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I n d i a n  Creek Covered Br idge  i s  a  s ing le - span ,  modif ied Howe t r u s s  
s t r u c t u r e .  B u i l t  about  1898, t h e  u n i t  s i t s  a t o p  abutments of hand-shaped 
l imes tone  b locks  which were SO deslgned a s  t o  f i t  wi thout  mor t a r .  It is  
s l i g h t l y  more t h a n  f i f t y  f e e t  l ong  and f o u r t e e n  f e e t  w i d e  a t  t h e  f l o o r ,  w i t h  
a  c l e a r a n c e  of  e l even  f e e t .  # 

S t r u c t u r a l  f raming  of t h e  b r i d g e  i s  i n  f o u r  s e c t i o n s ,  t h o s e  i n  t h e  ten- 
t e r  forming an  "X" p a t t e r n  w h i l e  t h e  ends a r e  t r i a a g l e s .  There a r e  f i v e  
v e r t i c a l  p o s t s  on each s i d e .  From t h e  apex of t h e  c e n t e r  p o s t  an arrangement 
of two beams wi th  a  space  between p r o j e c t s  t o  t h e  b a s e  of t h e  p o s t s  on e i t h e l  
s i d e .  Through t h i s  open space  pas ses  a  s i n g l e  beam from t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  sec- 
onL1 and f o u r t h  p o s t s  t o  t h e  base of t h e  c e n t e r .  From t h e  apex of  t h e  second 
2nd f o u r t h  v e r t i c a l  e lements  t o  t h e  base  of t h e  E i r s t  and f i f t h  p o s t s  pro-  
j e c t s  a s t o u t  beaq  of two tim-bers which a r e  f a s t e n e d  t o g e t h e r .  These wooden 
s t r u c t u r a l  t imber s  v a r y  i n  s i z e  f r o n  9" x 4" t o  14" x 10". The whole i s  
s t r eng thened  by 1%' i r o n  r o d s  ex t end ing  f r o n  t h e  t o p  t o  t h e  bot tom of each  
p o s t  and a t t a c h e d  w i t h  s t u r d y  b o l t s .  Add i t i ona l  s t e e l  b r a c e s  a r e  p l aced  
a long  t h e  beams between t h e  f i r s t  and second and f o u r t h  and fifth p o s t s ,  one  
i n  a  v e r t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  and t h e  o t h e r  a t  about  a  45' angle--from t h e  f l o o r ,  

I n t e r f o r  f raming  f o r  t h e  s i d e s  and roof  i s  s imple.  It i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
w i t h  t h e  purpose o f  h o l d i n g  p r o t e c t i v e  cove r ings  r a t h e r  t han  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  
s t r u c t u r a l  suppor t .  S i d i n g  i s  of v e r t i c a l  p i n e  boards and t h e  g a b l e  roof  i s  
covered  w i t h  f r o e - s p l i t  s h i n g l e s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  o r i g i n a l l y  b e i n g  of chestnut :  but 
now o f  r e d  oak. 

me b r i d g e  decayed t o  some e x t e n t  a f t e r  u s e  ended about  1929, b u t  when 
i t  was l ea sed  by t h e  Monroe County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  i n  1965, r e s t o r a t i o n  
work was under taken .  Abutments and framing \:ere i n t a c t  a t  t h e  t ime.  A 
b r o t h e r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d e r s  was c o n t r a c t e d  t o  r e p l a c e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  
m a t e r i a l s  and s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The suppor t ing  t russ -work  was s o l i d  
and merely had t o  b e  touched up. S i d i n g  was r ep l aced  as neces sa ry ,  a  new 
f l o o r  was l a i d ,  and a  new roof  was p u t  on. R e s t o r a t i o n  was t o  b e  as authen-  
t ? c  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  r e d  elk had t o  b e  s u b s t f t u t e d  f o r  c h e s t n u t  f o r  t h e  
d ~ i n g l e s  ~ n d  t h e s e  \.;ere nade  0,; t't?~ s i t e  1 , i t h  a f r o e  and ne l l e t ,  kL 

interesting s i d e l i g h t  t o  roof  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  t h a t  s h i n g l e s  were p l aced  i n  
t h e  d a r k  of  t h e  n i g h t  under  a  moon (so  they  would n o t  t u r n  up!) i n  d e f e r e n c e  
t o  d q c i e n t  c u s t o n .  

T:? >:onroe County x i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  con t inues  t o  x a i n t a i n  t h e  b r i d g e  
and no:J u ses  i t  t o  house  a c o l l e c t i o n  of horse-drawn vvehicles. 
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Ind ian  Creek Covered Br idge  i s  bo th  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i o u s n e s s  
and i n ~ ; e n u i t y  of i t s  tv:9 young b u i l d e r s  and a landmark i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  
r u r a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system i n  t h e  a r e a  of  >!onroe County, West V i r g i n l a ,  
about t h e  t u r n  of t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry .  The Weikel b r o t h e r s ,  c o n t r a c t o r s  
f o r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  a p p l i e d  t echn iques  acqu i r ed  chrough s e l f - e d u c a t i o n  and 
comon  sense  t o  d e s i g n  a b r i d g e  which ~ ~ o u l d  s e r v e  for about  t h i r t y  y e a r s  of 
continuous u s e  and remain b a s i c a l l y  s o l i d  even t o  t h i s  day. 

Monroe County, l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  extreine s o u t h e a s t  o f  V e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  was - - 
q u i t e  r u r a l  and s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The 
n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r  of P e t e r s  PIountain blocked much corrimerce t o  t h e  e a s t  and 
sou th ,  and i n t e r n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w2s rudimentary except  between t h e  
f r equen ted  s p r i n g s  r e s o r t s .  Off t h z  "beaten path' '  o f  main roads ,  r a i l r o a d s  
and waterways, what r o u t e s  d i d  e x i s t  x e r e  o f t e n  narrow and d u s t y  o r  muddy. 
r h i s  was compounded by n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r s  o f  t e r r a i n  and w a t e r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  
~ s u a l l y  c ros sed  a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r d s .  

As t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  approached, Plonroe County Cour t  ( a d m i n i s t r a t i v  
  as t a k i n g  an  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  upgrading  t h e  road sys t em ahd p a r t i c i -  
pated i n  funding  s e v e r a l  improvements. Farn ing  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  main tenanc  
gas a  growing p r a c t i c e  a s  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  b r i d g e s  a t  s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s  w e r e  
l e t  when t h e  c r y  r o s e  f o r  b e t t e r  rozds .  One SUCK i ap rovenen t  was planned  fo 
t h e  Ind ian  Creek a r e a  sou th  of Union and S a l t  Sulphur S p r i n g s ,  and a c o n t r a c  
;.ja,s 2 ~ a r d e d  for t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a covered b r i d g e  by  Oscar  and Ray Weikel  
j.n 1898. 

The llei,!iels were s l x t e e n  and eighteen y e a r s  o l d ,  r e s p 2 c t i v e l y ,  a t  the 
t ime,  and t h e i r  gua ran tee  f o r  t h e  b r i d g e  was backed by t h e i r  u n c l e s  who r a n  
a  sawmill  i n  t h e  county.  The young nen  i n d u s t r i o u s l y  unde r took  t h e  t a s k ,  
s e t t i n g  up t h e i r  own s a i m i l l  n e a r  t h e  s i t e  and p r e p a r i n g  all m a t e r i a l s  b u t  
t h e  i r o n  rods ,  n a i l s  and s h i n g l e s .  A t  f i r s t  t h e  county d e s i r e d  an a rched  
s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  t h e  Weikels made t h e i r  own p l a n s  and a l e v e l - f l o o r e d  b r i d g e  
iJas agreed t o .  

Logs were d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e i r  s a x i l l  by oxen, and the f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s  
were t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  l o c a t i o n  by h o r s e  and wagon. Some 
i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  show t h e  i n g e n u i t y  of t h e  b ro the r s .  
They developed t h e i r  own t o o l  t o  l i f t  t h e  l a r g e  t iolbers  i n t o  p l a c e ,  a s o r t  
I £  double-geared,  back-ac t ion  c a n t  hook which was a t t a c h e d  t o  each  end and 
landled by up t o  f o u r  men. A f t e r  t h e  b r i d g e  was conp le t ed  and  a c c e p t e d  by 
:he county a t  a c o s t  of about  $400, t h e  Weikels b e c m e  e s t a b l i s h e d  and 

:ont inued i n  t h e  lumber b u s i n e s s  i n  Xonros and Greenbr ie r  c o u n t i e s  for sev-  
. r a l  y e a r s .  

rC l n i s  c o n t r a c t  gave t h e  young nen  2 good s t a r t  i n  business  and b o l s t e r e d  
:he t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s  tern of  t h e  a r e a  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  It was 

-- . -- 
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about  19!9 o r  1930 when U.S. Route 219 was opened through t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  
of  Pfonro? County, and t h e  o l d  Ind ian  Creek Covered Bridge was no longe r  needed 
r t  s e r v e 1  i t s  purpose  w e l l ,  however, and now s t a n d s  a s  a monument t o  t h e  
eng inee r ing  s k i l l s  o f  i t s  young b u i l d e r s  and t h e  c h a l l e n g e  of  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a -  
t i o n  sys:e-n i n  t h e  rugged t e r r a i n  of  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Vest V i r g i n i a .  
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Gazet te-Mail  (Char les ton ,  W.Va.),  August 22, 1965. 
" ~ u i 1 d e - h  : ? r i t e s  of  Old Covered Br idge  ." Pionroe '({atchinan (Union, W.Va .) , 

Eovember 5 ,  1964. 
b!eikel, Oscar  C .  t o  HaskeEl Shumate, ' ~ e b r u a r ~  18, 1365. Copy on f i l e  w i t h  
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