i t  (Commencement H a l l )  was 
a m b i t i o u s l y  l a i d  i n  1860 and e x t e r i o r  work on t h e  s o u t h  c o n n e c t i n g  u n i t s  
was n e a r l y  complete l a t e  t h e  nex t  y e a r  when a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was h a l t e d .  
Th is  was occasioned by t h e  o u t h r e a k  of t h e  C i v i l  War, i n  which, Bethany, 
l i k e  t h e  S t a t e  of V i r g i n i a ,  was l i t e r a l l y  t o r n  asunder .  There were 
competing s t u d e n t  m i l i t i a s ,  and while P r e s i d e n t  Alexander Campbell s t o o d  
w i t h  t h e  Union and a nephew l e d  i n  t h e  fo rmat ion  of t h e  new S t a t e  of West 
V i r g i n i a ,  one of Campbell 's sons  j o i n e d  t h e  Confederates.  Bui ld ing  d i d  
n o t  resume i n  a major way u n t i l  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1869, and was complete  o n l y  
i n  1871 when t h e  Commencement H a l l  p o r t i o n  was completed. 

The S o c i e t y  Ha l l  wing burned i n  1879, and was not  r e p l a c e d  u n t i l  1911-12. 
I n  t h e  meantime, i t s  c l e a r e d  founda t ions  remained v i s i b l e .  I n  1911-12, 
Oglebay H a l l ,  was b u i l t  on t h e  o l d  S o c i e t y  H a l l  s i t e ,  i n  a Tudor Goth ic  
s t y l e  g e n e r a l l y  compat ible  w i t h ,  but  on a d i f f e r e n t  p lan  t h a n ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s t r u c t u r e .  The a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  was Edward Bares  Franzheim of 
Wheeling. E a r l  W.  Oglebay, a Wheeling e n t r e p r e n e u r  and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  
who was a Bethany g r a d u a t e ,  donated t h e  funds .  

Commencement H a l l  went th rough  s e v e r a l  modi f i ca t ions .  I n  1890 i t  was 
conver ted  i n t o  a gymnasium, and about 1900 i t s  i n t e r i o r  was remodeled f o r  
u s e  as a 3-story dormitory.  As modi f ied ,  i t  served a s  a dormi to ry  and 
b a r r a c k s  d u r i n g  t h e  F i r s t  World War, bu t  was l a r g e l y  r e s t o r e d  i n  1924-26. 
I n  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  wooden t r a c e r y  of i t s  windows was 
r e p l a c e d  i n  s tone .  The p r e s e n t  v e s t i b u l e  was added ca.  1924-26. 

HISTORIC INTEGRITY: 

O v e r a l l ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  i n t e q r t t v  of Old Main t o  i t s  p e r i o d  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  
i s  e x c e l l e n t ,  wi th  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e  Oglebay H a l l  a d d i t i o n  of 1911-12. Given 
t h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  n a t u r a l  a t  any e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  grows o r  
m o d i f i e s  i t s  programs, i n t e r i o r  i n t e g r i t y ,  excep t  i n  t h e  wings,  i s  a l s o  
q u i t e  h i g h ,  excep t  i n  t h o s e  r e l a t i v e l y  minor i n s t a n c e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n c i d e n t a l l y  
above. Minor i n t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  have been made, but t h e  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r  
p l a n  is s t i l l  i n  ev idence .  

Few i n t e r i o r  w a l l  p a r t i t i o n s  have been moved. Much of t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  
o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  f a b r i c  remains ,  i n c l u d i n g  d o o r s ,  hardware,  s a s h ,  door  
and window surrounds,  and s t a i r c a s e s .  F i r e p l a c e s  and mantels  were removed 
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when steam heared was i n s t a l l e d .  The p i n e  f l o o r i n g  i n  t h e  c lass rooms  and 
t h e  second-f loor  chape l  and e x h i b i t i o n  room was rep laced  wi th  hardwood i n  
1910;  t h e  wa l lpaper  was a l s o  removed and t h e  w a l l  s u r f a c e s  were r e p l a s t e r e d .  
The basement was remodeled i n  1937, I t s  long r e a r - c o r r i d o r  f l o o r  was 
r e b u i l t  and covered w i t h  q u a r r y  t i l e .  The basement-level  a r c h e s ,  b e n e a t h  
t h e  c o r r i d o r  a t  t h e  s o u t h  end of t h e  b u i l d i n g  were a l s o  f i l l e d  i n  w i t h  
g l a s s  b r i c k .  

I n  1975, t h e  f i r m  of Grigg,  Wood, and Browne prepared a mas te r  p l a n  f o r  
t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of Old ?fain. 2 This  s t u d y  i d e n t i f i e d  a  v a r i e t y  of measures 
t h a t  needed t o  be t a k e n  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  and 
m a i n t a i n  i t s  h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r ,  whi le  keeping i t  i n  u s e  f o r  c o l l e g e  
purposes .  I n  accordance w i t h  t h e s e  recommendations, t h e  c o l l e g e  began an  
e x t e n s i v e  campaign t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  e x t e r i o r  and adapt  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  Xuch 
of t h i s  work has  been completed.  The b u i l d i n g  appears  i n  good c o n d i t i o n  
and i s  e x c e l l e n t l y  main ta ined .  

Foo tno tes  

The d e s c r i p t i o n  of Old Main t h a t  appears  he re  has  been l a r g e l y  a b s t r a c t e d  
from h i s t o r i c  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  prepared by a  H i s t o r i c  American 
B u i l d i n g s  Survey r e c o r d i n g  p r o j e c t  t h a t  took p lace  i n  1976-81. A d d i t i o n a l  
d e t a i l  is  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h a t  r e p o r t .  A s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  measured drawings  
of Old Main prepared as p a r t  of t h a t  p r o j e c t  has  been appended t o  t h i s  
nominat ion;  t h e y  w i l l  be u s e f u l  i n  reviewing t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n .  

Grigg,  Wood, and Browne, A r c h i t e c t s ,  "Old Main, Bethany C o l l e g e ,  Bethany,  
West V i r g i n i a ,  An H i s t o r i c  S t r u c t u r e s  Report  ..." ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  Va.: 1 9 7 5 ) .  
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Bethany College,  a  small co l lege  s i t u a t e d  i n  a  r u r a l  a r e a  of West V i rg in i a ' s  
no r the rn  Panhandle, has had an in f luence  t h a t  b e l i e s  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
modest s i z e ,  and i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i t a l  i n  t r a c i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  experiences 
of Americans of Scots-Ir ish descent .  Bethany is  t h e  fountainhead of t he  
e t h n i c  r e l i g i o u s  and educat ional  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  has l e d  i t  t o  be descr ibed  
a s  t h e  "mother" of over one hundred i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h igher  l ea rn ing  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  by the  C h r i s t i a n  Church--long t h e  Nation's 
l a r g e s t  indigenous r e l i g i o u s  movement--including such c u r r e n t l y  b e t t e r  
known i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  Texas C h r i s t i a n ,  B u t l e r ,  and Drake Un ive r s i t i e s .  

These i n s t i t u t i o n s  and the  movement from which they sprang c o l l e c t i v e l y  
o f f e r  a  powerful testimony t o  t he  manner i n  which t h e  Scots - I r i sh  and 
t h e i r  main r e l i g i o u s  movement, t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church (Disc ip les  of C h r i s t )  
seeded t h e  advancing American f r o n t i e r  w i t h  educa t iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i n  
t h e  process  g iv ing  a  v a s t  impetus t o  t h e  concept of comprehensive un ive r sa l  
educa t ion ,  from primary school  through co l lege .  Reformers l i k e  Alexander 
Campbell were c e n t r a l  t o  t h i s  movement, f o r  when he founded Bethany, f r e e  
p u b l i c  h igh  schools ,  l e t  alone gene ra l ly  a v a i l a b l e  higher  educa t ion ,  
s c a r c e l y  e x i s t e d  anywhere i n  t he  United S t a t e s .  

Bethany Col lege ' s  p r inc ipa l  bu i ld ing ,  Old Main, i s  a  massive bui ld ing  f o r  
t h e  small town i n  which i t  i s  s i t u a t e d .  Constructed i n  1858-71, i t  i s  
t h e  major h i s t o r i c a l  educa t iona l  bu i ld ing  on t h e  campus, and thus  r ep re sen t s  
t h e  c o l l e g e ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  r o l e ,  but i s  j u s t  a s  no tab le  a s  one of t h e  
Nat ion ' s  e a r l i e s t  i n t a c t  l a rge-sca le  examples of c o l l e g i a t e  Gothic a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
Its primary a r c h i t e c t ,  James Keys Wilson of Cinc inna t i ,  was the  "Queen 
C i t y ' s "  l ead ing  a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h e  per iod  1850-70. His l a t e r  commissions 
included t h e  Plum S t r e e t  ( I s a a c  M. Wise) Temple ( a  National H i s t o r i c  
Landmark) and o t h e r  works i n  C inc inna t i .  

~ S O O  continuation stma 
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HISTORY 

Bethany College was founded by Alexander Campbell (1788-l866), a  Scots- 
I r i s h  immigrant today b e s t  remembered, with h i s  f a t h e r  Thomas, a s  p r inc ipa l  
founders  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church, o r  the  Disc ip les  of Chr i s t  ( a l s o  long 
known as  "Campbelli tes" i n  re ference  t o  them), but who was a l s o  a  f i g u r e  
of note  i n  19th-century educa t iona l  and p o l i t i c a l  reform thought.  

(Campbell's o v e r a l l  h i s t o r i c a l  importance and o t h e r  achievements w i l l  be 
considered through s e p a r a t e  National H i s t o r i c  Landmark nomination of h i s  
long-term home, a l s o  on t h e  Bethany campus. Nomination of t h a t  s t r u c t u r e ,  
c u r r e n t l y  undergoing r e s t o r a t i o n ,  w i l l  be made when the  r e s t o r a t i o n  i s  
complete.) 

When Bethany College was founded i n  1840, t h e r e  were only s l i g h t l y  more 
than  a  hundred co l l eges  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and a  mere ten  i n  Virg in ia .  
College educat ion was e s s e n t i a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  only t o  a  p r iv i l eged  e l i t e  i n  
t he  East .  Indeed, even when West Vi rg in ia  was carved out of Vi rg in ia  i n  
1863, Bethany was s t i l l  t he  only degree-granting i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  new 
S ta t e .  Even high school  educat ion was an a t ta inment ;  t h e r e  were few 
j u r i s d i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  U.S. t h a t  supported f r e e  educat ion beyond the  primary 
l e v e l .  

It is  a l s o  notab le  t h a t  Campbell i s  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  t h e  Panhandle of West 
V i rg in i a ,  f o r  t h e  a r e a  bea r s  more than a  passing resemblance t o  Scotland. 
This comparison r e l a t e s  t o  the  people a s  we l l  a s  t he  topography, f o r  t h a t  
p a r t  of t h e  S t a t e ,  and much of t h e  r e s t  of Appalachia, w a s  i n i t i a l l y  
s e t t l e d  heav i ly  by Campbell 's Scots and Scots - I r i sh  compat r io ts ,  among 
whom Campbell, a  n a t i v e  of County Antrim, i n  U l s t e r ,  Northern I r e l and ,  
and a  graduate  of t he  Univers i ty  of Glasgow, found a  congenial  r ecep t ion  
f o r  h i s  new ecumenically based brand of P ro t e s t an t  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  

Scholars  of t he  Di sc ip l e s  movement have commented on t h i s  s t rong  e t h n i c  
b a s i s  f o r  t h e  denomination, not ing t h a t  t h e  " t i n c t u r e  of Scots - I r i sh  
e t h n i c i t y  has endured a s  a  s t a p l e  of Disc ip les  h e r i t a g e , "  and, more 
impor tan t ly  f o r  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h a t :  "E thn ica l ly ,  Disc ip les  were 
predominantly s e m i - l i t e r a t e ,  Scots - I r i sh  f r o n t i e r  farmers.  ... 
t h e  broad base of t h e  movement was a  r u r a l  Scots - I r i sh  u n d e r ~ l a s s . " ~  

. 

Campbell's educa t iona l  e f f o r t s  r e l a t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t hese  needs,  because f o r  
a  r e l i g i o u s  f i g u r e ,  Alexander Campbell was.an eminently p r a c t i c a l  man. 
He noted i n  1839: "We have a  few educated i n t e l l i g e n t  men, a s  we have a 
few r i c h  and powerful;  but  the  major i ty  a r e  poor, ignorant  and ~ n e d u c a t e d . " ~  
Bethany w a s  designed i n  major p a r t  t o  remedy t h i s  condi t ion.  
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Founded i n  1840, when Campbell was near ing  t h e  peak of h i s  powers and 
i n f l u e n c e ,  Bethany was h i s  p i o n e e r i n g  a t t empt  t o  r e a l i z e  one of t h e  f o u r  
e lements  he  saw e s s e n t i a l  t o  comprehensive educat ion.  He donated t h e  
l a n d  and t h e  money, as he had f o r  h i s  e a r l i e r  primary s c h o o l ,  Buf fa lo  
Seminary,  a l s o  i n  Bethany. Although a s h o r t - l i v e d  c o l l e g e  i n  Kentucky 
was t e c h n i c a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  D i s c i p l e s  of C h r i s t ,  Bethany 
i s  t h e  o l d e s t  of t h e i r  c o l l e g e s  t h a t  have surv ived  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  It 
was a  v i t a l  element i n  a  q u a r t e t  of i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  would r e a l i z e  
Campbell 's  i d e a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  system. Campbell s t a t e d  i t  thus :  

I n  one word, t h e  o b j e c t s  of t h i s  (may I c a l l  i t ? )  l i b e r a l  
and comprehensive i n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  be t o  model f a m i l i e s ,  s c h o o l s ,  
c o l l e g e s ,  and churches  [emphasis i n  o r i g i n a l ]  accord ing  t o  t h e  
d i v i n e  p a t t e r n  shown t o  us  i n  t h e  o r a c l e s  of reason ,  of sound 
ph i losophy ,  and of d i v i n e  s c h o o l s ,  t e a c h e r s  of c o l l e g e s ,  t e a c h e r s  
of churches ,  p r e a c h e r s  of t h e  g o s p e l ,  and good and u s e f u l  c i t i z e n s ,  
o r  whatever  t h e  church o r  t h e  s t a t e  may a f t e r w a r d s  choose t o  make 
of them.5 

Campbell no t  o n l y  had a  broad e d u c a t i o n a l  concept  but ve ry  p a r t i c u l a r  
i d e a s  about  how a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  shou ld  o p e r a t e .  The s e t t i n g  f o r  a  c o l l e g e  
was v i t a l  t o  h i s  concept .  He d e s c r i b e d  t h e  i d e a l  s i t e  i n  t h e  M i l l e n i a l  
Harb inger ,  his p e r i o d i c a l ,  a few months b e f o r e  t h e  c o l l e g e  was e s t a b l i s h e d :  

The l o c a t i o n  must be e n t i r e l y  ru ra l - - in  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  detached from 
e x t e r n a l  s o c i e t y ,  n o t  convenient  t o  any town o r  p l a c e  of rendevous 
[ s i c ] - - i n  t h e  mids t  of f o r e s t s ,  f i e l d s  and gardens--sa lubr ious  a i r ,  
pure  wa te r - -d ivers i f i ed  s c e n e r y ,  of h i l l s  and v a l l e y s ,  l impid  brooks  
and meandering s t r e a m s  of r a p i d  f lowing  waters .6 

Campbell 's  c o l l e g e ,  which r e f l e c t e d  h i s  democra t i c  p r i n c i p l e s ,  was bo th  
o r i e n t e d  toward r e l i g i o n  and i n f u s e d  w i t h  a  cur r i cu lum t h a t  s t r e s s e d  
a p p l i e d  sc ience .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  drew on t h e  S c o t t i s h  
t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  had i n f l u e n c e d  few e a s t e r n  c o l l e g e s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 
~ r i n c e t o n . ~  I n  i t s  r e l i g i o u s  f o c u s ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  was a l s o  e x c e p t i o n a l .  
The B i b l e  was t o  be a textbook--not j u s t  t o  be read a t  chape l ,  a s  i n  t h e  
E a s t e r n  colleges--and was, i n  f a c t ,  t h e  f o c u s  of a n  academic depar tment .  
T h i s  approach f i t  w i t h  t h e  democra t i z ing  z e a l  of a r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r  who, 
as a c l a s s i c a l  s c h o l a r ,  used h i s  knowledge of Greek t o  produce a  p l a i n -  
s p e e c h  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  New Testament.  . 

Bethany prospered  and i t s  i n f l u e n c e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  Campbell 's ,  d i f f u s e d  
i n  t h e  nex t  decades ,  as t h e  S c o t s - I r i s h  pushed o u t  of Appalachia and 
he lped  d r i v e  t h e  midwestern and s o u t h e r n  f r o n t i e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i .  
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As they  poured west  t o  form a  primary component of t h e  settlement of t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i  Va l ley  and t h e  e a s t e r n  s l o p e s  of t h e  Rockies ,  Bethany g r a d u a t e s  
seeded  t h e i r  towns on t h e  advancing f r o n t i e r  wi th  Campbe l l i t e  churches  
and new c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  mold of ~ e t h a r y . 8  

I n  December 1857,  t h e  main b u i l d i n g  o f  Bethany was des t royed  by f i r e .  
Campbell and h i s  t r u s t e e s  undertook an e x t e n s i v e  t o u r  of E a s t e r n  c i t i e s  
i n  l a t e  1857 and e a r l y  1855,  w i t h  t h e  no t ion  of seek ing  models f o r  
r e b u i l d i n g . 9  When t h e  t r u s t e e s  a e t  with a r c h i t e c t s  James Keys Wilson and 
W i l l i a m  Wal ter  i n  C i n c i n n a t i  i l  January 1858 i t  appears  they  d i s c u s s e d  
b u i l d i n g s  t h e y  had admired. The Srnithsonian's  b a s i c  p l a n ,  by James 
Renwick, a  s e r i e s  of seven  d i s t i n c t  f u n c t i o n a l  u n i t s  a r ranged  a l o n g  a 
s i n g l e  a x i s ,  was l i k e l y  i n f l u e n t i a l .  It  i s  a l s o  v i r t u a l l y  c e r t a i n ,  f o r  
r e a s o n s  noted j u s t  below, t h a t  Senwick's  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  and u n b u i l t ,  Gothic  
d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  Smi thson ian ,  whit+ Sears  a  s t r o n g  resemblance t o  Old Main, 
was a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s ,  i f  not t o  Campbell and t h e  t r u s t e e s .  

I n  t h e  Wilson-Keys f i r m ,  Alexander Campbell and t h e  t r u s t e e s  of Bethany 
found t h e  r i g h t  a r c h i t e c t s  t o  produce a  Gothic- inspired des ign  sympathe t i c  
t o  t h e  models t h e y  had s e e n  i n  t h e  East .  James Keys Wilson,  born I n  1828, 
s t u d i e d  drawing i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  New York, i n  t h e  
o f f i c e s  of Mar t in  Thompson and lames Renwick. Wilson had t h e n  worked 
w i t h  Renwlck, t h e  d e s i g n e r  of Crace Church i n  New York and t h e  Smithsonian 
I n s t i t u t i o n ,  i n  1845-47. A f t e r  t r a v e l i n g  i n  Europe, h e  s e t t l e d  i n  C i n c i n n a t i  
i n  1848, where h e  e n t e r e d  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  W i l l i a m  W a l t e r ,  an  o l d e r  
a r c h i t e c t .  Old Main was t h e  most important  bu i ld ing  of t h e  f i r m  d u r i n g  
t h e i r  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  and was l i k e l y  l a r g e l y  Wilson's  work, because  h i s  
t r a i n i n g  had o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  che i n c r e a s i n g  vogue of t h e  Gothic  s t y l e .  

A s  Campbell observed a t  t h e  l a v i n g  of t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e ,  on May 31, 1858: 

The Gothic  h a s  bee? adopccd as  t h e  s t y l e  most f i t l y  e x p r e s s i v e  
of t h e  a s p i r i n g  n a t u r r  . ) f  t + e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  aims and hopes ,  and 
e v e r y  c a r e  i s  bein* t a k c q  t o  adapt  t h e  p lans  and p r o p o r t i o n s  t o  
t h e  p r e s e n t  wants ?nd d r  w t n q  prospec t s  of Bethany C o l l e g e . l 0  

The c o l l e g e ' s  t h e n - v i c e - p r e i t d e n c ,  U . K .  Pendle ton,  a g r a d u a t e  of t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  of V i r g i n i a ,  l t k e i v  sugges ted  t o  Wilson t h e  long  a r c a d e  a long 
t h e  back of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  He vas a l s o  l i k e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d i r e c t i o n s  
t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  t o  make t h e  b u l l d i n g  a s  f i r e p r o o f  as p o s s i b l e .  The 
f i r e w a l l s  i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  permi t t ed  i t  t o  s u r v i v e  t h e  1879 
f i r e  w i t h  t h e  l o s s  of o n l y  one of i t s  seven component u n i t s .  
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The f o r t u n a t e  f i r e p r o o f i n g  and Bethany's  somewhat sec luded  r u r a l  l o c a t i o n  
have helped i t  escape t h e  f a t e  t h a t  a  number of o t h e r  e a r l y  Gothic c o l l e g e  
b u i l d i n g s  cons t ruc ted  i n  i t s  e r a  encountered.11 Among t h o s e  l o s t  e x c e p t  i n  
r e n d e r i n g s  and photographs a r e  t h o s e  a t  New York U n i v e r s i t y  (1833-37) 
(demolished i n  1911) ;  Gore H a l l ,  a t  Harvard (1838, demolished i n  1 9 1 3 ) ;  
and P r i n c e t o n ' s  Lenox L i b r a r y  (1842,  demolished i n  1955).  

Some e a r l y  c o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g s ,  i n  t h e  Gothic s t y l e ,  such a s  Old Kenyon, 
a t  Kenyon Col lege,  Gambier, Ohio (1827-29, burned and r e b u i l t  i n  1 9 4 9 ) ;  
Ascension Hall (begun i n  1 8 5 7 ) ,  a t  t h e  same i n s t i t u t i o n ;  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  (begun i n  1851) ;  Old Main a t  Knox C o l l e g e ,  I l l i n o i s  
(1856-57) [ a  Nat ional  H i s t o r i c  Landmark a s  t h e  only  e x t a n t  s i t e  of a  
Lincoln-Douglas d e b a t e ] ;  and Dwight H a l l ,  a t  Yale (1842-46) do s u r v i v e ,  
b u t  none s u r p a s s  Old Main i n  s i z e  and h i s t o r i c  i n t e g r i t y .  

CONCLUSION 

Old Main has  s tood  on Mount Lavinium over looking t h e  c o l l e g e  and v i l l a g e  
of Bethany f o r  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  c e n t u r y  now, f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  aims t h e  founder  
o u t l i n e d  f o r  h e r .  Her r o s t e r  of g r a d u a t e s  i s  impress ive  f o r  s o  s m a l l  a 
s c h o o l .  Their  r o l e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  S t a t e  has  been phenomenal, i f  
n o t  dominant, i n c l u d i n g  key f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  achievement of S ta tehood  
i t s e l f ,  and h a s  been h i g h l y  r e s p e c t a b l e  even when judged n a t i o n a l l y .  
Speaker  of t h e  House "Champ" Cla rk  and Supreme Court J u s t i c e  Joseph B. 
Lamar a r e  j u s t  two who can be mentioned, a s  w e l l  a s  numerous e d u c a t o r s ,  
d o c t o r s ,  and prominent l e a d e r s  of t h e  D i s c i p l e s .  

Bethany Col lege ' s  Old Main, t h e n ,  has  been an o b j e c t  of p i lg r image  n o t  
o n l y  f o r  D i s c i p l e s  of C h r i s t ,  t o  whom i t  may be desc r ibed  a s  more a 
r e l i g i o u s  than  s e c u l a r  s h r i n e ,  but a l s o  f o r  o t h e r s  who have sought  t o  
a p p e a l  t o  Campbell 's f l o c k  and t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of h i s  S t a t e .  S e v e r a l  
P r e s i d e n t s  and f u t u r e  P r e s i d e n t s  have journeyed h e r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  James A.  
G a r f i e l d ,  h imself  a D i s c i p l e  who s e r v e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t  of Hiram C o l l e g e ,  i n  
Ohio,  a n o t h e r  D i s c i p l e s  c o l l e q e ;  Lyndon B. Johnson, a l s o  a D i s c i p l e ;  and 
John  F. Kennedy. 

The most h i s t o r i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  of t h e s e  v i s i t s  i s  t h a t  of John F. 
Kennedy, who spoke i n  Commencement H a l l  dur ing h i s  d e c i s i v e  West V i r g i n i a  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  primary campaign i n  1960. I n  t h i s  appearance,  a t  a  P r o t e s t a n t  
c o l l e g e  i n  America's most P r o t e s t a n t  S t a t e ,  America's f u t u r e  f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  
P r e s i d e n t  conf ron ted ,  l i t e r a l l y  and f i g u r a t i v e l y ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e ,  
a n d ,  a s  he  would e l sewhere  d u r i n g  h i s  campaign, d r e w - a  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of a  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l  and a  pe rson ' s  p r i v a t e  r e l i g i o u s  
p r a c t i c e .  It w a s  a speech  t h a t  Campbell, a  c l e r i c  who s e r v e d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  
p o s t s  and debated p u b l i c  p o l i c y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e l i g i o n ,  would l i k e l y  have 
a p p r e c i a t e d .  
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4 C i t e d  i n  I b i d . ,  p. 15. - 
5 C i t e d  i n  Thomas H. O l b r i c h t ,  "Alexander Campbell as an  Educa tor , "  
i n  L e c t u r e s  i n  Honor of t h e  Alexander Campbell B i c e n t e n n i a l ,  1788-1988 
( N a s h v i l l e ,  Tenn. : M s c i p l e s  of C h r i s t  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  l 9 8 8 ) ,  p. 87. 
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9 M i l l e n i a l  Harb inger ,  5 t h  S e r i e s ,  I, 3 (March 1858): 159; and I, 5 (May 
1858):  248-249. 
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11 The succeed ing  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  of " c o l l e g i a t e  Gothic" draws on m a t e r i a l  
i n  Ca lder  Loth and J u l i u s  Trousda le  S a d l e r ,  Jr., The Only Proper  S t y l e ,  
Gothic A r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  America (Boston: New York Graphic S o c i e t y ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  
pp. 41, 90-91. 
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