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Literary Hall, whose interior and exterior remain largely intact today, was —1800-
constructed in 1869-70 for the Literary Society of Romney, in Hampshire County, —1900:
West Virginia.
Literary Hall is tall in proportion and formal in appearance. Its elements ESPEC
of style feature both early American and Victorian themes commonly seen in academic '
buildings of the period. The label mouldings and brick corbeling are Victorian ' STAT!

details that, in this example, combine nicely with the symmetry of the earlier
Federal period of architecture.

This imposing building is a red brick structure, rectangular in shape, two
stories high with gable roof. The four room first floor and large single ballroom
of the second floor rest on a sandstone, ashlar block foundation. The gable roof
is covered with standing seam tin sheeting. \

The front and side elevations of Literary Hall are divided into three and
five bays, respectively. The brick is laid in a five-coarse American bond.
The double-hung windows, all of which are original, have 9/9 light sashes and
are symmetrically placed within recessed brick panels that are defined at the
first and second levels of the building with ribs, or pseudo-pilasters, that form
the outer surface plane of the building's walls. The windows are protected with
v den louvered shutters.

—

The simple, wooden raking cornice of the front elevation gable surmounts an
ornamental brick corbel table. The gable of Literary Hall is centered with a
semi-circular fanlight.

White label mouldings adorn the front elevation, entrance, and first floor
windows of the building. The double wooden entrance door (whose lock is also
original) is tall and features four vertical panels. A rectangular transom light
is filled with four vertical glass panes.

Literary Hall is entered from a spacious stoop that is approached from
Romney's Main Street with recently re-worked brick steps.

Another interesting aspect of the building is its matching interior side
chimneys, between the second and third bays of the facade, which rise above the
roof on both sides of the building.

All of these unique features combine to make Literary Hall one of Romney's
and Hampshire County's most notable landmarks, and one in which this community is
justifiably proud. = - - :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Literary Hall, located at Main and High Streets in Romney, County Seat of
Hampshire County, West Virginia, is highly representative of the development of
education and literature in the early United States.

Literary Hall was constructed in 1869-70 by the Literary Society of Romney,
one of the oldest literary societies, as such, in the United States. Founded in
Romney on February 4, 1819 by nine of the town's leading citizens, the society
took as its objective '""the advancement of Literature and Science, the purchase
of a Library by and for the use of its members; and their further improvement
by discussing before the Society such questions as shall be selected under its
directors'". The first charter named the society 'The Polemic Society of Romney"
and this remained the name until changed to the "Literary Society of Romney"
in the 1830s. The Literary Society accumulated a splendid classical Llibrary,
which by 1830 numbered 3000 volumes; certainly the largest such library in
destern Virginia at the time, Frequent debates were held by the society on
topics of the day, and members .of the Society early on launched a movement to
establish an institution for the "higher education of the youth of the commun-
ity". The establishment of classical studies at the Romney Academy in 1820 was
a direct result of the society's campaign.

In 1845 the Literary Society contracted for "the erection of a building for
the Literary Society of Romney" and, by an act of the Virginia Assembly, this
was approved in the form of the establishment of the Romney Classical Institution
in 1847, long a leading institution of higher education for this region. This
building, a brick structure of two stories, surmounted by a cupola, and embellished
with a handsome portico the entire width of the building, later became the central
structure of the Romney School for the Deaf and Blind and remains as such today.

The coming of the Civil War brought hard times to much of the Eastern
Panhandle, and Hampshire County, not least of all. Romney itself changed hands
fifty times during the course of the conflict, and this Literary Society became
one of the primary victims of this disruption of normal life. Many of the members
of the Sociéty went off to fight for the Southern Confederacy; and Union troops .

. - ransacked the Society's famed library, scattering the volumes far and wide.
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After the termination of hostilities in 1865, it seemed that the great
Literary Society of Romney had been a victim of the war. Many of the members
lie in soldier's graves, the library was all but destroyed (only some 400
volumes remained) and their building was in a state of disrepair. Discouraged,
the remaining members waited until 1869 before attempting to revive the Society.
It was at this time that the Society was revived and, after transferring their
property to the Board of Regents of West Virginia in order to secure for Romney
the West Virginia Institute for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind, the Society took
on new life with a public subscription that raised $1,383.60. The original
library was at last partially reassembled, and in 1870 Literary Hall was con-
structed to house the revitalized society. For the next decade, the intellec-
tual life of the community centered around the reborn Literary Society and
its Literary Hall. 1In the 1880s, however, as the older members died off, the
Society waned in importance and meetings became less frequent. The last re-
corded meeting of the Society took place at Literary Hall on February 15, 1886.

After the death of the Literary Society of Romney, Literary Hall fell
into disuse until assumed at a later date by the Masonic Lodge. Literary
Hall continues to be used as the headquarters and meeting hall for Romney's
Masons. Today, the records and minutes of the Literary Society of Romney,
dating back to 1819, are on display for public view at Literary Hall.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Literary Hall stands at the northwest corner of Main and High Streets on a city
lot in downtown Romney.
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