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1. Name 
historic ' I h m d  Historic District 

and/or common Sam 

2. Location 
" , . I-. 

street & number -- - not for publication 

city, town Thurmxld . .. . . - vicinity of 

,tat, West Virginia code 54 county Fayet* code 019 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district - public - occupied - agr+ulture X - museum 
- building($) A private unoccupied -X- commercial A park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object X in process R s t a t i ~  yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered L yes: unrestricted - industrial transportation 

4. Owner of Property 
name Wltiple amership 

street & number -- 
city, town Tlmimnd - vicinity of state West Virginia 25936 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Fayette h t y  &urt %use 

street & number - - 

city, town Fayet teville state West Virginia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
New River Gorge National River title has this property been determined eligible? - yes L n o  

date 1981 2L federal - state - county - local 

city, town O a k h i l l  state West Virginia 



7. Description . . - 
Condition Chock one Check one 
- excellent X deteriorated Z unaltered original site 
X - good & ruins 2L altered m o v e d  date 
X - fair - unexposed 

Describe tho present and original (if known) physical appearance 
'Ihe major factor affecting the physical appearance of Thunxmd, West Virginia is 

geography. The t a m  is located in the middle of the New River Gorge, a steep inacces-' 
sible valley cut through the mmtains by the New River. The narrow flood plain of 
the river was broad enough a t  Thunnxld--approAmtely 100-I50 meters--to accammdate 
a railroad a s s d l y  yard, but the town had to  be bui l t  into and upon the mmtain 
side. River elevation at Thmxmd is 1070 feet, and the ~muntainside upm which 
'Ih-d was bui l t  r ises to  over 1800 feet. 

A seccnd factor affecting the appearance of Th&d is the fact  that it developed 
as an industrial town. Its structures were bui l t  for practical comnercial or residen- 
tial use and la& d e l l i s h n m t s  or significant s ty l i s t ic  features. &st of the 
residential structures were bui l t  by the town proprietor, W. D. I h m d ,  and by coal 
baron, T. G. McKell, to  house the local railroad workers. As  a result,  residential 
buildings cone in a few s i q l e ,  often repeated. s tyl is t ic  forms. 

The physical plat of the town is very shplie, It l ies  on a &rtl%est/southeast 
axis along the New River just  where the river enters a major ''hairpin" turn back to  the 
east southeast. The olesapeake and Ohio Railroad yards occupy the flood plain and no 
s t reet  l i e s  between the railroad and comercia1 buildings facing the railroad. 7he 
single road now in Thurmxld enters across the railroad bridge, crosses the tracks at an 
angle proceeding a h s t  due north, quickly makes a hairpin turn up the hil lside tmard 
the east, then makes another hairpin turn back to  the northwest and parallels the rail- 
road the length of the t a m  a t  a height approdmately 150 feet  above the railroad level. 
A t  the west end of town, the road makes another hairpin turn back a h s t  due south 
down the muntain and ends a t  the railroad level before reaching the comnercial build- 
ings. (Cars do drive on the sidewalk at the c m r c i a l  buildings a t  tines .) Nearly 
all Ihurmnd structures are located along this single roadway. . 

There are only three or four housing types in ? h m d .  .The mst pervasive is a 
basic single story, f a  r&m house with a t ra f f ic  pattern that slnply d r c i e s  inside 
the house from one room to the next. Over time, additions have been made by owners, 
particularly the installation of kitchen and indoor bathroam faci l i t ies .  S a m  of the 
two story houses follow the sam basic pattern and simply add a second floor. Other 
story and a half houses have a side entrance with three r m  and hall dawnstairs and 
two rooms upstairs. Because of the terrain, houses were often bui l t  on stilts or piles 
out over the hillside, sone even intentionally a sp l i t  level with four rooms over tm. 
k s t  of these are gone. Over t b ,  the open spaces under the houses have been closed 
in and used for storage or additional room. h y  cwners have also added asphalt 
shingles over the rough siding. A rider of the houses are often called "jennylinds". 
Ihe tern refers mre to a tgpe of construction than to  a style. Such houses were bui l t  
of rough-sawn l h e r  used for board and batten exterior walls, for rough floors and for 
roan partitions inside. Oft= bui l t  on stilts and having no insulation, they were a 
minimal kind of housing bui l t  throughout the coal fields for mrker housing. (One ex- 
planatim given for the n a ~  is that the wind whistled through the houses somd+~g like 
a bird, hence the Swedish ni&tinggale name. ) Other houses were mre sturdy, particularly 
the two story houses with weatherboard siding and m r e  s ty l i s t ic  detail,  often built  
in i t ia l ly  f o r  railroad supervisory personnel. 
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I. Pivotal Structures. 
There are sixteen pivotal structures with extr-ly high historical integrity and 

of f i r s t  importance to the historic dis t r ic t .  
1. 'Ihe Charles Wells House. (circa. 1900) This pivotal house is one of several similar 
houses bui l t  by W. D. 'Ihunmnd along the hil lside in  the west end of the tm before his 
death in 1910. 'Ibis i s  the best example of the 1% story house and-it i s  virtually as 
built.  The house has weatherboard siding, a metal gable roof, center c h k e y  and a 
second chirmey serving the kitchen. It has 2 bay sides and a 2 bay front facade with 
sinple 2 light over 2 l ight sash windcws. The front facade contains a dmible window t o  
the l e f t  and an entrance door to  the right. A nicely detailed f rcmt  porch with hip roof 
extends across mst of the facade and is supported by 4 turnedwooden posts decorated 
with cutwork bracketing at the capitals and two half post against the facade. The floor 
plan is a p p r o h t e l y  26 x 30 feet, and a dining roam and kitchen in the back. A bath 
has been located under the stairs in the front hall.  M bedroam are on the second 
floor. Well cared for, the house is also significant as the home of Charles and Dorothy 
Wells, long- tire T h m d  residents. Mr. Wells c a ~  to  Thurm~nd in the early 20's, 
played with a local dance band in the Dm Glen Hotel, and has been a stalwart h e r  
and defender of ?h-d for many years. 

2. Tne Billy McGuffin House. (circa. 1900) This second pivotal house is the best 
exaqle  of the 2 story houses in the eastern end of the town and it also retains virtual- 
l y  a l l  of i t s  historical integrity. The house has 2 bays on each facade, a gable roof, 
2 over 2 windows with green shutters contrasting with white weatherboard. A d l  en- 
trance porch with shed roof on the northwest corner enters the kitchen. A corner 
veranda m s  around the southwest corner of the structure. The entrance door is at an 
angle to  the two side w a l l s .  A chimey cetiters each roof facade and vents functioning 
fireplaces located in the partition walls. The 32 x 32 foot floor plan features four 
rooms down stairs and four and a bath upstairs. The house was bui l t  w i t h  an_ indoof bath 
which s t i l l  contains the origindl fixtures. 'Ex house was originally built  f a a  a 
Mr. Cary, a railroad official ,  then a mrchant, Leslie 'Ihcmpson lived in the house a d  
kept boarders. Next, Henry Carte, a blacksmith with a shop out over the h i l l  on the 
road leading down to  the station, lived in the house. Rio families, the Keightly and 
Cole families, then shared the house, followed by a Mr. Pbrris who was the foreman of 
a C & 0 wreck crew. Billy -fin, the present owner, is a long t h  resident, having 
gram up in the town, and he has a number of photographs including a very important 
panorama view of the tcwn in 1920 taken by the f m u s  local photographer, Red Ribble. 

3. Jokn Dragon Hause. (circa. 1900) This is another of several larger 2 s t o q  houses 
buil t  for  railroad lren on the h i l l  in the eastern secticm of turn on land of T. G. P k J h l l ,  
not T b m m d  land. ?he house is q r o h t e l y  30 x 30 feet, 2 story with basernent and 
a t t i c  areas. B u i l t  originally as a duplex of fr- construction, it is n w  covered with 
green asbestos shingles. This 5 foot foundation is coursed rubble or f ield stone. 'Ihe 
gable roof is  coveredwith tarpaper as is the gable roof covering a small m e  story 
addition to the rear of the house. A full length porch with shed roof and plain moden 
posts extends acrass the f u l l  front of the building. (?he house is positioned to face 
the side yard w i t h  the road toward its l e f t  and the rmmtain on the right.) The basic 
facade pattern of 2 bays cm each side is broken on the f r c m t  porch by two doors, one a t  
each end, as well as two winduws. ?he window t r e a m t  is 6 over 6 sash windows. The 
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house is in good scmdition, and is the residence of the owner of Wildwater U d h i t e d ,  the 
well-known white water rafting h i t  located across the river on the s i t e  of the old 
Dun Glen Hotel. 

4. John Dragon Staff House. (circa. 1900) ?his is another of the 2 story houses, approx- 
imately 30 x 32 feet ,  in the east end located beside and also owned by John Dragon, but 
used by the s taff  at the white water business. Construction is very similar to  the 
Billy VrGuffin House. It has gold-painted weatherboard siding and 2 bay facades. W i n d m  
t r e a m t  is 2 over 2 sash windows. The porch is a curved veranda surrounding the south- 
east comer of the building, and the front entrance is located a t  an angle in the corner 
of the building. A small porch with shed roof is on the rear east facade. 

5. Jack Kelly House. (circa. 1900) Another 2 story house built for the railroad workers. 
It is located beside and is the mirror image of the John Dragon Staff House-having its 
porch surrounding the southwest comer of the building and its entrance doorway also at ., 
an angle in the .-st corner. The facades are 2 bay windows are 2 over 2, but the ,. 

weatherboard siding has been covered with gray asphalt shingles resembling shakes. The 
floor plan is 30 x 32, four room with an added bath between the living room and a f i r s t  
floor bedroom on the front of the house and a dining roam and kitchen. The owner was a 
C & 0 Railroad engineer for many years, and he has a c d a t e d  msh m r e  about ~ ~ d .  
A nmber of shed dependencies are on the Kelly property both across the road and garages 
on the l o t  beside him. 

6. John Bullock House. (circa. 1925) This is one of several "jermylind" houses once 
bui l t  along the hil lside toward the mLddle of 'I2nnmxld about 1925. &st are i n  poor con- 
dition, but this one is being rehabilitated, but altered s- by a deck. Tbe house is a 
very s i q l e  one story, four mom worker house built  with board and batten construction. 
The house was bui l t  on s t i l t s ,  once frarred in, and n m  mcovered again by the present 
owner. The sides are 2 bay facades and the front 3 bays with a center doorway. Windows 
are s i q l e  2 over 2 sash windows. 'Ihe house has srnall additions to  the l e f t  side and 
rear, and resently a full deck around two sides and new shed roofs over the doorways 
have been added. The floor plan is the basic four rooms, 26 x 24 feet, with circular 
traffic pattern typical of many houses in town. ?he house i s  currently undergoing ren- 
ovation by the m e r ,  a young man interested in ahurmxld history who also m s  a boarding 
'~ouse (Fatty Lipcab ' s)  for white water rafters. 

7. "Fatty Lipcomb ' st' - John Bullock/Roger Armandtrout House. (circa. 1900) 'Ibis im 
portant house fronting the railroad tracks and tucked into the foot of the muntain is 
now the western nos t house m the flood plain. (W houses to  the west, including the 
original site of the first telephcne exchange in the region have burned in recent years.) 
Ihe house retains msh charm in spite of having been mdified to the needs of a boarding 
house over the years. The house is large--50 x 25 feet--2 story, white weatherboard with 
green trim. It has a full walk-in b a s m t  of coursed cut stone and a green tarpaper 
roof. The front facade features a center bay w i n d m  on the first floor and a two story 
veranda on the l e f t  and ammd the corner t o  the st&. Posts on the first story veranda. 
are tmned, but the second story posts are square. The two story part of the house is a 
T turned on its side w i t h  the base extendFng t o  the l e f t .  -Additional mon. to the right 
side turn the first flmr into the basic four mom square with the base of the T serving 
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as an additional f i f th  room. An additional porch is tucked into the back comer of the 
T, and another closed in porch is attached to the f i r s t  floor right facade. The la t te r  
two have provided access to  the paved road which c lbbs  the hill behind the house, but 
a bridge walkway is now gone from the smll porch in the rear. W i n d m  treatmnt is 1 
over 1 sash windows. The house has long served as a boarding house. For a nuher  of 
years, the Littlepage f&ly lived m the f i r s t  floor and rented the second. Today it 
serves as a guest house for white water rafters and i s  m e d  by John Bullock and Roger 
Armandtrout . 
8. Jams Hqhrey  Jr . House. (circa. 1920) This 2 story house, 22 foot front x 30 feet ,  
is the mst prominent one located fully on the flood plain facing the railroad. The house 
is  a £ r e  house w i t h  front end gable roof and front porch with gable roof nicely p d -  
leling the angle of the roof. The porch with a double window and entrance door to the 
le f t ,  and the second story front facade has a triple window. The side facades have 2 bays 
and al l  windows are one over one sash winha .  The original white weatherboard has been 
covered with red brick asphalt shingle, and a single porch-storage rom with shed roof 
has been added to  the rear. Red and white aluminum awnings cover m s t  windows and the 
porch. ?he house i s  said to  have been the train master's house. It is currently owned 
by J e s  Hqhrey ,  Jr., newly elected mayor of the town. 

9. Thmmnd &on Church. (1927) A 2 story, rectangular wood £ r a m  building with weather- 
board siding painted white. It has a coursed rubble foundation and a gable roof. The end 
facades are 2 bays and the side facades have 3 bays. There is an additional bay in the 
form of the entrance door covered with a small shed roof in the eastern corner of the north 
facade. The windows are 1 over 1 sash with clear glass, except that the second story gable 
end windows have a mdified zable arch. A -11 bell  tower s i t s  a t w  the eastern end of 'Jlc 
building, but is aLrost invigible given the approach from the west ahd surrou11ding vege- 
tation. The f i r s t  floor is used for Sunday School r m  and the second floor i s  the 
sanctuary. The building has been used by ~ a ~ t i s t ,  Pkthodist, and Presbyterian congregations 
Tbe building sits on the foundation of a previous building which has a standing be l l  tmer  
entrance. The f i r s t  building was built  -around the turn of the century and was supported by 
the McKell  - interest. Present owner is  J o b  Dragon, the white water owner. Not n m  used fo r  
regular services. 

10. The Mankin-Cox Building. (1904) This is a 3 story, brick building built  by Dr .  3 .  W. 
M h k i n  who had offices on the second floor, and whose wife, a phxmcist ,  operated a drug 
store on the right side of the f i r s t  floor. The New River Banking and Trust Company mved 
from the Dun Glen hotel in 1911 and occupied the other half of the f i r s t  floor for many 
years. Dr .  Young, the town dentist, had offices m the second floor, also. The building 
is red brick with a four bay, 45 foot front. Windows are 1 over 1 sash with cut stone 
sills and decorative brick segmented arches. The iron store fronts have recessed center 
exterior entrances; entrance to  upper floors in from the side. The Cox Building Company 
took over the building in the 19201s, and the building currently is awned by Erskin Pugh. 
It has no business use presently (a pizza place was not successful recently) , but s m  use 
i s  made of the upper floors. 

- 
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11. kodwin-Zincaid Building. (1901) m e  oldest and longest--75 foot front--of the 
m r c i a l  buildings, this building has been in a state of ruin for s m  years. However, 
the l e f t  one third recently has been rehabilitated for use by- the adjoining restaurant. 
Ihe f i r s t  floor housed a restaurant and two stores, while apartrrents occupied the upper 
t w o  floors. ?he front facade is cut s tme with nine bays and cut stone w i n d m  sills. 
Ihe original winhs are gone. Cut stone corbels define the parapet. The stone front 
is framd with a cast iron colurm and beam system. A tulip m t i f  decorates the colunm 
capitals. The l e f t  portion has been rehabilitated with 3 sash 1 over 1 over 1 windows 
and a new store front with framed awning. The right two-thirds of the building has only 
the front facade; the roof and flooring have a l l  caved in. A Greek restaurant and two 
clothing stores once occupied the building. Mr .  Kincaid who once mined the building 
was also manager of the store a t  Fire Creek. Dr. C. F. Ridge had an office on the second 
floor (entrance £ran the rear), and the telephone exchange early mved to the second story 
of the building. It played a praminent role in the center of I h m d ' s  c m r c i a l  dis- 
t r i c t  and loss of this structure would devastate the comrercial area. The building is 
now owned by Erskin Pugh. 

12. National Bank of Thumrmd. (1906) A four story brick building with bwking 
fac i l i t ies  m the f i r s t  floor and apartments above. Ihe building has a six bay, 58 foot 
k t .  The main banking area occupied 213's of the main floor. The original cast iron 
beam store front of the bank was remodeled into a limstone classical revival front facade. 
It now features a pe&mnted entrance, a dentiled cornice and frieze supported by two f u l l  
and two quarter tuscan colurms. ?he rest  of the front facade is plain brick with one over 
one sash windm and cut stone sills. A brick frieze and cornice decorate the parapet. 
lkch of the interior decor of the banking lobby remains: the marble floor, wainscoat and 
check writing table. They have been incorporated into the Banker's Club restaurant. The 
restaurant kitchen occupies the right third of the main floor, an area that once housed a 
clothirig store and la te r  a pool hall and barber shop. RDQns for white water guests conpris - 
the upper three floors today. (The adjacent portion of the Goodwin-Kincaid Building has 
been rehabilitated for use as a private dining area by the Banker's Club, thus revivlng 
that portion of the building's original use as a restaurant.) The building is significant 
not only as a landmark in the t am,  but also because it was bui l t  by W. D. Thummd, who 
was head of the bank. The building and Baker' s Club i s  currently owned by Erskin Pugh. 

13. 'lhurm~nd Station. (1888) Thurnrmd Station is a landmark structure. It is the 
original structure, and is essentially mchanged af te r  95 years of extensive use. Zhis 
is a two story fame structure w i t h  board and batten siding and a horizontal band a t  the 
second s t o q  level. A bracketed shed roof partially shelters the station platform (once 
much longer than it n w  i s ) .  A signal tower with gable perpendicular to  the main gable 
s la te  roof projects four feet t o  the trackside of the main w a l l .  The tower has s ix  win-. 
Qws on the front facade, one on each side, and is decorated with wood shingles below the 
windma. The second story of the front facade also has I5 windows to  the l e f t  of the 
signal tower, and three t o  the right. A covered balcony walkway on the rear gives access 
to  second story offices. Much of the interior is s t i l l  in place including the mmd, tmgw 
and groove ticket windcws and sune waiting room benches. The station i s  136' 6" long and 
16' wide. A t  one dme, a freigJmz shed (205 x 32) extended our over the river bank behind 
the station, and an engine turn-around once set  between the rear station and the railroad 
bridge. me ground floor had the following uses (west to  east) : baggage, railroad express, 
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lunch and news counter, waiting room, ticket agent, waiting roan and toi le ts .  The second 
floor (west to  east) : yard master, conductors ' bullpen, train operator in signal tower, 
track supervisor, supply rwm car distributor, bath, chief clerk, train rmster, coal 
buyers' offices. Today, the station is still in use by a single operator, but Pnnerak no 
lcnger makes regular stops at the station. The National Parks Senrice plans to  purchase 
the station and jointly use it with the railroad as a visi tor center for its interpre- 
tation of '&-d as part of the New River Gorge National River. 

14. lkmrmd Railroad Bridge. (circa. 1910) The railroad bridge at  lhmxmd is a most 
significat structure. Building the bridge ini t ia l ly  in 1888-1889 caused the town to 
be fomded, and the bridge remains the only way in and out of town. The original truss 
bridge with supporting d e r s  that appear lighter and d l e r  than the present bridge 
washed away about 1908. A new bridge was built  around 1910 (perhaps as l a t e  as 1915 for 
coal was sent around by way of Sewell for a while). The new bridge is both a truss and 
a deck bridge. The truss section spws the main channel of the river, but the longest 
part  of the approximately 840 foot span is a sinple deck bridge on cuncrete piers. On 
the eastern or up-river side i s  a one lwe-10 feet--autonobile road that gives access ts 
the town. m e  road was originally built  as a walkway fmm the station across the river 
to the k n  Glen Hotel, and had t o  be strengthenedwhen autmbi les  cam into use. The 
bridge crosses the river a t  an angle, necessitating that the west end post extend further 
north than the east me,  and that the top lateral  braces and the portal braces be diagonal 
Piers for the original bridge were quarried just across the river up ArbuckIe Creek a 
quarter mile. k of these piers are s t i l l  in use, but the other seven piers are concrets 
Zhe roahay is currently undergoing repair, and residents mst drive on the railroad por- 
tion of the bridge on which plwks have been laid to make a mad a t  track level. This 
railroad portion of the bridge is 20 feet from outside to outside of each of the 30 inch 
main portal beams. 

l.5. The Engine House. (Repair House) . (circa. 1900) Zbe railroad yards of Tlnmmd 
featured a major repair shop often called the round house or  the engine house. It is 
a lmg  , single story moden structure approximately 250 x 70 feet. It has a low-pitched 
gable roof sumnmted d t ~ r n  the center by a long cupola full of ventilation lowers. The 
cupola is separated i n  the middle. Each gable end has two large doors through-&& trm 
tracks run into and out of the repair shop. Ihe facade is dark brown board and batten 
construction, and the north facade has 25 large double sash windows with 12 lights over 
12 lights. Both inside and outside, the tracks run o w  concrete p i t s  fran which repairs 
can be made. In its mst active periods, 50-70 m--machinists, boiler makers, steam- 
f i t t e r s ,  etc.--worked here daily checking 600 cars ccxuing Qwn out of the coal fields be- 
fore shipping t?~em across country. Today, a single mchinist is on duty chedcing about 
500 cars a mth. Portions of the south facade over laoking the river bank are open t o  
weather where small shed atta-ts have been remved, and the roof is in bad shape. 
The building is a pivotal part of the yard complex, w d  there is hope the National Park 
Service and the Chessie System can work out sme arrangement to  save it. 
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16. wildwater Udimited/Site of the Dun Glen Hotel (1901-1930) 'Ihe fabulous Dm Glen 
Hotel is the center of nore s tones  and lore about Tkummd than any other structure in 
tom. The hotel was built  by lhomas G. mil in 1901, and it bumed July 22, 1930. 
There remains one section of the ground floor. ?he southwest comer of the hotel now forms 
the country store and office area of a d t e  water rafting outfit.  ?he section is m e  
story brick with a cut stone foundatim. The building houses the original vault for the 
hotel (the New River Banking and Trust  Company founded by P!rKell began i n  the hotel) and 
a safe which w i l l  not fit through the doors and may be original. Outside in thq.parking 
l o t  one CHI find sam of the original floor. A portion of the east w a l l  has been in- 
corporated into a new building that serves as a staff  building for the white water bushes 
Also notable is the m u e t e  cistern that served the hotel. Archaeology is possible on 
the s i t e ;  the present m e r  has uncovered many i tens  in what was apparently a @ s i t e  
for  the hotel. A d o m r  on the west end of the country store i s  the place where it is 
believed the viaduct or  boardwalk fmm the railroad bridge crossed Dunloup Creek and 
entered the hotel on the second story level. Also standing are portions of the stone 
piers on Dunloup Creek that supported the viaduct. Interestingly, a central building of 
the present corplex, a gas station, was built  fKm bricks of the old La Fayette hotel 
across the river that burned in 1963. (One gets the impressim from talking to  residents 
that a good deal of arson has occurred in Thunmnd's history!) 

The An Glen was a four and one half story resort hotel with 100 rooms. The gray-white 
. wood framed building had brick on the ground floor a d  wood above. It was surrounded on 

three sides by a broad veranda on the second story level that connected by the viaduct to  
the railroad bridge taking guests across the river to  the station. The building was ap- 
p r o b t e l y  310 x 118 feet. The gable roof was s la te  and was pierced by three perpen- 
dicular gable wlngs extending the fmnt  facade tward the river. The middle gable w i n g  
was further extended by. a gable addition m the third floor level, and by an additional 
gable portico cavering a double stairway leading frcm the g r m d  t o  the veranda. Four 
gable d o m r s  pierced the roof on the river side, and two additional ones were located m 
the outside of each of the end wings. The E m  Glen was noted for  its entertainmnt: 
from drinking and garbling in  the early years of the century to  the big banks of the , 
1920's. It was a favorite resort for vacationers from the east and from Cincinnati and 
the west, and it was the frequent stop for businesrmen, coal buyers and s a l e m  who 
cam t o  town. Its few remains are well-preserved by Wildwater Unlimited, JoJm Dragon, 
m e r ,  but mch of the integrity of the s i t e  was lost  long ago. 

Contributory Buildings. Listed beginning west of the c m m r c i d  dis t r ic t ,  up the 
muntain side i n  the west end of town, across the hillside to the east end of town and 
back dawn the h i l l  to the comnercial dis t r ic t .  

17. Tom Kelly House. (circa. 1920) A heavily mdified house important a s  once being ' the s i t e  of the b o s e  Lodge, the mvie theatre and Thurmmd Gospel Church before being 
converted into a residence by 0. A. Starks  about 1960. 

18. Sid ChilderslMargie Richmnd House. (circa. 1900, 1940) 'Ihis stone and brick 
building was once the power building for  the curmnmity. The original 3 story stone build- 
ing bumed and the top two floors were remved and a new brick second floor was added 
about 1940. Currently the building is jointly owned, Sid Childers owning the eastern hai: 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Senrice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

and Margie R i m d  the west- half. Each lives upstairs, but f i r s t  floor apartrzlents 
below are not being rented presently. 

19. Margaret Dalton House. (circa. 1920' s)  Pbdified one story four room. 

20. Vivian Kelly House. (circa. 1920' s) Pbdified one story four room. 

21. Drema Robertson Hause. (circa. 1920's) Pbdified one story four rooms. Essentially 
the same house as the Dalton and Vivian Kelly Houses. 

22. Iiarilyn B r m  House. (rented, John Bullock Owner) (circa. 1900) A one story four 
room. Perhaps the smallest in  tam. 

23. Wedzel Y o m g  House. (circa. 1900) A 1% story with porch an pattern of the Wells 
House. 

24. Harold Smith House. (circa. 1900) A basic four room out over the hillside,  'closed 
in belw. 

25. Estel Smith House. (circa. 1900) A basic four roam out over the hi l l .  

26. HolTler Nicely/Clharles Ashley h e .  (1930) A one story, s ix  room house buil t  for 
bank cashier Joe Stone, brotherin-law of George Bullock, chief stockholder of the bank, 
shortly before the bank failed. Newest house in  ?hurmmd. Pbst e x t r a  western house 
in town. 

27. May Bagoski House. A 1% story w i t h  porch. Deteriorated from being vadprt. for a 
n d e r  of years before present owner acquired s m  h t h s  ago. (circa. 1900) 

28. ?he V i a  House. (circa. 1900) A 1% story with porch. Abandoned and being dismantled. 

29. Sidney Ward House. (circa. 1900) A 1% story with porch. 

30. J. D. Sears House--rental. (circa. 1925) A one story, four. roam jennylind in poor 
condition. 

31. Bessie Sears House. (circa 1925) A one story, four roan j ennylind in poor condition. 

Contributibg Hauses (the following ar& in the McKel l  portion--eastern part--of town). 

32. James Ekrmphrey Sr. House. @re 1920) A basic 1 story, four roam w i t h  twr, added on 
back and basemmt enclosed. 

33. E r n e s t  Garrett Hause. (pre 1920) A basic 1 story, four room with basement enclosed 
and a small addition. 

34.-Philip McCIung House-- Place, rental. (post 1920) Basic 1 story four room out 
over the h i l l .  
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35. Philip &Clung House-rental. (post 1920) Basic 1 story, four room out aver the hill. 

36. Friday Meah-Phi l ip  McClung House. (post 1920) Heavily mdified House once an '2'' 
shape. One story frame. Eastern mst house i n  tam. 

37. Erskin Pugh House. (circa. 1900) A large 2 story '2" near the business dis t r ic t .  
Fair condition. 

38. Erskin Pugh Hause-rmtal. (pre 1920) A single room house behind the comnercial 
e s t a b l i s h t s  , .m the hillside. 

39. LaFayette Hotel Site. (1901-1963) A % story brick hotel in a "II" shape with 
approxhately a 130 foot front stood on this si te .  The building had a hip roof w i t h  a 
center f m t  gable. A second story porch extended to the railroad tracks, The street 
level had several shops and comercia1 establishments and the second floor served as 
the lobby. The building burned in 1963. The s i t e  has potential for archaeology into 
the town's past. 

40. Arm3ur and Campany Wholesale Wt Plant. (circa. 1905) Site of a two story, five 
bay front building on 120 foot lo t .  'Ihe main floor was the roeat processing and refrig- 
eration area, and apartmmts for  employees occupLed the second floor. A railroad siding 
once came into a large loading platform. The building was abandoned by Armxrr in 1932 
and the building was converted t o  ap-ts throughout. The building burned a t  the 
time of the LaFayette Hotel fire next door (1963). Only a concrete slab remains. 

41. 'fhu=lrrmd Water Works. A concrete block structure, one story, housing the c i q '  s 
water pump a c h  is the original one installed when the LaFayette Hotel was buil t ,  1901. 
Present block structure is of later constructim. 

42. Coal Dock. (1922) This large concrete structure i s  a major feature of the railroad 
yard landscape. It is appr-tely 30 x 33 feet, and stands about 70 feet tall. A 
track runs through the middle fran which c o d  was loaded into the tower to  be dispensed 
to  engine tenders through chutes (no longer a the structure) on either sick. Abandoned 
by the C & 0 in 1960, it is s t i l l  solid and a major feature of the yard. 

43. 93m Water Towers. These two water towers are approldmately 60 ' feet tall .  The first 
one located to the west was bui l t  before 1900. It is a 100,000 gallon tank standing on 
four s tee l  girders munted m 4 foot concrete blocks. The second tower standing just  east 
of the f i r s t ,  was built before 1950 and is a 54 foot cylinder standing on a 40 inch m c r e t  
base. The newer ta~er is still in use and in good conditim. The f i r s t  tawer has an 
octagonal wood roof that is in bad shape, and the Chessie System retired the tank in 1960, 
but it stil l  is basically s t u r d y .  

44. Sand House and Sand Tower. Approdmately 12 x 25 feet, the sand house is located near 
the concrete coal dock and was used as a storage bin for sand used for engine traction. 
The structure has lost  mst of its wooden roof and was abandoned in 1964 for a new sand 
tower and drier located a t  the northeast corner of the engine house. The sand tower 
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stands qproldmately 30 feet  tall and is fed withsand by a conveyor from a drier that 
evqorates water from the sand allawing it to dmp on to  the conveyor. A small 12 foot 
building houses the heating equipment. 

45. Post Office/Conmissary. Located beside the water towers is the US Post Office which 
since 1963 and the f i r e  at the LaFayette Hotel has occupied a s teel  building once used 
as a ccutnissary by the C & 0. The 56 x 16 building is a m e  story, gable roafed build- 
ing w i t h  five bays--a door on the l e f t ,  a window, then the center entrance door and two 
m r e  windows. 

Intrusions. 

46. The Huqhrey House. A one story vinyl-covered four roomhouse over a full bas-t, 
of recent construction, located between the road to the railroad bridge and Dunloup Creek 

47. Xhe River Rat.  A one story masonry building serving as a local watering place. Of 
recent construction and located beside the Hqhrey  House on the road t o  the railroad 
bridge. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Slgnificurce-Check and justify below - prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- 1400-1499 archeology-historic - conservation - law - science - 1500-1599 - agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 2.L architecture - education - military - social/ - 170Ck1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 
X 1800-1899 X commerce - explorationlsettlernent - philosophy - theater 
X - 1900- - communications - industry - politics/government X transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

~pmcitic dates 1884-1950 Builder- W.D. llxxrmmd, tam proprietor 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Thumrmd, West Virginia is historically s i a f i c a n t  for its extraordinary c m r c i a l  . - 
vitality in the early G t i e t h  century in spi te  of extrerre inacessibility. For thirty-fiw 
years, I h m n d ,  located in & heart of the New Xver Gorge, was inaccessible except by 
railroad. Y e t ,  as the chief railroad center on the Chesapeake and Ohio Failroad serving 
portions of the fabled coal fields of Southern bkst Virginia, Thurmmd produced mre tamage 
and revenue than Cincinnati and Richmmd d i n e d .  Ihe town had not a single street ,  yet 
boasted two banks, two hotels and a thriving corm~rcial block. Architecturally, the t a m  i s  
significant for  its railroad architecture and for its vernacular worker housing and simple 
corm~rcial buildings, not because they have great style or beauty, but for what they say -. 
about the thriving l i f e  in the West V i r g i n i a  coal fields for som sixty years. Archaeology 
i s  possible at the hotel si tes.  

lmnmnd is named for  William Dabney llmrmnd (1820-1910) who mved to  the area in 184- 
and ~ e r v e d  during the civil War as the leader of a band of Partisan Rangers supporting the 
Confederate cause. Tn tim, f o l l  7 the war, he becam an active busineynm, banker and 
proprietor of Thurn~nd. He acquired e 73 acre s i t e  as p a p m t  of survey~ng a larger tract 
in 1873, the sam year the C 6 0 Railroad opened its main line fram the Atlantic Ocean to 
the Ohio River. yet, only a single house w& bui l t  an the land (1884) unt i l  the C & 0 
bridged the New River in 1888-1889 just a couple hundred yards east of his  property to  =a& 
coal mines on the south side of the river. A railroad station was also bui l t  in 1888 a t  the 
bridge location, and soon auamxld's land becam an assed9.y yard for the railroad. The 
completion of the Ihnbup Creek railroad branch to  Glsn Jean (instigated by 'Ihm G. M e 1  
opened m r e  mines and s t indated ?hurmnd1s growth. A hotel was bui l t  in 1891, but burned 
ir, 1899. In the f i r s t  decade of the twentieth century another 35 room hotel ( f i r s t  called 
the Thunrrxld, then the La Fayette) was buil t  (1901), then the Goodman-Kincaid building w i t h  
txo stores and two floors of aparmmts (1901), the Mankin-Cox building also with two stores 
and two floors of aparmmts (1904) and the National Bank of Thmnmd w i t h  three floors of 
apartrents (1906) and an Anmur and Co. wholesale neat plant w i t h  a p m t s  on the second 
floor (1906) . W. D. Dmnmnd also built  about 30 houses, both one and two story houses, 
for rent t o  workers. He had a policy never to  se l l ,  and by his death, only three lots had 
been sold t o  c m r c i a l  interests like h u r .  

n,Kt\\ 
A second source of 'Ihurmx~d's history rests in the personage of 'Ihomas Gaylordh(l845- 

1904) . His father-in-law had speculated in West Virginia land, and a t  his death, McKell 
and his wife Jean Dun McKell, took their share of the estate i n  West Virginia land and mved 
fmm Chilicothe, CRio in 1887. Wll came to  own 25.000 acres including the land just east 
of T h m m d  around the station and railroad bridge and across the r iver a d  up DmTng Creek. 
1% la id  out the W o u p  Creek railroad branch, opened new nrines, built the tuwn of Glen Jean 
on the plateau five miles away, and crowned his work with the fabulous one hundred roam Dun 
Glen resort hotel buil t  across the river in 1901. 
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W. D. Thurmnd was a straight-laced southern gentletran; T. G. -11 was a sharp 
operator and a b i t  of a bon vivant. (h Thurmnd' s land, there was no liquor, not even 
a t  the La Fayette Hotel. On M c K e l l  land, liquor was w e l m d ,  and the Drrn Glen becare a 
farmus resort with drinking, ganhling and nmerous stories of sex and violence. The 
"good" people lived in Thmmnd, but on McKell ls  land jus t  to  the east and across the riw-. 
there were not only worker houses, but a rm of Black shanties an the hill above the stati: 
a saloon near the station, and on the southside near the Dm Glen developed an area callet  
"Ballyhack" or  "Bahalac" that be- fmus for its saloons, gadling, and prostitution 
in the early days of ~e twentieth century. 

By 1910, ?hurnrmd produced $4.8 million of freight revenue for  the C & 0, almost 
20 percent of its revenue, ten times m r e  than R i h n d  and R a s  m r e  than Cincinnati. 
S- 150 railroad rn worked out of 'kurmnd in its heyday. There were three shi f t s  a t  -;;I 
engine house or  repair shop, each sMft  with 20-25 men. @ward of 18 train crews operatee 
out of Tnunr~nd, plus m y  supervisory personnel. The population of Thummd is hard to 
guage because the incorporated part of tom (1903) excluded the McKell land. Thurm~nd 
proper probably never had nore than 300-400 people, but including McKell land and the 
Southside, populatiun may have doubled that a t  t h s  . 'Ihurmxld claimed t o  have been the 
largest banking center -11 opened a bank in the Dun Glen in 1904) and the greatest 
shipping center for i ts size in the world. The town was featured in the Ripley "Believe- 
It-&-Notv newspaper feature. In 1921, a roadway came dam Dun - Creek, but even to* 
auto t r a f f i c  enters Th-d only by single lane deck cn the railroad bridge and can tral-r 
but a single land road up the h i l l  in the east end of tam, across the face of the muntak 
and down the hill in the west end. There is still  no through street  on the level. The 
railroad i s  still the "mainstreet" of Thuramd. 

? h m d ' s  decline came in the 1930' s . The Dun Glen burned in 1930. Thamnd 
National Bank closed in 1931 and the New River Bank (the IkKell bank) rmved to  Oak H i l l  P. 
1935. h u r  m n d  t o  Beckley in 1932, and the telephone exbnge wtrieh was the first ir, 
the area in 1902, also mved to Beckley in 1938. S t i l l ,  the turn thrived as a railroad 
center unt i l  the 1950's when the railroads replaced steam engFnes with diesel engines and 
many jobs were lost .  Today, the depot has only one operator wfia coordinates crew activiq~- 
in the area, and one workman in the engine house. The papulatim is now about 100 counth: 
both parts of town. White water rafting is now the major industry in tam. 

There is mch legend and lore about ~urmxld .  There was Harrison Ash, the Kentucky 
laman a t  the turn of the century with seven notches in his gun; Leo Shaeffer, the . 

Austrian Businessman who ran the McKell tawn of Glen Jean frcm an office in the Dun aen;  
h y  Mitchell, the Bla- who called the trains and sold fried pies at  T h . d  statim 
the blasting of rock for the Arbuckle Creek railroad spur (across the river from Iknumxrd. 
west of the Dun Loup) that created a profile fo President WilliamMcXinley in sandstone, 
much t o  the astonisbznt of the mrkers who la ter  learned McKinley had been shot that day. 
Charles Wells, a 'Ihurmxld resident for sixty years, plays dam the violent past (only twc 
~lnnders in his sixty years) and q h a s i z e s  the good features. He recalls the 1000 h e r  
Royal Arch Masonic Lodge, themany dances and social occasions a t  the t m  hotels (he playe; 
piano for  a local bmd), the nMemus services available to  residents in the town's heyday 
(fresh seafwd frcm Qlesapeake Bay within 24 hours), the big bands a t  the Dm Glen (like 
Paul Whit-) , the hardworking railroad rn who lived in the town. It was dirty and soor- 
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but t o  Charles and Dorothy Wells, it was a good life. (Ran interview by R. E. Harper, 
August 28, 1980) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property - ? l a m e s  
Quadrangle name wd, w 
UMT References 

A l l , 7 1  -1 1412]0111816101 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 
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Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justitication 
Beginning at the  point where the west side of the C & 0 Railroad Bridge carrying WV Route 
2512 (alternate) across the New River touches the north bank of the river proceeding mrth- 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 
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- - 

code county 
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Chesapeake and Ohio. Railway Campany, "Right of Way and Track Map'' V-11/48, October 17, 1 9 ~  
Richmnd, Virginia 
Photogr-ghy of T h d ,  1920, by Red Ribble, in the possession of Billy MCGuffin. 
Photograph of eastern Thummd, cixca. 1905--the National Bank of Th-d is not the Phoc 
--pravided Paul Marshall by Wallace Bennett. 

Note on dating items. Because both portions of Thrmnd were m e d  by private individu7 
(Thummd and McKell) who bui l t  the hauses but did not se l l  them, and their land was t h c  
acquired by l a d  companies who controlled the coxmumities for a rider of additional ye2 
home cwnership did not become frequent in Th~~m3nd until the 1940' s . Residents, therefor 
do not knm the exact date of their  houses. Likewise, because there are no individual 
deeds un t i l  late,  deed search doesnot help the dating process. ?he two photographs and 
the memory of long time residents of 'Runxmd have been used for  mst of the dating. 
Interviews we had - w i t h  Billy McGuffin, Philip McClg, Mr. and Mrs . Jack Kelly, lk. and 
Mrs. Jack Kelly, Mr. and Pks. Charles Wells, I&. John Dragon, Gayle Humphrey and Marilyn 
Brown. 
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w e s t  alang the northern bank of the river to the Thmcmd corporatian line, then gouth 
and south west by that line to  the point where the corporatian l ine (bearing N58 4StE) 
crosses WV 2512 the second time in the residential section, then east along 25/2 including 
one l o t  deep on each side of the road to the eastern end of the t m ,  including at the 
eastern end of the ?hurmsnd Union Church, the Billy McGuffin and the Philip McChng lots, 
then back west by the road dorm the hill t o  the railroad tracks, Thence southeast almg 
the northern boundary of the &ssie System right of way to a point twarty yards east 
of Thmxmd Station, thence south to  the river bank, thence following northwest along the 
river bank t o  the east side of the railread bridge,. thence southe by the railmad bridge 
t o  the south side of-ths river, thence south east along the reive to  the eastern edge of 
Mldwater Unlimited, thence south to  WV b u t e  25, thence northwest via WV 25 to the inter- 
section with WV 25/2, moss WV 2512 and then by the west side of the road and railroad 
bridge to the point of beginning. 

DfI' References - Continued 
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