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The Locust Creek Covered Bridge is  113 feet-9 inches i n  length,  and the center  to 
cen te r  dis tance between the top chords i s  1 3  feet-6 inches. It has board-and-batten 
s id ing  and a standing seam metal roof. 
Except f o r  a few minor n?odifications, which include the center v e r t i c a l ,  the  small 
end panel-diagonals, and the  discontinuity of the  d i s t i n c t  "W" pa t t e rn  a t  midspaii, 
the t r u s s  i s  a double Warren system consisting of a s e r i e s  of two-5' x 7 inch Zouble 
f i a g ~ n a l s  a d  7 inch square s ing le  member counter diagonals, which fit between and are 
k a l t s d  t o  t b l  dou5le tkiagonals. The single diagcnal ends extend through the to? aid  
bottom chords, both consist ing of four-5 x 9 inch members, while t he  double diagonal 
ends butt i n t o  the s ing le  diagonals. Cross b r a c h g  a t  each panel functions a s  the only 
s i q n i f i c a n t  l a t e r a l  bracing, s ince Lhere a re  no transverse roof beams except a t  the ends 
of t h e  bridge. The bridge is  undergirded with three s t e e l  bents on the west s ida and 
two tlxber ones  on t h e ' e a s t  s ide  and does not  appear t o  have any o ther  major modi- 
f ica t ions .  
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Very l i t t l e  i n f o r n a t i o n  i s  krown about the  h i s t o r y  of the Locust Creek Covered 
Bridge. A s e a r c h  of  t h e  cour t  records suppl ied  no f u r t h e r  information than t h a t  g iven 
i n  Ju ly ,  1979 p u b l i c a t i o n  of The Pocahontas Tines, o f  Marlinton, e n t i t l e d  "Pioneer Days. " 
That i n f o r n a t i o n  r e f e r e d  t o  George 3. Cochran, who i n  1879, was p a i d  520.00 by ths 
Pocalhontas County Court f o r  work done on the  bridge.  The a r t i c l e  a l s o  mentioned t h a t  
ex tens ive  r e p a i r s  were made t o  the  bridga i n  1904, b u t  no cour t  records could be 
found t o  v e r i f y  t h e  rnalcing o f  r e p a i r s  i n  1904 o r  i n  the few years  preceeding o r  fo l lowing 
1901. The d a t e  o f  c o n s t m c t i o n  of  L?e b r idse  i s  thought t o  have been i n  the  1 8 7 0 ~ ~  
fol lowing a p e t i t i o n  which was made t o  the  county cour t  t o  l o c a t e  a road a t  o r  near 
t ? e  Josidch Beard m i l l ,  which was located  near  the  bridge.  

m e  L o c ~ s t  Creek Bridge i s  t h e  only covered br idge  reamining i n  Pocahontas C o u r ~ t y ,  ' 
a d  e x h i b i t s  a t r u l y  unique example of a modified Warren t r u s s  sysdem. The l a t e  
notn&le  two span b r idge  a t  Fznick, I?. Va. used the  same P7arren f r m i n g  system. Very 
few Warren t r u s s e s  were used f o r  covered br idges  i n  North A ~ e r i c a .  It i s  s ig r . i f i can t  
t h a t  t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  two i n  Vest Virgin ia  a t  one time. 



Bears, PI. Katherine,  "Locust Creek Covered Bridge," Pocahontas T i m e s ,  
5 Ju ly  1979, p-5. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FC)R PZOPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY 3OUNCARlES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE. 

.- 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
\ 

F14hiZ / TITLE 

E.L.  ken^, Professor  o f  Eisto??,~ of Science & Technology and of Civil Engineering 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

G14 P 7 0 0 & ~ l l r  Town Caiiwus (304) 293-3867 
C I T Y  on T C ~ ~ V N  STAT; 

Morqa to r ;~ .  West Virginia 26506 

STXTZ IilSTOXIC PfiESERYXTiON OFF1 CER CERTIFICATION L. 
THE EVALUATED SiGNIFlCANCE OFTHIS PRO?ERNLVITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE - LOCAL - 
As t h e  designazod S t a t e  Historic Prcsorvation Officer for the Nat~onal  Historic Preservat~on Act of 1966 (Pubiic Law C9-665). I 

hereby rrominare rhis property for inclusion in ?he National Register and cert i ly  that it h a s  h e n  evaluatad according to t h s  

criteria and p r o c e d u r s  set forth by t h e  National Park S w k e .  

S T 4 T i  HISTORIC Pi)ESERVATION OFF!CE? S:GVATLIRC 
' 

TITLE DATE 





18. LOCUST CREEK COVERED BRIDGE 



18. LOCUST CREEK C O l E X D  BRIDGE 



1 .  LOCUST CREEK O V E R E D  BRIDGE 



b p o g r a p h y  by E. l . l re land 
P o y c o n c  p ro ,ec t , o i  1927 N o r t h  A m z r c a n  dstum sumeyed  i n  1 9 2 3  
10 ,000 - foo t  g r ~ d  b a s e d  on West V ~ r g w a  (Sou th )  
r e c t a n g ~ l a r  c o o r d , i a t e  sys:e i i  
1 0 3 0 - r n c t e r  U n v e . s 3  Trzrsvcrse Merca t svg . , d  t ~ c k s ,  
zone 17, shov,n In S lue  






