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1. Name 
historic 

Gilbert and Samuel McKown House 

andlor common 
'Irlarshy Dell" 

2, Location 
West Vir inia State Raute #51, 0.4 mile east 

stmet & number % h ~ s f o w n ,  West Virginia. n a t f a e -  

Gerrardstam x 
citv. town - vicinity of congresdonai district 

state West Virginia code 9 county Berkeley code O03 

3. Classification 
Cat- OwlMnhip Status Pre-t UH 
- district - public X occupied - agriculture m U 8 8 W n  

X 5 building(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial p a r k  
s t r u c t u r e  b o t h  w o r k  in progress - educational Xpri~ts- - site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - retigous - object - in process yes: restricted - government s d e n t m C  

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial -- 
- 

4. Owner of Property 
name Mr; and Itm. John Douglas Miller 

I 'Marshy Dell" 

street & number Route #2, Box 42 

city. town Inwood X vicinitv of state West v m  . 
C1 . - 

5. Location of Leclal Descriation 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Berkeley County Courthouse 

street & number 100 West King Street 

city. town Martinsburg 
state West Virgfnfa 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
G - 30 Berkele Count Historic 

title kmkfargs c o ~ s s i o n  survey has this property been determined clegible? 2 )*r - 
date 1973 - 1983 X -federal s t a t e  c o u n t y  - Ecrcd 
depository for survey records 

Berkeley County Courthouse 

city, town Martinsburg 
state West V i r g f n i a  



Condition Check 0 4 ~  Chock ens 
2 L  excellent - deteriorated - unaltered 2 original site 
- 9- - ruins X altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

. d 

D.scrik the m t  and origkrrl (if known) physicrl -e 
k 

Located on West Virginia S ta t e  Route #51 j u s t  e a s t  of Gerrardstown, the 1 
Mcgawn house is a substant ial ,  two story,  four  bay log  house m e a s u r i n g  forty- 
seven f e e t  (47') by thirty-two feet (32 '). The house is constmcted an a 
stone foundation w i t h  large exter ior ,  double f l u e  stone end chintneys. 

The eastern h a U  of the  house was constructed by G i l b e r t  McXom a. im 
as his dwel lbg  house. The o r ig ina l  beaded, board w a l l  par t i t ions  are intact 
an the second f l o a r  as is the dog-leg uinder stair that leads t o  the att ic.  
A very handsome two-tiered, panelled door cupboard is located i n  the south- 

-$ 
" x"' 

-7% 

east bedroom as is a small f i replace.  The mantel has a beaded-smaund and :+ 
a shallow shelf.  The main room on the first f l o o r  has a stone fireplaccr - v  

xi* a plain mantel h i@ighted  by a "picture *me" molding and a W a w  A 

shelf. -These mantels a m  vernacular; of a type often found i n  the older -S 

homes i n  the azea. -2% 
-3%: 

.$ .$' -. 
- Ihe ca. 1810 addi t ion doubled. the s h e  of the house and was constnrcted 

by G i l b e r t ' s  son, Samuel McXorm. I n  the a t t i c ,  part of the originerl east 
gable s iding of t h e  easly section was l e f t  in tac t .  The pole rafters and 

C gable ends w e r e  whitewashed whereas the hewn rafters and newer east (ca. 1810) 
gable end w e r e  not. It evidently was no longer necessary t o  employ at t ic 
space as l iv ing  space d ~ e  t o  the enlargenent of the  house. There are a l s o  
two f i rep laces  on t h i s  side. A t  t h i s  time, a l t e ra t ions  included the removal 
of the first f loo r  winder stairs and the b& walls. Space was re-alloaated 
t o  create a cen t ra l  hall, and a Federal per iod ,  open-well stajrcase was in- 
stalled. Around 1880, the  s ingle  flight balustrade was replaced with the 
heavier turned newels and turned spindles associated w i t h  the Victor- era, 
The Fed.eralba3ustra.de was left  i n t a c t  on the second f loo r  mound the open- -- 

I. * 

w e l l .  

OriginaJ. floors axe throughout the  house and there is some early hard- 
wase, par t icu lar ly  "HL" hinges, and a nice box lock on the entrance doar. . 
Trin is beaded with period backbanding, doors axe six-pael, and ~ o w s  
have 6/6 double hung sash s e t  in pegged frames. 



, 
L 

8. Significance 

Period - prehistoric - 1400-1 499 - 1500-1599 - 1 600-1 699 
L 170+1799 
L 1 800-1 899 - 1900- 

Areas of S&niticanco-Check md justify W w  
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - bndscape UCMtecWrelL d g h n  
- archeology-historic - c o n ~ ~ l a t i o n  - k w  r c k n #  
X agriculture - economics - litemtw -- 
_21- architecture - education - military s o d 8 U  
- art - englneerlng - music IW~mmiMn 
- commerce -& explorrtionJsetthmt - philosophy th.rlrr 
- communications - industry - P O I i t i - m  - - W O t ' m h - .  

- invention W-fYF * recorded +&lstory 
S-ifl~ datos 1774/~a. 1810 ~uild.r- Gilbert  ~cKom/Sarnuel McKown 

The McKown house, located jus t  east of GemardstaUn, is h i s t a r i c a l l y  
s igni f icant  f o r  i t s ' a s soc ia t ions  with the M c K m  family. 

Gilbert McKawn was born in Ireland in 1736. H e  and h i s  wife Jane Crawford 
imm ig ra ted  and s e t t l e d  in York County, Pennsylvania. H e  purchased land i n  
Berkeley County in 1n4 and b u i l t  a so l id ,  two s to ry  log  duelling far hf s , 

family. His professions included farming and roof thatching. He was active 
in local  affairs and was one of f ive  founding t rus tees  for the tam of Ger -  
ardstawn.  He contributed t o  the establishment of and becane an e lde r  in 
both the Gemardstown Presbyterian Church and the Cool Sprfng. Presbyterian 
Church. H e  was a so ld ie r  during the Revolutionary War and was present a t  
Yorktown t o  witness the  surrender of Cornwallis. At h i s  death in 1803, he 
left  h i s  230 acre  farm t o  h i s  son Samuel McKown. 

Samuel McKawn was a properous farmer and ultimately owned f i v e  adjoining 
f a n s  i n  the  G ~ t o u n  area to ta l ing  974 acres. He enlarged .the house 
where he was ra i sed  using log construction and later sided the en t t r e  house. 
At h i s  death in 1837, he left one of f i v e  farms t o  each of his sons, h i s  son 
Samuel inher i t ing  the  home place. 

This Samuel McKoun masried Sarah Morgan and thus t he  family f d  a 
permanent place in Berkeley County recorded history. Sarsh M a r g a n  McKm 
kept a dia,ry that records her  da i ly  l i f e  and impressions. It begins i n  
1860 and ends i n  1899 and covers as many volumes with a page devoted t o  
each day. It is extremely interest ing,  par t icu lar ly  during the C i v i l  W a z  *-e- 
years, as she records the a c t i v i t i e s  of both the Federal and Confederate 
e e s  in the  area. They a l t e rna te ly  camped i n  her (~cKown hause) back- 
yasd, which is bordered by M i l l  Creek, and helped themselves t o  livestock 
and crops. The diary continues t o  the  end of the 20th century and gives 
an area insight  on Reconstruction, the  economically depressed 18?0's, 
soc ia l  occasions, d a i l y  l i f e ,  e tc .  Sarah Morgan ~~ died in 1901. 
Mr. Scot t  Grove of Martinsburg received a grant  from the  W e s t  Virginia 
Humanities Foundation t o  study and index her  dia,rfes. Hfs work received 
a Best Documentary Award by the  West Virginia Associated Press i n  1983. 

The McKowns internrarried with the Millers. The M c K m  house is w e d  
and lived i n  today by a d i r e c t  descendant of G i l b e r t  McKawn. 
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Continuation sheet G i l b e r t  McXown House Item number 8 

The McKown house is a rch i t ec tu ra l ly  s ignif icant  as an example of ea r ly  
permanent settler housing that was successfully integrated as a m j o r  part 
of a Berkeley County vernacular farmhouse. 

The or ig ina l  l og  house, b u i l t  by Gi lber t  McKown i n  1774, is approxi- 
mately one-half of the present farmhouse. Most of the  moldings and t r i m  
are or ig ina l  in this sect ion,  as a r e  the  board w a l l s  and the  do@;-leg stairs 
on t h e  second f loo r ,  roof rafters, and some hardware. Most importantly, 
the e a d y  house is still  very v i sua l ,  on the  i n t e r i o r  and exter ior .  When 
Samuel McKown added t o  the  house, he perfectly doubled the old house by 
adding a two bay sect ion and extending the roof l ine .  H e  f inished with 
another double f l u e  ex t e r io r  stone end chimney. The window o p e n w s  again 
are small and the  use of fenestra t ion is limited. The ex t e r io r  appea,rance 
of the  house r e a l t e s  very w e l l  i n  proportion and fenestra t ion t o  a late 
18th century dwelling. Samuel probably b u i l t  t h i s  way because it was ex- 
pedient, ?mt the r e su l t i ng  a l l  log building is an a rch i tec tura l ly  s ign i f i -  
cant  and very pleasing dwelling house. It is one of the  l a r g e s t  log  
dwellings i n  the  county and is representat ive of a f a the r  and son building 
e f f o r t ,  the  latter respecting the  design and proportions es tabl ished by 
the  former. 

There is a fu r the r  significance i n  the  stone outbuilding. After G i l -  
bert M c K m  became established i n  Berkeley County, he sen t  f o r  h i s  f a the r ,  
A n d r e w  McKown, who had remained i n  Ireland. McKown and Miller recards 
ind ica te  that  Andrew was a stone mason and that  he l i ved  i n  h i s  am house 
on G i l b e r t ' s  farm. The 18th century trim, proportions and s i z e  of the  
building support that this w a s  i n  f a c t  Andrew's dwelling. These small 
stone cottages a s e  found throughout Ireland and are of coursed or uncoursed 
stone rubble construction, as t h i s  one is. The stone cottage is archi- 
t e c tu ra l ly  s ign i f i can t  as being a cu l tu ra l  l i n k  i n  building methods and 
design, from the "new" country t o  the  "old" country, s ince it was b u i l t  
and l ived  i n  by an immigrant, Andrew McKown. Andrew came d i r e c t l y  t o  
Berkeley County and was not influenced i n t o  the  log  construction techniques 
adapted by h i s  son Gilbert who was undoubtedly exposed t o  them during h i s  
years spent i n  York, Pennsylvania. The cottage is fn excel lent  condition 
and is f i t t i n g l y  used as a guest  cottage. 



Sarah Morgan McKown Diaries, microfilm, Berkeley County Courthouse, Martinsburg. --- 
Chronicles of Old Berkeley, by M e  H. Gasdiner and A. H. Gardiner, Durham, North 

Ca,rolina79= pages 50 and 237. 

Quadrangk name Quadrangle scab 

UMT References . .. 

each side of the buildings between West Virginia State Route #51 and 
about 20' west of the lane (see map). 

List all stabs Md counties tor propertias overlapping state or county boundaries 

- - 

?Rcances D. Ruth - Chairperson 

Berkeley County Historic PI 

organization Landmarks Commission date September 30, 1983 A .. 
Route #2, Box 320 (304) 754 - 7097 street & number telephone L-h 

West VFrginia a* Martinsburg city or town state 
d 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification - - -  - - -  

- .. 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: I ;  

4 
.R - national - state - x local Yt-: 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 84- 
665), i hereby nominate this property for 
according to the criteria and procedures s v  

.. q. :% 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature %  ̂

e p  
4 

title ~omiss ioner ,  wv ~epartment of ~uf ture  and/kistory / date November 18, 1983 8 c 



Inwood Quadrangle 

Area 1 acre 

Berkeley County,west Virginia 

..I ' out building 

North 








