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I. Name 
historic 

E1dwaz-d %bb House 

andlor common 
"Rural H i l l * '  

- -  -- 

2. Location 
On the western side of West Virginia Secondary Route #b, 1.7 miles 

street & number south of the intersection with W .  Va. State ~ o u t e  not for publication , 

city, town 
Hedgesville x - vicinity of congressional district 

state 
West Virginia code 9 county Berkeley code 003 

3. Classification 
- 

Catego y Ownership Status Present Use 
-X- distrfct - public -& occupied - agriculture 

X 
- museum 

- building(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational -Xi private resideme 
- site Public Acquisition Accessibk - entertainment - rellglous 
- object - in process yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considend - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transpartatlon 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Promrtv 
- 

Mr. and Mrs. David R .  Dillon 
-- 

s t r m  & number 
"~ural  ill", R O U ~ ~  #6, BOX 91 

city, town 
Martinsburg x - vicinity of state West Virginia . ., 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of detds, etc. 
Berkeley County Courthouse 

street (L number 
100 West King Street 

city, town 
Mart insburg 

state West Virginia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
B-8 Berkele County Historic 

title ~ a d m d s  ~ 0 ~ s s i o n  Survey has this property been determined eleglble? X yes - no 
date 1973 - 1983 x - federal - state - county - locat 

depository for survey records Berkeley County Courthouse 

city, town 
Martinsburg 

state 
West Virginia 

I 



Condition C h M  one Check om 
X exwlhnt - deteriorated - unaltered 2L original site 
- 9- - ruins X altered - moved date - fair - unexpOsed 

Doscrfk thm pr8-t 8nd orisind (if ~ ~ W I I )  physical -e 

Situated on a h i l l  a t  the end of a half-mile private driveway, 
'3um.l Rural" is a large , th i r tpseven feet (37') deep and sixty-two feet 
(62 ' ) across, two story, central  block w i t h  w i n g  F e d d  due* house 
constructed m. 1810 of coursed rubble limestone. The fkont section is 
f i v e  bays wide, the  reaz section is divided i n t o  three lays, and the two 
bay, two s to ry  kitchen wing has a two-tiered recessed entrance porch. 
The main entrance porch has coupled Doric columns with I lke  p i l a s t e r s  
and a Chippendale transom is over the entrance door. Windows have I 2  112 
and 12/8 double sash w i t h  rough cut  radiating stone l i n t e l s .  The out- 
standing feature of the  f ron t  f a M e  is the corbel and lozenge cornice 
with elaborate fretwork architrave. 

The f r o n t  section has a cent ra l  hall, one room each side. The four- 
flight, open-well stair has elaborate s c r o l l  step-end decoration and the 
graceful balustrade is walnut. Panelled wainscoting with reeded p i h a t e r s  
follow on the  stair wall. Door facings are elaborate and varied. Those 
in the ha l l  and main parlor have a f u l l  entablature on panelled (ha l l )  or 
reeded (=lor) p i l a s t e r s  topped with acanthus leaf work. The end block 
trim on the  f r i eze  a l so  varies. In the parlor,  it matches that on the 
mantel, small coupled urns. The h a l l  door end block trim matches that 
used on a second f l o o r  nsntel,  fanc i fu l  Adams urns. Coupled cornicopia 
is used in still another. hret work cornices decorate most of these rooms. 

(me # r e e  bay, two story rear section was added in a cross gable wan- 
ner, ca. 1820, a l s o  in coursed rubble limestone construction. Windows are 
12/8 double sash w i t h  the same quirked ovolo exter ior  t r i m .  The plan is 
cent ra l  hall, one room each side with a very nice open-well stairway in 
the h a l l .  Door and window trim is symmetrically molded with mall. rose t te  
corner blocks. The one f i replace i n  t h i s  section has a mantel w i t h  a 
s ingle panelled f r i e z e  over l i k e  pi lasters .  

THO fireboxes i n  the house have decorative cast iron plates  covering 
t&e jambs and rear w a l l  of the firebox. They are decorsted with the  --we 
class ica l  urn motif and a r e  very similax t o  those manufactured by Hark 
Richards, ca. 1811, of Philadelphia. 

Mrst f l o o r  window and door jambs i n  the 23" stone walls are panelled 
throughout the  house, and door locks were imported from Willenhall, Eng- 
land. 



8. Sianif icance 

Peiiad 
- prehistoric - 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 - 1600-1699 
X 1700-1799 
X 1860-1 899 
-1900- , 

Areas of Signitltm~a-Chock and justify bokw 
- archeology-prehistork - community planning - land.crpa m W a c h m  reilglon 
- archeologyhlstoric - conservation - law - science 
X agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
X architecture - education - military - 8oclaU 
- art - engineering - muak hum8nit.ri.n 
- commerce X explomtionlrettlement - philosophy t h o a t o r  
- communications L industry -@wSW-m- --UpmWal 

- tnvention --(sprtlty) 

'?h;lral H i l l " ,  b u i l t  ca. 1810 and 1820, is h i s to r i ca l ly  s2gnificant 
f o r  its associations with the Tabb family and f o r  being an excellent ex- 
ample of period workmanship and design. 

About 1770, four sons of W i l l i a m  Tabb moved from ~ l o u c e s &  County, 
Virginia, t o  Berkeley County. They were Robert, William, Gearge, and Bd- 
w a r d .  A l l  but Edward served i n  the Revolutionary W a r .  By lm, E$hard 
had acquired 490 acres  and subsequently b u i l t  "Rural H i l l " .  =ward had 
no children but ra i sed  here h i s  nephews John, W i l l - ,  and =ward Tabb. 
By 1819, John Tabb ( s t i l l  another nephew) owned a l l  the  shares of h i s  
uncle 's  "Rural H i l l "  e s t a t e  and ultimately amassed 1123 acres. He w a s  
a w e l l  known agr i cu l tu r i s t  and a l s o  owned several mills, including the 
Patterson M i l l  near Martinsburg. A t  h i s  death i n  1847, a complete in- 
ventory was made of the house, room by room, and fa rm.  Included w e r e  
twenty-one slaves,  some of which were sold at  t h i s  time, and over $iO,Q00 
worth  of f lou r  sold i n  Baltimore in jus t  s i x  months. In 182, *'I€uml 
H i l l "  was sold out of the  Tabb family. It has been owned the D i l l o n  
family s ince 19%. 

"Rural H i l l "  is a l s o  s igni f icant  as an example of period architec- 
ture.  The craftsmanship throughout the  house is excellent. The nmatels 
and other trim in the  Federal section i n  par t icu lar  are of w e l l  devel- 
oped c lass ica l ,  Adams designs. These designs are carr ied into other 
rooms resu l t ing  i n  a uniformity but a r e  not continuously repeated so 
that the design charac ter i s t ics  remain interesting. The door locks 
w e r e  traced by the National Park Service in Harpers Ferry t o  Ufllenhall, 
England. 

The later sect ion was perhaps added as a dormitory. The rear win- 
dows became clothes presses w i t h  panelled doors, very nicely done. The 
stone construction is the same, s o  the sections blend together very w e l l .  



1 1 . Form Prepared By 

West Virginia 
city or town state 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth 
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Big Pool Quadrulgle 

Area 1 acre 
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~'EQl5=-GEOLOSICAL SURVEY.  RESTON. VIRGINIA-I977 

2 a23 333 FEET (W. VA.) J 
78'00' 

,; ' ' .. - - ! V ~ L L E  3 'J r J A o T : , ' u  j E  J R G  4 '/' % 
ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

7 - 

t.l.?a./y-d~ty Light-duty ... .......... .. fl.3 4!GG 

S,# & : - Unimproved dirt =,,=====, 
4. *3 

-u.2v4uty ... -- i 

-: State Route 
w' 

BIG POOL, W. VA.-MD. 
SE / 4 HANCOCK 15' auADRANGLE 

F ' ; : . < r ,  ?- 
,UL, ~KG- 2-i  S- S P E M f ?  M004E N 3930-w 780017.5 

MINOR CORRECTIONS MADE 1976 
1958 

AMS 5363 11 SE-SERIES V854 






