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@NAME 
HISTORIC "The Stone House;" Parker Family Residence; Slosn, Richard, House 

AND/OR COMMON 
"The Stone House" 

S T R E E T ~ N U M B E R  Along U.S. Route 50 approximately 314 mile  e a s t  of Junc t ion  
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Junc t ion  .& VICINITY OF Second 
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PRESENT USE 
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-EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

NAME M r .  and Mrs. John Henry Parker,  Jr. 

STREET & NUMBER 
Box 454  
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ELOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED ?ORIGINAL SITE 

XGOOD - -RUINS x~~~~~~~ -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

"The Stone House" near  Junct ion,  Hampshire County, West V i rg in i a ,  p r e s e n t l y  c o n s i s t s  
of t he  c .  1790 s tone  s e c t i o n  f a c i n g  U.S. Route 50 and a  c .  1900 frame s e c t i o n  which forms 
t h e  l e g  of  t h e  "T"-shaped s t r u c t u r e .  The s tone  p a r t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  unchanged s i n c e  con- 

. s t r u c t i o n ,  but  minor a l t e r a t i o n s  were made when t h e  frame p a r t  was added. L i t t l e  a l t e r a -  
t i o n  has been done on t h e  l a t t e r .  

The f i e l d  s tone  f r o n t  i s  r ec t angu la r  i n  shape (approximately 45 f e e t  long and 40 
f e e t  deep) with symmetry of des ign  inhe ren t  (with minor except ions  i n  t h e  basement).  
The c o r t h  ( f ron t )  e l eva t ion  has t h r e e  openings on f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  and one window 
i n  t h e  west room of the  basement. As throughout t he  s tone  s e c t i o n ,  second-f loor  windows 
a r e  619, double-hung sash  while  t h o s e  on t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  a r e  911 ( o r i g i n a l l y  9/9). Base- 
ment windows cons i s t  of two s l i d i n g  panels  each wi th  4/4-pane des ign .  A h i g h  s tone  
p l a t fo rm reaches t o  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  on t h i s  e l e v a t i o n  and suppor t s  a  
b a l u s t e r e d  porch. The f r o n t  door h a s  v e r t i c a l  boards on t h e  o u t s i d e  wi th  h o r i z o n t a l  
boards on t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  and both i t  and t h e  o ld  back door (which l eads  i n t o  t h e  frame 
a r e a )  have a  four-sect ioned,  r e c t a n g u l a r  o v e r l i g h t .  

- East and west e l eva t ions  a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  design,  but  t h e  west has  a low door i n  the- 
-basement wi th  e x t e r i o r  porch and a small  window toward t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r -  -- 
which was added a f t e r  t he  frame a d d i t i o n  was placed. The e a s t  had a  door and smal l  porch 
put  on t h e  north of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  about 1915. Both e a s t  and west s i d e s  house an 

- i n t e r i o r  chimney (b r i ck  has rep laced  s tone -a t  the  tops )  wi th  smal l ,  214 windows t o  e i t h e r  
s i d e  of i t  i n  the  a t t i c .  The sou th  ( r e a r )  e l eva t ion  of t h e  s t o n e  p a r t  i s  s t i l l  i n t a c t  
a s  t h e  no r th  wal l  of t h e  frame s e c t i o n ,  bu t  a  second-floor window has been removed from 
t h e  c e n t e r  t o  provide an  opening t o  t h e  r e a r  and t h e  o ld  back door s e rves  a s  en t r ance  
t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h i s  a r ea .  

The frame s e c t i o n  has numerous windows and doors of va r ious  s i z e s  and s ty les - ;  A 
---------deep po rchcomple t e ly -enc i r c l e s  t h i s  p a r t  on t h e  e a s t  and south-and reaches  t o  a  t h ree -  

s ided  bay which has been placed on i t s  west e leva t ion .  The frame a rea  i s  covered wi th  
---- - - - wooden sh ing le s ,  and t h e  e n t i r e  house has  -a metal  roof;  -- -- 

-- On t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n  houses d in ing  room, k i t chen ,  ba th  and s l e e p i n g  a reas .  
The o ld  s tone  p a r t  conta ins  two rooms on each f l o o r .  I n  t h e  basement of t h e  l a t t e r  i s  
t h e  o l d  k i t chen  and d in ing  s e c t i o n  on t h e  west s ide .  This inc ludes  a l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e , -  
and t h e  wa l l s  a r e  about t h i r t y - s i x  inches t h i c k  ( they t a p e r  t o  about" twelve inches i n  
t h e  a t t i c ) .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  i s  a  s t o r a g e  a rea .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  used t o  have bedrooms, 
b u t  t h i s  i s  now used f o r  l i v i n g  and s i t t i n g  rooms. On t h i s  l e v e l  only t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
o r i g i n a l l y  had a  f i r e p l a c e  ( i t  was changed i n  design about 1915), bu t  one h a s  been 
opened i n  t h e  west room dur ing  t h e  twen t i e th  century.  The second f l o o r  c o n t a i n s  two 
bedrooms, each with f i r e p l a c e .  The a t t i c  i s  open from e a s t  t o  west,  and r a f t e r s  ( t i e d  
toge the r  w i th  wooden pegs)  s t i l l  show markings of a  s e r i e s  of l e t t e r s  and numbers which 
a ided  i n  c o r r e c t  placement of members when they were r a i s e d  from t h e  ground dur ing  con- 
s t r u c t i o n .  Most of t he  f l o o r i n g  i n  t h e  s tone  s e c t i o n  i s  o r i g i n a l ,  a s  i s  much of  t h e  
hardware on t h e  doors.  

There a r e  p re sen t ly  s e v e r a l  barns  and s to rage  a reas  on t h e  proper ty ,  i nc lud ing  an 
o l d  log smokehouse, but the  most i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  a  l a r g e  barn b u i l t  i n  1803. It has 
widely spaced, unhewn logs  on t h e  i n t e r i o r  and south s i d e ,  and t h e  remainder i s  enclosed 
i n  wooden framing. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
"The Stone House," a  l a r g e  and f i n e l y  b u i l t  s t r u c t u r e ,  was e rec t ed  f o r  Richard 

Sloan about 1790. He and h i s  w i fe  had decided t o  s e t t l e  i n  Hampshire County, V i r -  
g i n i a ,  and soon developed a  family weaving indus t ry  cen te red  around t h e i r  lands j u s t  
west of t h e  county s e a t  a t  Romney. The t r a d e  i n  woolens and l i n e n s  must have been 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  l o c a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  family of twelve cont inued i n  t h e  bus iness  u n t i l  near  
t h e  middle of  t h e  n ine t een th  century  before  s e l l i n g  t h e  proper ty  t o  t h r e e  Parker  
b ro the r s  i n  1854. Henceforth,  t h e  s tone  s t r u c t u r e  would be t h e  c e n t e r  of a  farm, 
but  i t  would a l s o  s e e  uses  a s  a  s t a g e  s top  and p o l l i n g  p l a c e  a s  w e l l  as  become a  
source  of goods f o r  Federa l  t roops  who passed by dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

Richard Sloan had come t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  Revolutionary War 
from I r e l and  where h i s  family had s e t t l e d  a f t e r  leav ing  Scotland. He was a t  f i r s t  
indentured  t o  a  David Van Horn i n  Phi lade lphia  i n  o rde r  t o  work o f f  payment of h i s  
passage,  bu t  h e  soon r a n  away wi th  Char lo t te ,  daughter  of Van Horn. Af t e r  marr iage 
and a  s h o r t  s t a y  i n  Baltimore, t he  Sloans moved on t o  Romney i n  Hampshire County, 
V i rg in i a ,  and cons t ruc t ed  t h e  house which s t i l l  s t ands  as  evidence of a  w e l l - b u i l t  
country dwell ing of t h e  day and place.  

Thei r  home was made of  l o c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  m a t e r i a l s  and must have been q u i t e  l a r g e  
f o r  t h e  t ime. The approximately 40 f e e t  by 45 f e e t  s t r u c t u r e  was i n t e r e s t i n g l y  
designed s o  a s  t o  t a p e r  i n  t h e  wa l l  from a  nea r ly  36 i nch  th i ckness  a t  r h e  base t o  
only 12 inches a t  t h e  top .  The basement and both main f l o o r s  each had two rooms, and 
t h e  a t t i c  was an open and usab le  a r ea .  

The g r e a t  s i z e  of t h e  house was f o r t u n a t e  f o r  Richard and Char lo t te ,  f o r  it 
could provide s u f f i c i e n t  space f o r  t h e i r  t e n  c h i l d r e n  ( s i x  boys and four  g i r l s )  and 
room t o  accommodate t h e  many s t e p s  i n  t he  product ion of woven goods. U n t i l  they were 
a b l e  t o  e r e c t  a  s e p a r a t e  loom house, the  e n t i r e  process  was accomplished i n  t h e  s t r u c -  
t u r e .  The family probably r a i s e d  t h e i r  own sheep and grew some f l a x  o r  ob ta ined  t h e  
raw wool and f l a x  from nearby r e s i d e n t s .  Most of t h e i r  products  were s o l d  l o c a l l y ,  
and t h e  present  occupants  r e t a i n  s e v e r a l  c o v e r l e t s  of f i n e  q u a l i t y  and des ign  which 
were produced by t h e  Sloans.  

T rad i t i on  i n  t h e  family maintains  t h a t  only James, youngest son of Richard and 
Char lo t t e ,  marr ied.  He was chosen f o r  t h i s  because he  "won" a  straw-drawing c o n t e s t ,  
and he and h i s  w i f e  r an  t h e  household while  most of  t h e  o t h e r s  kep t  t o  t h e i r  weaving 
bus iness .  Two of  Richard 's  sons, Tom and John, apparent ' ly  extended t h e  f a m i l y ' s  
i n t e r e s t s  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c s ,  f o r  one i s  s a i d  t o  have he ld  a  p o s i t i o n  of  
rank dur ing  t h e  War of 1812 and t h e  o the r  served a s  a  j u s t i c e  and s h e r i f f  i n  Hampshire 
County. 

The Sloans s o l d  t h e  proper ty  t o  t h r e e  Parker b r o t h e r s  i n  1854 f o r  $4000, and i t  
has remained i n  t h i s  f ami ly ' s  possess ion  t o  t h i s  day. During t h e  C i v i l  War, t he  Parkers ,  
as most a r e a  r e s i d e n t s ,  were Southern sympathizers.  Although t h e i r  p roper ty  was not  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

des t royed ,  t he  p l ace  was v i s i t e d  by Federa l  t roops  on s e v e r a l  occasions,  and they took 
va r ious  s u p p l i e s  and ransacked t h e  house. Vhatever was appropriated was apparent ly  
l a t e r  pa id  f o r ,  however, and b i l l s  s t i l l  e x i s t  showing t h e  "purchase" of $162.45 worth 
of  goods f o r  p a r t s  of t h e  yea r s  1862, 1863 and 1864. 

The Stone House was a  s t a g e  s t o p  a long  t h e  Northwestern Turnpike (U.S. Route 50) 
and t h e  l o c a l  r o u t e  from Romney t o  Moorefield and Petersburg from about t h e  t ime of 

-- - t h e  C i v i l  War u n t i l  t he  coming of  t he  r a i l r o a d  around 1910. Many would r e s t  h e r e  and 
have a  meal i n  t h e  basement k i tchen-d in ing  a r e a  wh i l e  feeding  and water ing  t h e i r  ho r ses  

- o r  s tock .  The Parkers  a l s o  maintained a  t o l l  house on t h e  tu rnp ike  a t  t h e  c r o s s i n g  
- - --of t h e  Soutk-Branch of- t h e  Potomac- River--about t h r e e  mi les  t o  _the eas t . .  . S i n c e  t h a t -  - 

-- time, though, t h e  house has  grown i n  s i z e  a s  need and t a s t e  d i c t a t e d  and--h-as s e t t l e d - .  - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - . 

t o  u s e  simply a s  t h e  farmhouse intended,  wi th  occas iona l  s e r v i c e  s i n c e  about 1900 a s  
t h e  l o c a l  p o l l i n g  p l ace .  .- 

- . . -. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (cont inued)  

In te rv iew,  El izabe th  Sloan Williams wi th  James E. Harding, Research Analyst,  West 
-- V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  Commission, A p r i l  3 ,  1975. Information on f i l e  a t  t h e  

West V i r g i n i a  An t iqu i t i e s  Commission, Old Mountainlair ,  West V i r g i n i a  Univer- 
-- - s i t y ,  Morgantown, West V i rg in i a .  

- 
- - Maxwell, Hu and H.L. Swisher. H i s to ry  of Hampshire County, W e s t  Vi rg in ia .  Morgantown, 

W.Va. : A. Brown Boughner, 1897. (pp. 272-79) 



� MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Documents (Payment notes  of Federa l  t roops ,  land s a l e  r e c e i p t ,  pe r sona l  l e t t e r s )  i n  

t h e  possession of Mrs. John Henry Parker,  Jr., Box 454, Romney, West V i rg in i a .  
Interview,  Ruth Parker and David Parker  with James E. Harding, Research Analyst ,  

West V i rg in i a  An t iqu i t i e s  Commission, Apr i l  3 ,  1975. Information on f i l e  a t  
t h e  West V i rg in i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  Commission, Old Mountainlair ,  West v i r g i n i a  
Univers i ty ,  Morgantown, West Vi rg in ia .  

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA Lat i tude :  39' 18 '  44.1" 
Longitude: 78' 50' 58.7" ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1% acres 
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West V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  Commission A p r i l  15, 1975 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
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Form No. 10-301 
(Rev. 10-74) 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  I N T E R I O R  
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

- 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

H1STORIC "The Stone House;" Parker Family Residence; Sloan, Richard, House 

AND/OR COMMON - 
"The Stone House" 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN XVICINITY OF COUNTY STATE 
Junc t ion  Hampshire West V i r g i n i a  

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U. S. Geological  Survey 

Keyser, W.Va.-Md., 15' Quadrangle 
SCALE 1 ~ 6 2 5 0 0  DATE lgZ0 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1 .  PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. U T M  REFERENCES 






